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Send in your gift list of ten names 
or more and take full advantage of 
this special Priest’s offer. Mail 
your list today to... . 


Information Magazine 
405 West 59th Street 
New York 19, New York 


CL Paulist Fathers’ Cublication 


Gijt Subsotiption 


QO% off 


Special Gift Rates 


In quantities of ten gifts or more, 
can give America’s leading parish maga- 
zine at 50% off the regular $3.00 sub- 
scription price! 


you 


To encourage the giving of Christmas 
subscriptions, Information Magazine 
makes this money-saving offer AT THIS 
TIME ONLY —a full year for only $1.50. 
Now you can afford to give the appropri- 
ate Catholic gift to all... . 


The Mothers’ Club 
Rosary Society 


Holy Name Men 
Ushers 


Choir Members Envelope Users 


More than any other Catholic magazine, 
Information is suited for all your parish- 
ioners. The popular Catholic Action 
magazine, it deals with the dynamic, ex- 
panding Church in the United States 
the Church wherein you and your parish- 
joners play a vital part. 


Send in your list early and we will supply 
free beautiful Christmas cards for each of 
your gifts. 


We will send them to you so that you 
can sign them—or we will sign, address 
and mail them for you! Simply tell us 
how you want them signed. 


Let us solve both your Christmas gift 
and Christmas card problems in one 
stroke. Send us your list now. 
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A Salute to the People of the New St. Henry’s Parish 
Nashville, Tennessee 
and to 
The Right Reverend Monsignor 
Joseph H. Siener, P.RV.F. 
Pastor 


The firm of Lawson Associates is proud to have been as- 
sociated with St. Henry’s Church in the most outstanding 
capital fund-raising campaign directed by any firm in recent 
years. 


JMOL A 


AVERAGE GIFT: $ 1,572 
TOTAL RAISED: $384,260 
GOAL : $300,000 


This was a unique campaign. It exceeded, by far, the 
amount which we said in all likelihood would be raised. 

| Here's why .... 

Monsignor Siener and his parishioners provided an at- 
mosphere of cooperation, determination and confidence 
seldom achieved in any campaign. 

We feel good about this for many reasons... . because 
we had the privilege of working with and coming to know 
these dedicated people . . . . because we were honored in 
being chosen to help the establishment ON.FIRM GROUND 


of a new parish... .and because this parish can count on 


nearly $400,000 of DEBT-FREE MONEY. 


MAY WE ASSIST YOUR CHURCH 

IN ITS FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? 
| LAWSON ASSOCIATES, INC. | 
tOCKVILLE CENTER, N. Y. 


If you would like to ! 
receive—without cost or : 
obligation—a chance to 
discuss your parish fund | 
needs with a Lawson | 
Associate representative, | 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(_] Arrange a visit to discuss our fund needs. 
[_] Send me literature regarding your services. 


CALL COLLECT— 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
6-0177 and ask for Mr. 
Fraser. If you prefer, 
mail the attached 
coupon. } 


bik dash 





LAwson ASSOCIATES 


FUND RAISING COUNSEL TT a ROCKVILLE CENTRE. N. Y. 
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Enjoy fast, personal service plus 
the convenience and savings of 
ordering on the spot. Your ex- 
perienced nearby Emkay sales 
representative provides you with 
a complete line — one reliable 
source for all your Church Can- 
dle needs . . . candles at the low- 
est prices consistent with perfect 
quality ...candles guaranteed 
to burn slowly ...evenly... 
cleanly — as perfect a Symbol as 
a candle can be. 


SEND FOR NEW 28-PAGE CATALOG 


showing complete selection of 
Emkay Mass Candles, stamped 
with beeswax guarantee, plus 
Candlemas, Paschal and Sanc- 
tuary Candles, Votive Lights 
and other candles and accessories 
for every need. 


MUENCH-KREUZER 


CANDLE CO., INC. 
SYRACUSE 1, N.Y. 





New York Chicago 
Boston New Orleans 
Los Angeles San Francisco 





Purveyors to the Vatican by Appointment 








REGINA COELI CHAPEL 





ACADEMY OF THE SISTERS OF MERCY, GWYNEDD VALLEY, PENNSYLVANIA 
SISTER MARY de lo SALLE, PRINCIPAL, NOLEN AND SWINBURNE, ALA 


architects 


Contemporary in design and 
expression, this circular 
chapel and its furnishings 
are not only simple in form 
and texture but achieve their 
quiet elegance with a 


feeling of overall unity 


marble altor * tabernacle °* crucifix * candlesticks °* statues 


2 
stations of the cross + sacred vessels « sonctuary lamp * dossal i 4 





CARL MOSER COMpaNny 


ELEVEN EAST FORTY-SEVENTH STREET © NEW YORK 17, N.Y. © PLAZA 8-2530 
CHICAGO BRANCH: 6543 NORTH SHERIDAN ROAD, CHICAGO 26, ILL. 
Telephone, Ambassador 2-169! 
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This book—a full eight-day retreat on the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass—is published exactly as it is 
delivered by this skillful, inspiring and popular 
master of retreats. The simplicity and the eagerness 
of style is according to the mind of St. Paul who 
wrote to the Corinthians: “Even though I am rude 
in speech, yet not so in knowledge.” Father Venan- 
tius is guided by the sacred writer of the Second 
Book of the Machabees: “. .. so if the speech be 
always nicely framed, it will not be grateful to the 
readers.” 


THROUGH HIM AND WITH HOM AND IN HIM 


By VENANTIUS BUESSING, O.F.M. CAP. 





{Author of Dearly Beloved} 


AUTHOR: Father Venantius has spent thirty-five years giving retreats in all parts 


of the United States and Canada. In 1955 he will celebrate his Golden Jubilee. 
THROUGH HIM AND WITH HIM AND IN HIM is the result of all Father 
Venantius’ years as a priest and retreat-master, an answer to so many requests 
that he leave “his hopes and experiences” in lasting form for all priests and re- 
ligious who labor “through Him and with Him and in Him.” 


BOOK: (Frem the Foreword of the Most Rev. James L. Connolly, Bishop of Fall River) 


One thing is sure, that no one, priest or lay, sister or brother in religion, 
can read the book without benefit. The eye will be keener, the mind more alert to 
spiritual truths, the resolve to be and to do better all the more firm for the light and 
guidance and encouragement that we find here. We may all be grateful to the 
venerable author for his effort. We should all beg the Lord to reward his zeal. . . 
But above and beyond all is our recognition of a talent for speaking simply and 
revealing unsuspected inspiration in words and phrases of hymns and prayers long 
used but not enough noted.” 


STYLE: (Comments on an unusual style from reviews of Father Venantius’ 


Dearly Beloved)“. .. It is crammed full of fresh and picturesque illustrations, color- 
ful personalities, surprising turns of expression, and a psychological insight into 
the normal mind and normal emotions that is positively unerring. And what an 
extraordinary variety of personalities parade through these pages.’”’—Rev. John B. 
Sheerin, Editor of The Catholic World 

“... The book which clearly was written for oral presentation with no thought of 
literary style, is most attractive in its homely simplicity—the simplicity of utter 
sincerity.”—Rev. Cyril Vollert, S.J., President of the Mariological Society of 
America, in Review For Religious 

“The talks were not written for publication and it is blessedly obvious that they 
have not been touched up for that purpose.”—Rev. Vincent Eaton, S.S.,in The Priest. 


PURPOSES: Use it on your diocesan or community retreat—for your own 


private retreat. Use it for giving retreats and missions. Use it for your spiritual 
reading—for your days of recollection. Use it for preparing your sermons—for 
your talks to religious men and women. Use it for community reading—for a gift 
to a fellow priest or religious or seminarian—for your work as counselor. Use it 
for every work “through Him and with Him and in Him.” 


Price $4.00 


JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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Five-dollar Bills 
for only $2.98! 


Webster's gives several definitions of the word bargain. One of them 
reads: “A transaction involving good or bad consequences.” 


For many years we have been warning the Reverend Clergy and Re- 
ligious to beware of “bargains” in sacred vestments and vesture ma- 
terials. Anyone who pretends to sell at bargain prices materials which 
are really worthy of use in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offering a bar- 
gain frought with “bad consequences” for the purchaser. 


It has just come to our attention that one of these bargain peddlers is 
currently at large in a certain western state. A clergyman informs us that 
this vendor recently offered him an eye-appealing set of “imported” gold 
cloth vestments for $1300.00. Father tells us that he was frankly sus- 
picious, and while he had no intention of spending that amount of money 
for vestments, he was anxious to confirm his suspicions. Accordingly, he 
began to dicker with the itinerant vendor. As he dickered, the original 
price kept fading like a receding tide. 


Finally the bargain-offerer threw Father a fast curve. He would let 
the priest have the $1300 “imported” vestments for only $700.00! At 
that point the peddler of foreign vestments was urged to make a hasty 
retreat from the rectory and admonished never to return. 


If there is a moral to be drawn from this constantly-recurring incident, 
it is this—and we sincerely commend it to all buyers of vestures and 
liturgical fabrics: ‘Nobody but a counterfeiter is going to offer you Five- 
dollar bills for $2.98!" 


“Buy American" Ae 


a 4 
LEN SILK MILLS 
ASTIiLA 


Charles M. Muench, Executive Director 


868 Sixth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 


Trade Mark Reg. 


IN CANADA: ALLEN SILK MILLS (CANADA) LTD., 752 VICTORIA SQUARE, MONTREAL 


VESTMENT FABRICS BANDINGS 
DRAPERY FABRICS EMBLEMS 


The Liturgy Lives in the Weave’’ 


If you are unable to purchase Allen Fabrics 
in your community, write us at once. 














$5.00 per annum. $5.25 in Canada. 





Tae Homuteric aNp Pastorat Review (Monthly), Vol. LVI, No. 2 (November, 1955). Copyright 1955 by Joseph F. 


Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York. Entered as Second Class Matter, October 13, 1917. at the Post Office 
at. New York, N. Y.. under the act of March 3, 1879. Additional entry at Easton, Pa. Subscriptions to the U. 8. 





‘ hy loving- “* 
he year with t 
Thou hast eS drip with fatness 


: h 
kindness, sad 7 p, and the hills 


ilderness dri 
astures of the wi 
bw Pnemselves with gladness a 


1- 
P ks and the va 
Jothed with flocks, toy and 
The manatee Oh corn: they shout for JOY 
leys are cover psalm 64, 12:14 
they sing- si 





A good harvest is in; the burning leaves smell refreshing; the Pr 


nation stands with peace and our economy is at its highest! 


As Thanksgiving Day celebrations turn our grateful thoughts 
to Almighty God, we at CCS should like to also give our personal 
thanks to all the clergy who have placed their confidence and trust : 
in CCS for the direction of their fund raising programs. Gratefully, Mc 
we acknowledge God’s manifold blessings upon CCS and the con- | 
tinued good will of our clients as the force which has built CCS into 


the largest Catholic fund raising organization in America. 


We pledge, with God’s continued help and your appreciation 
of quality service, to continue to multiply and grow in the true tradi- Th 
tion of American progress. We promise constantly improved services I 
at reasonable fees to all who require professional fund raising I 


assistance. We invite you to consult with us anytime at no obligation. Ro 





COMMUNITY COUNSELLING SERVICE INC. = 


EMPIRE STATE BUILDING, NEW YORK 1, N.Y. OXford 55-1175 
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Second Sunday of Advent......... 142 You have the opportunity to be prophets 


to them, to reveal to them the “one w'o 
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It might be well to ask yourself the ques- 
lion of whether you really cannot find time 
fur spiritual progress, or are you trying to Fourth Sunday of Advent......... 146 
justify your indolence or pe rhaps a lack of Repentance 


jaith and trust in God’s goodness. ai , : 
These are the hills over mountains that St. 


John asked to be leveled. These are thi 
valleys that should have been filled in. A! 
least try to make some attempt during thes 


Feast of the Immaculate Conception 143 
Know Mary! Love Mary! 


“She was as innocent as Eve before her fall, last few days of Advent that your heart 
a Virgin most estranged from every stain of and soul might stretch forth its arms in we/- 
sin, more holy than the Seraphim, the sealed come to Christ on Christmas Day. 
fountam of the Holy Ghost, the pure seed , 
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SAVE several dollars 


ON THESE BLACK HATS 
OF FINE QUALITY 





&S I scald 
Soft Hat (Style A) $7.95 


Snap brim 





Pure Black Homburg®9-% Soft Hat (Style B) $7.95 


dignified in appearance more conservative 
excellent quality worn off the face, brim up 


Genuine fur felt, pure black dye, reeded leather sweat band, silk lining and grosgrain 
binding. They sell for more in the stores and are worth it. We guarantee satisfac- 
tion or your money back. Choose style, order today with check or money order. 


Head size: [] Regular [] Long Brim: [] Narrow [_] Medium [] Wide 


WALDRON & WHEALN 


Custom Hatters to the Clergy Exclusively 
877 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 3 ALGONQUIN 4-9348 
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AMERICA’S FINEST BELL INSTRUMENT 


TO GRACE THE CHURCH’S GREATEST SHRINE 





His Eminence, Samuel Cardinal Stritch, who presented the 
"Arlington" Carillon to The National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, watches as George J. Schulmerich demonstrates how 


the carillon will be played. 


The Schulmerich ‘‘Basilican’’* 61- 
bell ‘‘Arlington’’* instrument to be 
installed at the National Shrine will 


provide Catholic University of 


America at Washington, D.C. with 
the ultimate in rich, pure, liturgical 
bell music. Retaining the traditional 
color of old-world cast-bell carillons, 
it eliminates great weight, tower 
construction, keyboard limitations, 
complex automatic operation and 
enormous cost. 

There’s a Schulmerich instrument 
—large or small—to fit your needs. 
Let us demonstrate how! Write: 





SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 
10J37A Carillon Hill, 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


*" Arlington” and “Basilican” are trademarks for bell instruments of Schulmerich Carillons, Inc. 
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Rome Looks at MRA 


By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 


M onus REARMAMENT, alias “The 


Buchmanites” or “The Oxford Move- 
ment,” receives scant attention in the 
United States. In August, however, 
there was a flurry of newspaper excite- 
ment over the MRA’s strange airplane 
tour of the Far East. 


THIS PLAY’S NOT THE THING 


According to Ruth Montgomery, in 
her “D.C. Wash” column in the N.Y. 
Daily News (Aug. 12th, 20th), the trou- 
ble began when Air Force Secretary 
Harold Talbott played Santa Claus to 
certain Buchmanites before he left of- 
fice. He agreed to furnish, at a tax- 
payers’ expense of more than $135,000, 
three C-118 planes to transport 192 
MRA delegates in order that said dele- 
gates might stage a play called “The 
Vanishing Island” in Asia and Africa. 
Men like Vice-President Nixon, Sher- 
man Adams, Senator Mundt and nu- 
merous State Department officials pro- 
tested vehemently because they said 
the play added to anti-American feeling 
throughout the Far East. Every Amer- 
ican ambassador in countries where the 
play was produced cabled his objec- 
tions. In the play, according to Ruth 


Montgomery, blame for the- present 
cold wax is laid upon Western civiliza- 
tion, the assumption being that Amer- 
ica and Britain caused the present. trou- 


ble by their selfishness. The State 


Department urged the Air Force to 
cancel the trip and recall the planes, 
but Air Force officials said they were 
“stuck” with Talbott’s orders. 
Said The Morning Times of Ceylon: 
There are better ways of trying to 
unite the world than by holding up 
the West and Westerners to the ridi- 
cule of an Eastern audience. This 
sort of thing may flatter us East- 
erners, but it does not do any good, 
and what use is MRA if even one of 
its shows would make half the world 
feel it is superior to the other half? 


ROMA LOCUTA 


What use is MRA? That is a ques- 
tion that has been submitted to Rome. 
Cardinal Pizzardo, Secretary of the 
Holy Office, recently sent to Archbishop 
Panico, Apostolic Delegate to Canada, 
a reminder of certain cautions regard- 
ing the Moral Rearmament Movement. 
These cautions were contained in a 
statement made by the Holy Office on 
August 8, 1951. Cardinal Pizzardo, 
before restating the original strictures, 
said that the Sacred Congregation has 
been astonished at the sight of Catho- 
lies, even priests, seeking certain ob- 
jectives “in the bosom of a movement 
which possesses neither the patrimony 
of doctrine and of spiritual life, nor the 
supernatural means of grace, which the 
Catholie Church has.” 

The Cardinal then went on to say 
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that “the danger of syncretism and of 
religious indifference, of which warn- 
ings have been given in connection with 
Moral Rearmament, can no longer be 
ignored” (See The Tablet (London), 
August 27, 1955). 

The cautions originally published in 
1951 to which Cardinal Pizzardo re- 
ferred were these: 

1) It is not fitting for either diocesan 
or religious priests, and much less for 
nuns, to participate in the meetings of 
Moral Rearmament. 

2) If exceptional circumstances 
should make such a participation op- 
portune, the permission of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Holy Office must 
be requested beforehand. This permis- 
sion will be granted only to learned and 
experienced priests. 

3) Finally, it is not fitting that the 
faithful should accept positions of re- 
sponsibility in Moral Rearmament, and 
especially not fitting that they should 
join the so-called policy team. 

Even before 1951, individual bishops 
had spoken out against Moral Rear- 
mament as a movement of which Cath- 
olics could not become members. Car- 
dinal Hinsley had _ reprobated the 
movement in 1938, warning his sub- 
jects against participation in the move- 
ment on the ground that it led to in- 
differentism and gave the impression 
that one religion was as good as an- 
other. Other warnings were sounded 
by Cardinal Frings of Cologne, Car- 
dinal Schuster of Milan, Cardinal van- 
Roey of Malines, and within this year 
of 1955 by the Bishops of Ceylon and 
the Philippines. 


MRA AND “THE QUIET TIME” 


What is Moral Rearmament? To 
begin with, the movement was launched 
on the campus of Princeton University 
by Dr. Frank Buchman, a Lutheran 
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minister. Later he moved it to Oxford, 
forming a group of Protestant students 
into “The First Century Christian Fel- 
lowship.” By accident the group came 
to be known as “The Oxford Group 
Movement,” but in 19388 Dr. Buchman 
reorganized the movement as “Moral 
Rearmament.” It now has its head- 
quarters at Caux, Switzerland, over- 
looking Lake Geneva. It is said to 
have no officers, no dues, no regular 
neetings. 

The members maintain that is is not 
a religion but an ideology to counter- 
act the atheistic, materialistic ideology 
of Communism. It is an ideology to 
reinvigorate moral conduct by the prac- 
tice of the four absolutes: absolute 
honesty, absolute purity, absolute un- 
selfishness, absolute love. The full- 
time members are asked to make pub- 
lie confession of faults and to eradi- 
‘ate hate-feelings from their hearts as 
well as to develop moral life by exer- 
cises of sharing, surrender, substitution, 
and guidance. 

Is Moral Rearmament a sect? Ar- 
nold Lunn, a staunch supporter of 
MRA, though not a member, says it is 


not a sect: 


MRA is not a Protestant sect, but 
an ethical and spiritual discipline, 
which takes from Catholie practice 
of meditation and the quiet time its 
ideas of guidance” (The Tablet [Lon- 
don], June 19, 1954). 


The contrary view, however, is as- 
serted by the Auxiliary Bishop of 
Malines in a very careful study called 
The Right View of Moral Rearmament 
(Burns-Oates). In this latter volume, 
Bishop Suenens shows that the MRA 
is intended as a tool devised by the 
Holy Ghost to save the modern world. 
The loyal MRA member is not content 
to regard it merely as a spiritual dis- 
cipline or a social activity; he regards 
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Christianity as basie to the movement. 

“In the center of the work of Moral 
Rearmament,” Protestant- 
movement, 
Christ.” 
Herein lies the complaint of Catholies, 
that the MRA is a theology rather 


says one 
supporter of the 
“stands the 


bishop 


cross of Jesus 


than a mere ethical or spiritual disci- 
pline. If the latter were true, we should 
probably not object to it. It might be 
considered somewhat analogous to the 
Boy Scouts or the A. A. But the MRA 
itself insists it is more than a group 
of this kind. The Report on Moral 
Rearmament (Blandford Press) states 
that the MRA is a form of militant 
Christianity of a religious nature. Dr. 
Buchman, for instance, is quoted in the 
Report as saying: “Together we may 
conceivably usher in the greatest revo- 
lution of all time, whereby the Cross oi 
Christ will 
Bishop Suenen’s well-considered con- 


transform the world.” 
clusion after examining the evidence is 
that MIRA is a Protestant 
movement of Lutheran inspiration. 


religious 


MRA AND ITS 
CATHOLIC ADHERENTS 


Arnold Lunn maintains that MRA 
ean hardly be called a sect since it 
leads to a strengthening of Catholic 
faith and practice among lapsed Cath- 
olies at Caux. He claims that there are 
many Catholic laymen and priests at 
Caux; outstanding 
Catholics such as Adenauer and Robert 


indeed he cites 


Schuman (perhaps chance visitors). 

Lunn claims that Catholics acquainted 
with the movement agree that whereas 
no Catholie MRA member has ever 
left the Church, the movement has been 
the means of bringing back to the faith 
many lapsed Catholies and of effecting 
the conversion of many Protestants to 
Catholicism. He 


quotes the noted 


theologian Karl Adam: 


One can understand why the Catho- 
lic finds no new truths in Caux. But, 
shaken to his roots, he has to admit 
that in Caux, Christianity has been 
deeper understood and lived than in 
many Catholic communities. 


What does Lunn think of Dr. Buch- 
man? He says that he is “. . . the first 
great Revivalist who is not recruiting 
for any particular church, and who 
has a very genuine reverence for Ca- 
tholicism. MRA... is consciously or 
unconsciously helping to break down 
the barriers which separate men from 
the Chureh their natural 
home.” 


which is 


Another Tablet correspondent, how- 
ever, is not quite so favorable to the 
MRA as is Arnold Lunn. Writing in 
the August 14th issue, Edward Vogt of 
Collegio Urbano, Rome, asserts MRA 
is a Protestant sect and not a move- 
ment based on mere natural religion. 
Stating his authority to discuss the 
MRA, Mr. Vogt says that he was 
formerly a full-time worker for MRA. 
He does not deny the fact that many 
lapsed Catholics have returned to the 
Faith through MRA, but feels that these 
fringe benefits are irrelevant to the real 
problem. The leaders of the movement 
know that Catholics are in the main 
skeptical about it and so they encour- 
age more vital Catholie participation 
for the sake of its propaganda value. 
In short, Mr. Vogt says that Catholies 
are allowed to exercise influence at 
Caux in order that the MRA might be- 
come more acceptable to Catholies; he 
sces these cases of return to the sacra- 
ments, conversion, ete., being used as 
bait to lure Catholics into the trap. 

The important thing, however, is the 
question of the essential ideology of 
the Buehmanites. Mr. Vogt says that 
“it is impossible to live out a full 
loyalty to the Catholie Church, the one 
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true ideology and religion founded by 
Christ, and to the ideology founded by 
Dr. Buchman.” He sees Catholicism 
and Buchmanism as two incompatible 
roads that yet apparently lead in the 
same direction, the MRA being con- 
sidered a super-highway and_ the 
Catholie Chureh as “a dusty and un- 
paved old way.” Moreover, the Oxford 
Group is such a super-sect that it be- 
lieves that all the various religions (in- 
cluding the Catholic), the political 
parties and trade union movements 
will not fulfill their destiny until they 
accept the gospel of Buchman. 


BUCHMAN’S SECT AND 
CHRIST’S CHURCH 


The French religious review, L’Ac- 
tualité, in 1953 made a survey of the 
status of French Catholie opinion re- 
garding MRA (ef. Irish Ecclesiastical 
Record, Jan. 1954, p. 32). The burden 
of the statements by bishops recorded 
in the article was that MRA must be 
regarded as a non-Catholic religious 
movement and, therefore, that it would 
be unlawful for Catholics to join it or 
participate in its activities. 

One of the specific objections against 
MRA on spiritual grounds is the dan- 
ger of falling into a false mysticism 
through the daily meditation. The 
members feel that the Spirit will speak 
directly to the soul and direct it in the 
practice of the four absolutes. Catho- 
lies will not deny the fact of direct in- 


spiration by the Holy Ghost, but they 
enjoy certain safeguards against hallu- 
cinations and delusions that are not to 
be found in the Buchman “quiet time.” 

There is no doubt that MRA has 
vitalized and quickened the religious 
faith of many non-Catholies. In the 
social and economic areas, it seems to 
have exerted a salutary influence. In 
spite of the anti-American character of 
the play staged in the Far East by the 
roving MRA delegates, the movement 
lias been consistently anti-Communist 
and has gathered to itself many non- 
Catholics who loathe materialistic 
atheism. But while it is a step in the 
right direction for those outside the 
fullness of Catholie Faith, it would be 
a step backwards for a Catholic to join 
such a sect. It would be a bad bargain 
for the Catholie enjoying the full sacra- 
mental system to exchange it for the 
meager spiritual helps of MRA. 

More importantly, a Catholie may 
not join a non-Catholic religious move- 
ment. Were he to do so deliberately 
and willfully, he would be guilty of the 
deadly sin of rejecting that one true 
Church which Christ established among 
men for the salvation of the world. He 
promised that He would be with His 
Church not till the time of Dr. Buch- 
man, but unto the end of the world. 
God forbid that any Catholie renounce 
the full Daylight of Christ’s Mystical 
Body for the feeble (albeit helpful) 
lights of Buchmanism. 





In the next HP R issue 





Father Sheerin’s article for Christmas 1954, was widely reprinted in the 
secular press throughout the country. It was entitled “Christmas Lights.” 
His article for this Christmas, “Opening the Christmas Present,” will 
supply preachers with unique themes for their Christmas sermons, and 
will find a similar reaction as did his “Christmas Lights.” 
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Priestly Vocations in Older 
Men 


By EDWARD F. GARESCHE, S.J. 


i= NEED FOR MORE PRIESTS 
makes itself especially felt in the west- 
ern and southern dioceses of our coun- 
try, but even where there is a large 
Catholic population and many priestly 
vocations, there is still a call for more 
priests. Even to minister to the Catho- 
lies of our own country, it is desirable 
that a greater abundance of vocations 
to the priesthood be secured. But when 
we consider that there are among us so 
many millions of non-churchgoers— 
men, women and children who in many 
cases have never had a fair chance to 
learn about the Catholic religion—then 
the need of more priests becomes appar- 
ent. Additionally, priests are wanted 
in education, in the charities, in vari- 
ous forms of administrative work, in 





Father Garesche has written widely for 
priests. As founder and editor of the Queen’s 
Work and organizer of the sodality movement 
in the United States, he personally helped 
priests all over the country to arrange sodality 
programs and organizations. Author of over 
fifty books and numerous pamphlets; founder 
of two religious communities (Sons of Mary, 
Health of the Sick, and Daughters of Mary 
Health of the Sick); former editor of Hospi- 
tal Progress; for 27 years president of the 
Catholie Medical Mission Board; founder and 
spiritual director of the International Com- 
mittee of Catholic Nurses; established the 
Marial Burse to train nurses in 18 countries 
for “the service of eminence.” Of recent date 
Father Garesche has been appointed by His 
Holiness, Pope Pius XII, as member of the 
International Marian Congress whose work is 
to program the International Marian Congress 
to be held in Lourdes, France, 1958. 


journalism and literature. It would 
not be rash to say that, if we had five 
times as many priests as there are in 
the country at present, there would be 
ample areas of fruitful work for souls, 
especially in the home missions. 


“DELAYED VOCATIONS”—AB ESSE 
AD POSSE ... 


For this reason, and also from the 
viewpoint of personal holiness and 
happiness, it is important to value and 
esteem those priestly vocations in older 
men which we prefer to call by the name 
of “delayed vocations.” Sometimes a 
man has desired to become a priest in 
his youth, but the need of supporting an 
elderly father or mother, or of discharg- 
ing some other duty, deters him until 
he reaches a later age. Sometimes a 
man may have entered the seminary, 
persevered for a while, then, to leave 
for some reason which appeared to him 
good at the time. Afterwards the 
yearning to become a priest comes back 
to him, and he wishes to take up his 
studies toward ordination. There are 
others—and not a few—to whom the 
idea of becoming a priest comes later 
than usual. Quite a few of the men 
who served in the last war, appreciating 
the work of our chaplains or the needs 
of the Missions, or stirred by other con- 
siderations, conceived a wish to be a 
priest. So, in one way or another, a 
not inconsiderable number of men 
make up their minds to become priests 
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when they are beyond the usual age for 
such a decision. 

Some experienced observers have 
questioned whether it is well to en- 
courage these delayed vocations. They 
say that these men will have a very 
difficult time conforming themselves to 
the seminary studies and discipline, that 
their mental acuteness and power of 
memory are not so great as they once 
were—and so on through a long list 
of reasons. But experience seems to 
show that older men who have the 
character, the intelligence and the per- 
severance to make a successful course 
of study, and who show sufficient piety 
and other qualities to make them good 





priests, are a valuable and serviceable 
addition to the ranks of the clergy. So 
many of them are now working actively 
and with such commendable success 
in the ministry that there should be no 
practical doubt as to the advisability 
of utilizing these deferred vocations. 


FROM DESIRE TO REALIZATION 


For the last six years the present 
writer has been Spiritual Director of 
the St. Patrick’s Club and Sodality for 
Deferred Vocations in New York. The 
purpose of this Sodality is to help and 
encourage men with deferred vocations 
to the priesthood and the religious life. 
It was established some fifteen years 
ago by Rev. John Corbett, S.J., at the 
suggestion of Professor Patrick Flood 
of New York who taught Latin to some 
boys who wanted to be priests. This 
man felt that older men should receive 
some special help and direction. Since 
that time some two hundred and 
twenty-five of the members of the Club 
have been ordained priests, while a 
great many more are in novitiates, re- 
ligious seminaries, in diocesan semi- 
naries and preparatory schools through- 
out the land. 
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From the experience of these men, 
there hardly seems to be any definite 
age-limit which one can place beyond 
which it is not possible to become a 
priest. The most striking instance that 
has come to our attention is that of a 
Franciscan priest who wrote that he 
had said his first Mass in March of 
1946—seventy years old at the time 
of his ordination! This is, of course, 
an exceptional case, but quite a 
number are ordained at a very mature 
age. They make good and _ faithful 
priests, and the experience they have 
had before ordination is often a help to 
them in their priestly work. They often 
live for many years of active labor. 
We were told recently of a priest—not 
a member of the Club—who was or- 
dained at the age of forty, but who 
lived to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of 
his priesthood! 

Acceptance by a bishop, in the case 
of those who wish to be diocesan priests, 
or by the superior of a religious com- 
munity for those who wish to be re- 
ligious, is, of course, the one great 
necessity. They come to the St. Pat- 
rick’s Club to seek a solution to their 
difficulties 
their preparation for the seminary or 
the novitiate, how they may obtain 
acceptance and begin their immediate 





how they may complete 


training as priests or religious. Some- 
times, indeed, they have not quite made 
up their mind as to what they wish to 
do, or even whether they are suited to 
the priesthood or to the religious life. 
More often they need help to get enough 
Latin and Greek to be admitted to the 
seminary or the novitiate. The range 
of their problems is great and various. 

It is quite remarkable how few of 
these older candidates are disappointed 
in their wish to follow a vocation, when 
they have the natural and supernatural 


requirements. Perseverance — almost 











PRIESTLY VOCATIONS IN OLDER 


MEN 





always results in acceptance. One 
member of the Club wrote to eleven 
bishops. The eleventh accepted him. 
This is an unusual record of persever- 
anee,-but others almost equal it. Some 
apply to one religious community after 
another until they are finally accepted. 
By far the majority 
succeed in a priestly or a religious vo- 


cation in spite of the fact that they are 


persevere and 


often quite old when they begin to come 
to the Club. A large number of our 
war veterans have profited by the edu- 
cational opportunities offered by the 
Government and have paid their way 
through the preparatory seminary, and 
a number are still using this income to 
complete their studies. So many 
work during the day, attend night- 
school to study Latin and to make up 
what remains of their high-school 
course. 

There seems to be much less relue- 
tance on the part of men’s communi- 
ties to accept older persons as novices 
than is the ease with communities of 
women. The sisterhoods appear to be 
insisting more and more on the thirty- 
year age limit. They have learned the 
wisdom of this rule in regard to older 
women. But some communities of men, 
though they may have a similar regu- 
lation, will with it quite 
readily when a promising subject pre- 


dispense 


sents himself. 


PROGRAM OF ST. PATRICK’S CLUB 

A number of the members who have 
become priests and are active in the 
ministry return to give talks to the men 
who are still active participants in the 
Club. Their are very 
interesting, and they are highly en- 


reminiscences 


couraging to the aspirants to the priest- 
hood who hear of greater difficulties 
than their own which have been suc- 
cessfully surmounted, and look with 
appreciative eyes on the priest-member 


who has made a success of his striving 
and is now a priest of God, actively en- 
gaged in a successful ministry. In fact, 
these men who are now priests seem to 
have an enthusiasm and appreciation of 
their vocation which is proportionate 
to the personal struggles they have 
made to arrive at their exalted goals. 
The organization and methods of St. 
Patrick’s Club are very simple. It is 
ui Sodality of the Blessed Virgin, erec- 
ted by the Archdiocese of New York, 
and affiliated to the Prima-Primaria of 
the Roman College, and thus the sodal- 
ists share in the privileges and indul- 
gences, and prayers and good works 
of their millions of fellow-sodalists 
throughout the world. The meetings 
are held every first, third and, if there 
is one, fifth Sunday evening at 7:30 
P.M. at Xavier High School, 30 West 
16th Street in New York City. The 
meetings begin with the Office of the 
Blessed Virgin in Latin. This is fol- 
lowed by a short business meeting, and 
then the Spiritual Director gives an 
instruction in .the chapel, followed by 
Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment. After Benediction, the men 
come, one by one, into the room near 
the sacristy of the Chapel for a per- 
The members of the 
Club who are more advanced in Latin 
also conduct Latin and Greek classes to 
coach the backward members. 
These classes usually begin at 5:30 
P.M. on Sunday, also at Xavier High, 
and last about an hour and a half. 


sonal conference. 


more 


The gatherings of these men bring 
together the like-minded from many 
parts of New York, Brooklyn and New 
Jersey. The sight of so many others 
who are interested, like themselves, in 
a priestly or a religious vocation, is an 
encouragement to them to persevere in 
their desires. Groups of the sodalists 
make excursions to seminaries, religious 
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novitiates and mother-houses in the 
neighborhood, and they frequently go 
in groups for week-end retreats. 

An interesting feature of the meetings 
is furnished by the talk given by mem- 
bers of religious communities and by 
recruiters from dioceses who seek to 
inform and interest the sodalists about 
the nature and work of their own com- 
munity or diocese. The third Sunday 
of each month is assigned for these 
talks, and most of the communities of 
men have taken advantage of this op- 
portunity to get in touch with pos- 
sible candidates. Some of the dioceses, 
especially in the South and the South- 
west, can get in touch with men who 
would be very difficult to reach in any 
other way. 

The distribution of the members is 
very wide. About twenty religious 
communities and about twenty dioceses 
in the United States have received mem- 
bers from the Club, and some of them 
have secured a number of very compe- 
tent workers in this way. It is sought 
to give each group a fair opportunity, 
and those who wish to address the Club 
may apply at any time to be put on the 
list. The speakers often mention how 
happy they are to have some of the 
members of the Club already in their 
community or diocese, and the fact that 
they take the trouble to come and 
speak, often bringing along moving pic- 
tures and lantern slides to illustrate 
their talks, is a proof that they appre- 
ciate the opportunity of securing some 
of these deferred vocations. 


GETTING A FEEL OF THE FUTURE 


As it is the purpose of the Sodality to 
set its members to work in honor of 
the Blessed Mother for their personal 
holiness, the help of the neighbor ana 
the defense of the Church, the members 
of St. Patrick’s Club are encouraged 
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to think up some activity for that pur- 
pose. One favorite work is the distri- 
bution of leaflets, and the members 
have been among the most active of 
the leafleteers. They frequently de- 
scribe in their meetings, the interesting 
experiences they have had in distribut- 
ing the leaflets. 

Through the contacts thus formed, 
many conversions have been made, and 
an even greater number of people have 
been enlightened as to the true nature 
of the Church and its teachings. Other 
members of the club have worked for 
the missions, others have taken up 
catechetical work, some have served 
Mass in churches where servers were 
greatly needed. There is also a class 
of instruction in the manner of serving 
at Mass, conducted by a member of 
the elub, before the Sunday evening 
meetings. Those who have never 
learned to serve Mass thus have the 
opportunity to do so before they enter 
the seminary or the novitiate. 

As a result of the publicity given to 
the work, the Club has weleomed young 
men from other cities who seek help 
about their vocations. One man came 
all the way from Chicago for a fifteen- 
minute talk. It would seem greatly to 
be desired that similar sodalities for 
deferred vocations should be estab- 
lished in other large centers of popula- 
tion. There must be many men who 
could become priests or religious, and 
would like to do so if they could secure 
the information and encouragement 
they need. It sometimes happens that 
men, advised to leave the larger semi- 
naries because they do not come up to 
their higher standards, would be wel- 
comed in the more needy dioceses or in 
the missions. If they were informed 
where to apply and encouraged to offer 
their services, they would probably be 
accepted and would lead useful and 
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holy lives where there is the greatest 
need of priests. 


WE NEED THESE MEN 


One recruiter for a southern diocese, 
by way of example, declared that for 
every new priest his bishop could open 
a new parish. He described the igno- 
rance, bigotry and need of the poor 
Remember that 
many of the American dioceses are 


people in his missions. 


understaffed, and each solid and pious 
and industrious priest is a new treasure 
for the diocese. As time goes on the 
need for more priests may be felt with 
greater urgency. The foreign missions 
are calling for more and more apostles, 
and many of these deferred vocations 


would be a God-send, as the men have 
had experience in business and in the 
trades, and their perseverance and 
courage have been tried by the diffi- 
culties of fulfilling a deferred vocation. 
The need is also very great in the home 
missions. When we consider the im- 
mense numbers of our own fellow- 
citizens who have received little or no 
religious instruction, the pupils in the 
publie-schools without any religious 
life at home, we need no proof that we 
ought to have more priests to teach 
them. Even in places where Catholics 
are more numerous, more vocations to 
the priesthood would result in an ex- 
pansion and intensification of the work 
of the Church. 





address of the young man. 


the academic year. 





After you have completed your reading of this issue of THE HOMILETIC AND 
PastorAL Review, we are hopeful that you will see the merit in ordering a 
year’s (12 issues) subseription for a seminarian—at a special price of $3.50. 
A gift ecard in your name will accompany mailing of the first issue. 
therefore need your own name and address, as well as the name and seminary 


May we suggest that you order at this time so that the first issue may 
arrive as a Christmas gift and continue as an appropriate gift throughout 


We shall 











Changes in the Rubrics of 
Missal and Breviary 


I. By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M., J.C.D. 


\ \ ITHIN SIX OR SEVEN WEEKS alter 


this article is published, there will go 
into effect the numerous changes in the 
rubrics of the Roman Breviary and 
Missal that were promulgated by a 
General Decree of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion of Rites on March 23, 1955.' These 
changes, despite the tenor of some early 
reports concerning them, are not di- 
rected primarily to the shortening of 
either the Mass or the Divine Office. 
Their principal purpose has been to 
effect a simplification in the rubries for 
those portions of the liturgy. 

An announcement published in L’Os- 
servatore Romano of April 25, 26, 1955, 
gave emphasis to this fact. The an- 
nouncement declared that, after the 
publication of the original Decree, some 
persons had engaged in unfounded and 
arbitrary interpretations that did not 
take account of the provisions of the 
Decree. Special mention was made of 
the point that there has been no sub- 
stantial change in the celebration of 
the Mass, and it was termed completely 
arbitrary to speak of a shortening of 
the holy sacrifice, as some had done. 

Among the various commentaries 
concerning the Decree of the Sacred 
Congregation, and upon the Norms 
established by that Decree, there have 
been three in particular, which the pres- 
ent writer has seen, that go into great 
detail in their treatment of the various 


‘Acta Apostolicae Sedis, XXXXVII, pp. 
218-224. 
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changes. Frequent reference will be 
made to them. In Fascicle Il of Ephe- 
merides Liturgicae for the current year, 
there were published the Decree of 
March 23, the Norms that accompanied 
it, and a commentary that runs to some 
eighty-nine pages.” The material con- 
tained in this issue of the periodical, 
which was written by two editors of the 
publication, has been made available in 
a separate volume.* 

An equally extensive treatment of 
the changes in Breviary and Missal will 
be found in the well known Roman 
publication Periodica.? Also reprinting 
the text from the Acta Apostolicae 
Sedis, this commentary by H. Schmidt, 
S.J., runs to almost one hundred pages 
in length. Whereas the commentary in 
Ephemerides Liturgicae follows in order 
the various Norms given by the Sacred 
Congregation, that in Periodica is de- 
voted in some measure to a treatment 
based upon the structure of the liturgi- 


. E phe nie rides Liturgicae, 1955. Fase. Il, pp. 
113-207. Via Pompeo Magno, 21, Rome (608), 
Italy. 

*De Rubricis ad Simpliciorem Formam 
Redigendis. By A. Bugnini, C.M., and I. 
Bellochio, C.M. The only difference be- 
tween this commentary and the original pub- 
lication is in the numbering of pages. We 
shall use the Ephemerides Liturgicae as a 
reference. Deducting 112 from the given ref- 
erence will provide the proper page number in 


the separate monograph. Mention of Father 


Bugnini’s commentary in any reference will 
obviously imply inclusion of his co-author. 

* Periodica de Re Morali Canonica Liturgica. 
Tom. XLIV, Fase. II-III, 15 June—15 Sept.. 
1955. Pontificiae Universitatis Gregorianae. 
pp. 228-332. 
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cal year. This section of Father 
Schmidt’s commentary might prove 


confusing at first to the reader because 
of frequent necessary repetition, but it 
should be quite useful to anyone who 
has the task of composing an Ordo or 
who is immediately concerned with one 
of the specifie topics treated in that 
section of the commentary. 

Periodica offers a perpetual calendar, 
drawn up in with the 
changes in the rubries, while Ephe- 


accordance 


merides Liturgicae presents a sample 
calendar for the universal Church. As 
might be expected, there is not complete 
agreement among the commentators or 
Father 
Schmidt, taking note of such disagree- 


in their proposed calendars. 


ment in several places, expresses sur- 
prise at some statements made by 
Fathers Bugnini and Bellochio. The 
latter two writers, adverting to this in 
a later issue of Ephemerides Liturgicae,* 
state that follows 
exactly the Ordo Universalis Ecclesiae 


their commentary 
for 1956, which Ordo was drawn up 
under the “competent 
Authority.’® 

The third of the commentaries that 
have been examined was written by M. 
Noirot in L’Ami du Clergé.’ 
quently the 


guidance of 


Subse- 


Sacred Congregation of 


Rites issued a series of ten replies to 
various doubts concerning the modifica- 


tions in the rubries,s and the same 


author wrote a further commentary in 
the light of these responses.” 


*Fase. IIT, 1955, p. 312. 

*This Ordo was produced by the publishers 
of Ephemerides Liturgicae, and was printed by 
the Vatican Press. It contains this notation: 
“Ordo huius anni redactus est collatis con- 
siliis cum competenti Auctoritate.” 

*May 26, 1955, pp. 321-331. 

Sa. a. s., XXAXAXVII, pp. 418, 419. The 
translation of these responses by Father Aidan 
M. Carr, O.F.M.Conv., appeared in THE 
HomILetic AND PastTorAL REVIEW, Sept., 1955, 
pp. 1028, 1029. 

*L’Ami du Clergé, August 11, 1955, pp. 505- 
514. 


It would be rash for us to attempt 
any such lengthy discussion of the 
changes in Missal and Breviary as has 
appeared in the European periodicals 
cited above. To do so would involve 
detailed treatment of each and every 
point in the Decree and the Norms of 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites, and 
possible benefit for individual readers 
would be lost in the mass of detail. 
Consequently, the writer hopes in these 
pages to offer simple and brief com- 
ments on various points that have come 
to mind while reading the documents 
from the Holy See and the commentaries 
discussing them, as well as on various 
topics suggested by the questions of 
others during recent months. 

As readers of THE HoMILETIC AND 
PastoraL Review know, there was pub- 
lished in the issue of last July Father 
Aidan M. Carr’s complete English 
translation of the Decree of the Sacred 


Congregation of Rites, and of the 
Norms accompanying that Decree.!® 


This translation, together with the 
Latin original, has also been published 
in convenient booklet form.!! When 
making reference to the Norms of the 
Sacred Congregation, we shall use the 
roman and arabic numerals employed 
in the official text, which will also be 
found in Father Carr’s translation. 

PROVISIONAL NATURE OF 

NEW NORMS 


It is well known that the present 
modifications of the rubries are only 
temporary in nature. A special Litur- 
gical Commission, appointed by our 
Holy Father, is working on a general 
At this 
time it has merely recommended certain 


reorganization of the rubries. 
minor alterations for the purpose of 


® July, 1955, pp. 857-862. 

"The New Rubrics for Missal and Breviary 
(Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New 
York 7, New York). 
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simplifying the daily recitation of the 
Divine Office and the celebration of 
Mass. These changes, for the most 
part, amount to the omission of certain 
parts of the office or of prayers in the 
Mass. There is no change in the litur- 
gical text. Some things which would 
otherwise have undergone modification 
have been left unchanged for the pres- 
ent because, if they were changed or 
abrogated now, there would be nothing 
in the office to replace them. Therefore, 
the liturgists engaged in this task pro- 
ceeded by practical norms, instead of by 
a strictly logical system, lest things be- 
come more complicated.'* 

The Decree of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion of Rites set January 1, 1956, as 
the date upon which the various 
changes would become effective. Allow- 
ing some eight or nine months to be- 
come familiar with the changes was a 
prudent decision. The modifications 
that have been made amount to more 
than the omission of a few Paters and 
Aves. Some idea of the complexity of 
this very simplification is gained by 
considering the length of the various 
commentaries that have been written 
since the Decree and the Norms were 
published. Moreover, promulgation of 
the new rules as early as March allowed 
the compilers of the various Ordos 
sufficient time to incorporate’ the 
changes into their calendars for 1956. 

Naturally enough, first announce- 
ment of the changes in the Breviary 
caused concern among many of the 
clergy, especially seminarians and 
vounger priests, who feared that their 
office books would be outdated almost 
at once. However, assurance has been 
given that such fears are unfounded. 
Not only has the Sacred Congregation 
of Rites forbidden publishers of the 
liturgical books to make any changes 


= Ephemerides Liturg., p. 122. 
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in them until the Holy See gives specific 
permission for this, but continued print- 
ing of the present editions has been 
approved, at least implicitly. An 
official communication, published in 
L’Osservatore Romano," recognizes the 
fact that many thought there would be 
an immediate change in the Breviary 
and the Missal. On the contrary, ac- 
cording to that announcement, “a num- 
ber of years will still be required to 
complete this work. Hence, not only 
existing breviaries and missals, but also 
those to be printed in the future, retain 
their practical value.” M. Noirot offers, 
as reassurance to seminarians, the state- 
ment that, even at the time when he 
Was writing last spring, the Vatican 
Press and several Pontifical Editors 
were reprinting breviaries.'4 

Although publishers have been for- 
bidden to incorporate into the Roman 
Missal or Breviary any of the changes 
recently announced, this prohibition is 
not deemed to apply to the smaller 
missals that are printed for use by the 
laity.'°. As one author points out, it 
would only cause confusion for lay 
persons, if newer printings of vernacular 
missals were to include prayers and 
commemorations that the celebrant no 
longer recites at the altar. 


ONLY ROMAN RITE AFFECTED 


The first of the Norms set down by 
the Sacred Congregation says that the 
changes which are being introduced 
affect only the Roman Rite. The com- 
mentators in Ephemerides Liturgicae 
state, in this regard, that other particu- 
lar rites remain unchanged, such as 
those of the Dominicans and Premon- 
stratensians, and that which is used in 
the Diocese of Lyons.'® M. Noirot, on 


May 4, 1955. 
"L’Ami du Clergé, p. 321, note 2. 


‘op. cit., p. 507; Ephemer. Liturg., p. 124. 
*® Ephemer. Liturg., p. 125. 
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the other hand, makes some distinctions 
in his comment on this provision. He 
states that, because it is the Roman 
Missal and Breviary that are affected 
by the new regulations, Dominicans are 
not subject to the Decree for either 
Mass or office. He adds that Bene- 
dictines will follow it for Mass, but not 
for the Divine Office. The same author 
disagrees with Father Bugnini concern- 
ing the Diocese of Lyons, holding that 
the rite there is the Roman Rite, with 
certain modifications proper to that 
territory.!* 

To go into details such as these would 
be beyond our present scope. The reason 
for mentioning the matter here is to 
call the attention of other priests to the 
fact that they may find, especially 
when saying Mass at some monasteries 
or convents, that the Ordo there used 
does not correspond with the recent 
modifications in the rubrics. Further- 
more, it should be noted that there is 
no change in the complex legislation 
affecting conventual Masses.'* There- 
fore, those who are saying Mass at 
convents of nuns where the conventual 
Mass is offered will, perhaps, find re- 
strictions on their choice of the formu- 
lary for Mass which would not apply 
elsewhere on that day. In circum- 
stances such as the above, it will be 
necessary to examine the Ordo even 
more carefully than usual before Mass. 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE RECITATION 

OF OFFICE 


The Norms established by the Holy 
See are applicable in both the public 
and the private recitation of the Divine 
Office! Public recitation means office 
in choir, that is, the canonical hours 
recited in cathedral and _ collegiate 
churches, and in religious Orders that 

"1A mi du Clergé, p. 323. 


* Ephemer. Liturg., p. 125. 
we SE 


are bound to choral recitation of the 
Divine Office. Private recitation in- 
cludes that office which, by custom or 
by rule, is recited “in common” by 
various communities, and by priests at 
the time of their annual retreat. Be- 
cause the Norms of the Sacred Con- 
gregation allow a priest, in private rec- 
itation, to say the office of either feast 
or feria on many days throughout the 
year,”’ the determination of the office 
to be recited in common may have to 
be made by the superior.*! According 
to L’Ami du Clergé, this choice between 
offices is the sole Norm which would 
apply only to private recitation, and 
not to the public Divine Office.?? If 
a choice for office in common must be 
made, it is the responsibility of the 
superior to make it. 


PARTICULAR AND 
UNIVERSAL CALENDARS 


The new Norms state clearly that 
what has been set down in them applies 
to particular calendars or Ordos, as well 
as to that for .the universal Church.** 
Particular calendars, of course, are 
those which are in use in various dio- 
ceses and religious institutes. Among 
changes that will affect such calendars 
is the regulation which does away with 
all octaves, except those of Christmas, 
Easter, and Pentecost. As a result of 
this, after January 1, 1956, the octaves 
formerly celebrated for the feasts of 
Founders, Patrons, and other saints of 
the territory or institute will no longer 
be observed. 

Not every particular indult and 
custom is revoked by the new legisla- 
tion, but all of those opposed to the 
Norms of the Sacred Congregation are 
abrogated, at least in so far as they are 


= TT, 22. 
** Ephemer. Liturg., p. 125. 
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in opposition. For example, if a reli- 
gious institute has been given permis- 
sion to celebrate the feast of Our Lady’s 
Nativity as a double of the first class 
with a common octave, the feast will 
retain its rank, but the octave will be 
abolished. M. Noirot points out that 
the new Norms declare that all contrary 
indults and customs are considered as 
expressly revoked, in order that the 
abrogation of even centenary and im- 
accom- 


memorial customs 


plished.** 


might be 


SUPPRESSION OF SEMIDOUBLES 


By this time it is well known that 
the rank and rite of semidouble is being 
suppressed, and that all feasts which 
fell under that heading are being re- 
duced to simple rite. According to 
Father Bugnini, the terms “simple” and 
“double” appear in the liturgy from at 
least the end of the thirteenth century, 
when, however, they were used in a 
sense different from that which they 
have today. Originally a day of simple 
rite was one on which there was only 


*L’Ami du Clergé, p. 323. 


one office, of feria or mystery, such as 
Easter. A double was a day on which 
the feast of a saint was celebrated, so 
that there were two offices, of feria and 
Gradually, with the increase in 
feasts and of votive 


feast. 
the number of 
offices, the terms lost their earlier signifi- 
cance. A double came to mean a day 
of higher rank, on which antiphons in 
the office were duplicated, whereas on 
a day of simple rite only the first words 
of the antiphon were recited before a 
psalm.?° 

Many have objected to feasts of 
semidouble rite, because they had all 
of the additional prayers of a day of 
simple rite, but had also the nine lessons 
of a double at Matins. Some authors 
have expressed the hope that even for 
simple offices, in the final revision of the 
rubries, the present partial antiphons 
before the psalms will be duplicated, in 
order to give a better concept of the 
psalm that is to follow. 


(The second member of this three- 
part series will appear in the next issue.) 


” Ephemer. Liturg., p. 127. 
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SAVE MONEY AND AVOID INCONVENIENCE 


If you are to have a change of address, it will mean a saving of money and an 
assurance of convenience to you if you will please notify us as soon as you 
have knowledge of |) the new address, 2) the date it will become effective, 
Simply notify, by postcard or by Post Office Form 
22-S, the Homiletic and Pastoral Review, 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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Monsignor Jozef Tiso—Con- 
troversial Personality 


By TH. J. ZUBEK, O.F.M., S.T.D. 


T 

HE NAME OF Msgr. Jozef Tiso, 
S.T.D., the executed president of the 
Slovak Republic, is generally known. 
However, his personality is not suffi- 
ciently recognized and understood in 
the Western world. 

The concept of a priest as an active 
politician and high state functionary is 
unusual in Western 
Europe, more so in the United States. 


today somewhat 


Too, it is generally known that the 
standpoint of the Holy See is against 
Catholic priests actively engaging in 
political activity. 

Moreover, certain groups present 
Msgr. Tiso as a disrupter of the Czecho- 
Slovak Republic, a traitor, Nazi, Quis- 
ling, and a lackey of Adolf Hitler. This 
is done solely for the political motives 
of presenting Slovaks, their political 
aspirations, and their leaders in an un- 
It is not strange, then, 
that in the Western world the person- 


favorable light. 


ality of Msgr. Tiso appears obscured, 
incomprehensible, controversial. 
To reach a true understanding and 





Father Zubek who escaped from a Com- 
munist concentration camp in Czecho- 
Slovakia to become an active member in the 
Slovak anti-Communist underground before 
secretly crossing the border to freedom in 
1951, has contributed several revealing articles 
to this Review since 19538. The January, 
1955, issue of The Jurist carried another of his 
articles. His first book in this country, The 
Church of Silence in Slovakia (J. J. Lach Co., 
2006 Schrage Ave., Whiting, Indiana), is ex- 
pected on the market next month. 


evaluation of Jozef Tiso, it is necessary 
te look upon his personality and activi- 
ties in the environment in which he 
lived and worked; it is necessary to 
delve more deeply into the inner man, 
into his motivations and_ ideological 
background. 


SLOVAK CLERGY AND POLITICS 


The Slovak nation lived for many 
centuries in the Hungarian Kingdom. 
The awakening to national conscious- 
ness by the nations of Hungary brought 
nationalistic struggles among 
these nations. The national conscious- 


about 


ness of the Magyars, the leading nation 
in Hungary, culminated in the idea of a 
great Magyar state, politically, cultur- 
ally, and linguistically homogeneous. 
The Magyars wished to Magyarize the 
nations of Hungary, 
Slovaks, Roumanians, 


non-Magyar 
namely, the 
Croats, and Germans. 

The first victims of foreed Magyari- 
zation were the Slovaks. The over- 
whelming majority of the intelligentsia 
of Slovak origin succumbed to Magyar 
pressure and followed the official Mag- 
var line, for this was a prerequisite in 
the furtherance of one’s career. Of the 
intelligentsia it was almost exclusively 
the clergy who remained loyal to the 
Slovak nation. The clergy became 
bearers of the Slovak national spirit 
instilling it into the Slovak populace 
with religious instruction and cultural 
and social enlightenment. They were 
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Catholic priests and Lutheran ministers. 

Outstanding among the priests were 
Anton Bernolak (1762-1813), formu- 
lator of the Slovak literary language; 
Juraj Fandly (1754-1810), social edu- 
eator and popular writer on husbandry ; 
Jan Holly (1785-1849), a poet who 
wrote heroic epics about the Slovak 
past; Bishop Stephen Moyzes (1797- 
1869), founder and first president of 
the cultural institute, Matica Sloven- 
ska; Andre} Radlinsky (1818-1879), 
founder of St. Adalbert Society, a Cath- 
olic publishing house; Ferdis Juriga 
(1874-1953), an excellent orator and 
political leader,! and Andrej Hlinka 
(1864-1938), a fiery defender of Slovak 
rights and founder of the Slovak Peo- 
ple’s Party. 

Of the Lutheran ministers-patriots 
there were Michal M. Hodza (1811- 
1870) and Jozef M. Hurban (1817- 
1888), writers who organized and led 
the armed uprising of the Slovaks 
against the Magyars in 1948; Karol 
Kuzmany (1806-1866), poet and co- 
founder of the Matica Slovenska, and 
Martin Razus (1888-1937), poet and 
political leader. 

Upon the basis of solidifying the 
Slovaks against Magyarization and 
fighting for their political and social 
rights, the clergy entered into the 
political life of Hungary. 

JOZEF TISO IN THE PARLIAMENT 

AT PRAGUE 

When, in 1918, Slovakia became a 
part of the Czecho-Slovak Republic, it 
appeared at first that more favorable 
conditions would prevail for the Slo- 
vaks. However, it soon became ap- 
parent that the Czechs had much the 
same conceptions as the Magyars. The 
Czechs, too, dreamed of a great Czecho- 
slovak national state, with a politically 


‘Courageous member of the Hungarian Par- 
liament (1905-1918). 
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insignificant minority of Germans and 
Magyars. The Slovaks were to cede 
their national individuality and merge 
with the Czechs to create a new Czecho- 
slovak nationality and to become 
Czechs eventually. 

The Slovaks, however, had long ago 
developed the consciousness of a dis- 
tinct nationality and had no intention 
of ceding their national individuality 
in the interest of the Czechs. The 
Slovaks also felt the impact of the 
economic exploitation which the Czechs 
initiated immediately after 1918 when 
they practically made Slovakia their 
colony. It was almost impossible for 
a Slovak to enter civil service, since 
almost all civil positions and important 
economic functions in Slovakia were 
occupied by the Czechs. Further, the 
Slovaks, as a deeply religious Catholic 
nation (80%), resented the anti-reli- 
gious acts of the Czechs, which were 
also provocatively perpetrated in Slo- 
vakia. 

In the struggle against Czechization 
of the Slovaks and in defense of Slovak 
rights, the Slovak People’s Party, 
founded and led by Msgr. Andrej 
Hlinka, took the lead. Hlinka and 
Juriga, even as they had fought Mag- 
var machinations, began to fight Czech 
improprieties in the parliament at 
Prague, in the press, and through politi- 
cal campaigns among the people. The 
political platform of the Slovak Peo- 
ple’s Party was autonomy for Slovakia 
as guaranteed by the pact between 
American Slovaks and the representa- 
tive of Czecho-Slovakia, Professor 
Thomas G. Masaryk, in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, in 1918. The Slovak 
People’s Party with its program and 
motto, “For God and Nation,” ap- 
pealed to the feelings of the Slovak 
populace, and soon became the most 
important political party in Slovakia. 


th 
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The autonomistic program was also 
followed by the Slovak National Party 
of Martin Razus, a Lutheran minister. 

From the beginning of Czecho-Slo- 
vakia (1918), Jozef Tiso, a young and 
zealous priest, spiritual director and 
professor at the diocesan seminary in 
Nitra, joined the autonomistic move- 
ment of Hlinka’s Slovak People’s Party. 
{n 1925, Tiso became a member of the 
Czecho-Slovak parliament and then 
vice-president of the Slovak People’s 
Party. When the Slovak People’s 
Party entered the government, he be- 
came Minister of Health (1927-1929). 
Tiso evolved soon into the staunchest 
exponent of Slovak  autonomistic 
policies. 


TISO AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
SLOVAK PEOPLE’S PARTY 


Andrej Hlinka died in August of the 
critical year of 1938. At that time the 
Slovak People’s Party was the most 
powerful political group in Slovakia. 
It had in its ranks many young work- 
ers of the Slovak intelligentsia. None 
compared to Msgr. Tiso in moral and in 
political experience. 
Commanding great esteem among the 
Slovak populace and clergy, Tiso logi- 
cally beeame the successor of Msgr. 
Hlinka in the leadership of the Slovak 
People’s Party. 

Under the pressure of Hitler’s drive, 
following Hlinka’s death in 1938, events 
in Czecho-Slovakia and in Europe 
moved quickly. That which the Czechs 
were loathe to grant the Slovaks under 
normal conditions, they were forced to 
grant in the enfeebled post-Munich 
Czecho-Slovakia. On October 6, 1938, 
the Slovaks gained their political au- 
tonomy; they became the masters in 
Slovakia. Msgr. Tiso, as the president 
of the People’s Party, became the pre- 
mier of the Slovak autonomous govern- 


acumen and in 


ment, with the permission of his Bishop 
and the Vatican. 

Even when Slovakia suffered by ced- 
ing territory to Hungary as a result of 
the Vienna Arbitration on November 
2, 1938, the Slovaks were happy with 
the newly-gained autonomy. The 
Czechs left Slovakia; the Slovaks be- 
gan to manage their own affairs in the 
best interests of the nation. It appeared 
that with the attainment of autonomy 
the aspirations of the Slovaks were ful- 
filled and that the stabilization of con- 
ditions in Slovakia would be enduring. 


TISO, PRESIDENT OF THE 
SLOVAK REPUBLIC 


Hitler was not satisfied with the dis- 
mmemberment and neutralization of 
Czecho-Slovakia. When he decided to 
Wage war against Poland, he wanted 
Czecho-Slovakia completely under his 
control, particularly the western part 
Moravia) which was 
heavily industrialized and entirely en- 
circled by the German Reich. 

On March 13, 1939, Hitler summoned 
Tiso to Berlin and confronted him with 
the German decision regarding Slo- 
vakia: Either secede from the Czechs 
and proclaim an independent Slovak 
State or suffer the consequence of parti- 
tion between Germany and Hungary. 
On March 14, 1939, Tiso presented the 
German proposition to the Slovak par- 
liament for decision. The Slovak par- 
liament voted for independence of Slo- 
vakia. Msgr. Tiso became the presi- 
dent of the Slovak Republie.? 

Msgr. Tiso and other Slovak political 
leaders were somewhat hesitant to pro- 
claim Slovak independence. Said Tiso. 
in his defense before the National Court 
in Bratislava (1947): “Were it not for 


(Bohemia and 


“In parallel, Msgr. Jan Sramek, a Czech 
} 

priest, became premier of the Czecho-Slovak 
government in exile. 
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Hitler’s pressure, the Slovak parliament 
would never have proclaimed inde- 
pendence.”* The Magyars and the 
Czechs, to justify their claims upon 
Slovakia, had in the past repeatedly 
asserted that Slovakia, for economic 
reasons, Was incapable of independence. 
Slovak political leaders, suddenly con- 
fronted with the question of independ- 
ence for Slovakia, were apprehensive of 
the future. But rather than have their 
country partitioned and occupied, they 
logically chose the attempt at inde- 
pendence. And after this decision, they 
strove for the economic prosperity and 
cultural development of Slovakia, per- 
manently to integrate Slovakia into 
the family of European nations. 

It can be said that the Slovak at- 
tempt was successful. The wave of 
national enthusiasm engulfed the coun- 
try, and Slovakia’s economic and cul- 
tural standards flourished. The Slo- 
vaks, even those who at first were re- 
served, warmed to the Slovak State and 
had faith in its chief, Msgr. Jozef Tiso.* 
Even the most bitter enemies of the 
Slovaks had to acknowledge that the 
Slovak Republic was capable of exist- 
ence. 

That which Slovakia had proved in 
the vears 1939-1945 is in no small 
measure the result of the political ac- 
tivity of Msgr. Tiso. But it is also the 
most controversial period of his politi- 
cal career. 


THE FUNDAMENTALS AND 
COMPONENTS OF TISO’S POLICIES 


Msgr. Tiso’s defense plea before the 


®Dr. Josef Tiso about Himself Edited by 
Dr. Jozef Pauco, Passaic, N. J. 

*As the war-front began to approach Slo- 
vakia, certain groups within the country, in- 
spired from abroad, provoked an uprising in 
August of 1944. To gain the support of the 
Slovak populace, they spread rumors that 
Tiso had been imprisoned by the Germans 
and, therefore, it was necessary to fight Ger- 
many. 
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National Court at Bratislava, encom- 
passes many noteworthy pronounce- 
ments that point out the principles of 
his political activity. Consider but a 
few characteristic quotations. 

The key to an evaluation of my 
activity is my character of the priest 
with its motivations and regulations, 
established by Christian teaching for 
publie activity.” 

Tiso as president of the Slovak Re- 
public tried to lead his nation like a 
solicitous father according to Christian 
principles, to which, as a priest, he con- 
secrated his life. 

Politically I only did that which 
the well-being and interest of the 
Slovak nation dictated. What I did, 
I always did according to the best 
dictates of my knowledge and con- 
science, always guided by the 
rules of morality I fought evil 
with all my power, yielding to evil 
only when a greater evil threatened 
the nation.® 
In this light, Msgr. Tiso explained 

his alleged collaboration with the Nazis. 
Msgr. Tiso stated that some collabora- 
tion with Germany was at that time a 
necessity dictated by Slovakia’s geo- 
graphie position, the development of 
Kuropean events and the law of self- 
preservation. Slovakia did not have 
its own foreign policy, but neither did 
other larger nations in Hitler-controlled 
Europe. Tiso pleaded that he was so 
concerned with the internal consolida- 
tion and development of Slovakia that 
he was unable to study the problems of 
international polities, ineluding — thie 
war, upon which, because of his posi- 
tion, he could wield no influence. Slo- 
vak participation in the war against 
Russia, with two divisions, was merely 
svmbolie, Tiso explained.* 


Cp. ett. p. F2I. 
“Op. cit., mp. ESE. 
"Op. cit., p. d¢, 277 
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According to Msgr. Tiso, his para- 
mount policy was to secure the maxi- 
mum of internal freedom and independ- 
Out- 
wardly it was necessary to yield some- 


ence within the German sphere. 


what to German pressure, to keep them 
apart, thus avoiding armed interven- 
tion. For this reason it was necessary 
to ban the Communist Party (one of 
ihe main accusations against Tiso); it 
Was necessary to participate in the war 
against Russia, and it was necessary to 
institute some elements of a totalitarian 
regime. All this was done, however, to 
pull wool over the eyes of the Germans. 
Internally, pleaded Tiso, Slovakia was 
eoverned democratically—and — there 
was freedom.* 

In this ight Msgr. Tiso also explained 
anti-semitic activity in Slovakia. Msgr. 
Tiso stated that the rationalization of 
the Jewish problem was based on a per- 
centual participation in the nation’s 
economy. There were about 100,000 
Jews in Slovakia, or 4% of the total 
Therefore only 4% of the 
permitted to 


population. 
nation’s economy was 


Jews. Jewish businesses were being 
aryanized, that is, a non-Jew would 
buy 51% of a business at an officially 
established rate, and the former Jewish 
proprietor would remain as a partner. 
Later, at the dictate of the Germans, 
Jews were put into concentration camps 
and evacuated into Poland under the 
pretext that land would be provided for 
them so that they would be able to live 
Tiso justified his 
position by saying that he did not know 
at that time that the evacuated Jews 
would be exterminated in Polish and 
German concentration camps.® 


under their own rule. 


A WEAK DEFENSE HEREIN 

In regard to the Jewish question, 
Msgr. Giuseppe Burzio, representative 

‘Op. cit., p. 213 ss., 199, 201. 

"Op. cit., p. 313 ss. 


of the Holy See in Slovakia, intervened 
with President Tiso in behalf of the 
Jews. It was rumored that Msgr. Tiso, 
as a Catholie priest, should have re- 
signed from the presidency, since he 
was unable to curtail the anti-semitic 
campaign dictated by the Germans and 
waged by Slovak extremists under the 
direction of Premier Dr. Vojtech Tuka. 

Concerning the possibility of his 
resignation, let Tiso speak: 

I did not resign because I felt a 
moral obligation to fulfill the duty 
that I had undertaken until I had 
been released from it by legally con- 
stituted functionaries . . . My action 
would have been egotistical had I left 
my nation in those difficult times and 
entered private life. My action 
would have been irresponsible and 
against the nation had I not taken 
into private life the moral values that 
i felt I represented.” 

He stated further that had he re- 
ceived an official request from his eec- 
clesiastical authorities, he would have 
resigned, for then there would have 
been no decisian to make, the responsi- 
bility would have been the Church au- 
thorities’. It is generally known that 
even representatives of the Jews had 
begged him to remain in office, for it 
would have been a total catastrophe for 
the Jews if someone else would have 
been president of the Slovak Republic. 

Tiso managed to insert into the anti- 
Jewish law a provision to exempt some 
Jews. He was able to qualify a Jew as 
indispensable to Slovak economy and 
thus save him from deportation. About 
9,000 such exemptions were made. De- 
spite this, however, the Jewish question 
was really a weak point of Tiso’s policy 
and of his defense. 


THE END OF MSGR. TISO 


Msgr. Tiso’s trial began at the end 


"Op. ctt., p. 21. 
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of 1946 and lasted until April of 1947. 
On April 17, 1947, the jury of the Na- 
tional Court at Bratislava brought 
forth the verdict of death by hanging, 
and the sentence was carried out on 
the following morning. Msgr. Tiso died 
peacefully, committing himself to God. 
His body was either destroyed or buried 
secretly to prevent the Slovaks from 
paying their respects. 

The standpoint of the Holy See, dis- 
suading priests from participating di- 
rectly in political activity and not iden- 
tifying the Chureh with any particulai 
political system or party, proved itself 
very much correct during the trial. 
Even though Msgr. Tiso was tried as 
a politician, it was difficult to separate 
his priesthood from his political fune- 
tion. Through Msgr. Tiso’s trial the 
Catholic Chureh of Slovakia was pil- 
loried, although unjustly. From the 
Churech’s point of view, it would have 
been better if, during the years of 1939 
to 1945, the political life of Slovakia 
had been headed by a layman rather 
than a clergyman. 

On the other hand, it is certain that 
Tiso had been unjustly condemned. 
Under German control it was impos- 
sible to conduct a better policy in the 
interests of Slovakia than the one Tiso 
implemented. Outright collaboration 
with Nazism, which Dr. Tuka_ at- 
tempted, would have done an immeas- 
urably greater harm to Slovakia. Msgr. 
Tiso constantly thwarted Tuka’s at- 
tempts. 

Msgr. Tiso’s trial culminated during 
Lent when Christians are reminded of 
the trial and death of Christ. Slovaks 
openly compared Tiso’s trial with the 
trial of Christ. Tiso, too, in his de- 
fense, alluded to this circumstance. 

The court that sentenced Tiso was 
dominated by Communists. The presi- 
dent of the court, Dr. Ivan Daxner, 
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and the state prosecutors, Dr. Jura) 
Sujan and Dr. Anton Rasla, were die- 
hard Communists. Furthermore, it 
seemed that the first two mentioned 
were predisposed against Msgr. Tiso, 
the Catholic priest, on religious 
grounds. Msgr. Tiso in his testament 
to the nation, written an hour before 
his death, rightfully stated: “ . . . I 
consider myself, in the first place, a 
martyr in the defense of Christianity 


against Communism.”"! 


“MARTYR OF LOVE” 


Msgr. Tiso was a vietim of political 
revenge. It was expected that even if 
he were condemned, he would be 
granted amnesty by Dr. Eduard Benes, 
President of the new Czecho-Slovakia. 
Benes refused. Osservatore Romano, 
of April 28, 1947, wrote that in the 
event of Msgr. Tiso’s condemnation 
“political discretion would make it nec- 
essary to grant amnesty, even though 
in self interest * to ameliorate the 
tense situation between Slovaks and 
Czechs. “As martyr of love toward his 
homeland, Dr. Tiso will live on in 
Slovak Catholie nation,” Osservatore 
Romano concluded. 

Although Dr. Benes had rid himself 
of Msgr. Tiso, it is certain that Tiso in 
death is a greater problem in the rela- 
tionship between Czechs and Slovaks 
than Tiso would have been in life. 

Msgr. Tiso lives in the Slovak nation 
as a hero and martyr. To the Slovaks 
he is a symbol of a crusader for the 
God given-rights of the Slovak nation. 
The Slovak Republic, with its six years 
of successful existence, is an actuality 
that cannot be eradicated from history. 
The Slovaks at home and abroad in the 
absolute majority stand behind the 
ideals for which Msgr. Tiso, president 
of the Slovak Republic, lived and died. 


"Gp. cit., p. 8. 





Experiment in Confraternity 


By THOMAS H. MURPHY 


E 
VERY PARISH PRIEST feels a 


sense of joy and delight in finding : 
workable plan to solve the religious in- 


= 


struction problem of the teenagers who 
attend the public high schools. Some 
places have the advantage of released 
time, but many of us are not so fortu- 
nate. Here at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish in Boonton, N. J., we 
feel that we have found the answer to 
this problem through the establish- 
ment of a Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine Discussion Group for Teen- 
agers. 

This was a novel experiment which 
we inaugurated in September, 1952, and 
which has worked well for us. There 
are eight essential steps which we have 
found necessary for the suecess of this 
plan, and here are some of the high- 
lights for the consideration of my fellow 
priests. 


OUR BLESSED MOTHER 
TO THE RESCUE 


First, it is imperative that Our Lady 
play an important part. From the very 
beginning of this work until the last 
discussion class, the assistance of Our 
Lady was Everyone 
nected with the work realized the great 
need of the Holy Ghost, but they also 
realized that Our Lady’s help in this 
work must not be overlooked. 


stressed. con- 





Father Murphy writes on something which 
he has done. Having completed his experi- 
ment, he offers the benefits of his experience 
to his fellow-priests in an all-important work. 


Karly in 1952 a few lay people ex- 
pressed a desire to help in teaching re- 
ligious doctrine to the teen-agers who 
were attending the public high schools. 
During the following months this sug- 
gestion was discussed at length at the 
weekly meetings of the Legion of Mary 
Praesidium. The members were never 
able to come to any practical answer 
concerning the “how” of the problem, so 
they decided to turn the entire idea 
over to Our Lady. They knew from 
past experience in Legion work that 
nothing is impossible with Mary. 

It was not long before we realized 
that she had come to the rescue. One 
of our parishoners donated a statue of 
Our Lady of Fatima which was brought 
to this country from Fatima, Portugal. 
It was decided to place the statue in 
the different homes of the parishioners 
and to have the priest visit the homes 
every third evening to recite the Rosary 
and the prayers of dedication of the 
home to the Sacred Heart. The cere- 
mony would end with the blessing of the 
home by the priest. 

Finally the night came when the 
statue of Our Lady of Fatima was to 
start on its tour of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish. It was the feast of Our 
Lady’s Nativity, September 8, 1952. 
What a beautiful sight greeted me as I 
entered the home! There was set up 
an altar with a white cloth, the statue 
of Our Lady of Fatima, a picture of 
the Sacred Heart, together with flowers 
and lighted candles. The members of 
the family and friends joined me before 
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the altar for the recitation of the Rosary 
and the dedication prayers. 

After I had blessed the home, the 
family asked me to remain for a little 
while, and you can imagine my surprise 
when they announced that they would 
like to discuss the ways and means of 
helping in the religious instruction of 
the high-school] students. Now I knew 
that Our Lady was going to give us the 
answer to this most important and diffi- 
cult problem. This is the first step as 
my own experience corroborates:  es- 
tablish a Legion of Mary Praesidium in 
the parish and watch Mary solve this 
problem. 


“NUCLEUS GROUP” AND 
PERSONAL CONTACTS 


All of us gathered before Our Lady’s 
altar. For two hours we discussed what 
had been done, what could be done, 
what should be done. The result of 
that initial discussion was the forming 
of what we termed the “nucleus group.” 
This is the second step. This group 
spent several hours attending prelimi- 
nary meetings with me, making plans 
and deciding on different fundamental 
techniques that would be followed. I 
have found such a group invaluable for 
its wonderful advice and help not only 
at the beginning, but also during the 
year when many important problems 
arose. 

One of the most difficult tasks of this 
group Was to choose suitable names for 
our teaching and social groups. About 
forty names were selected, and it was 
decided that I was personally to con- 
tact everyone of them. This is the 
third step: personal contact. This is 
not a very inviting job, but we should 
not overlook the fact that it does bring 
results. Any good salesman will vouch 
for this fact. Furthermore, we should 
keep in mind that Confraternity work 
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requires first class salesmanship. 

From my Legion of Mary work I 
knew the value of personal contact. It 
takes great courage and confidence in 
Our Lady. It is most difficult to begin 
to eall people for some work in the 
parish, especially when you realize that 
they have never done anything in the 
past. For the next few days after this 
meeting I spent many valuable and 
profitable hours explaining our prob- 
lem and our future plans, and extend- 
ing to each an invitation to attend our 
first general organization meeting. I 
stressed the fact that it would mean 
only one Monday night a month and 
only for one hour. This effort brought 
100% results. The original group of 
teachers and social workers who came 
to the first meeting are still with us, 
giving service to the Confraternity. 


THE ORGANIZATION IS FORMED 


An announcement of our first  or- 
ganizational meeting was made from the 
altar, and all who were interested were 
invited to attend. We were most grate- 
ful to see the large attendance and the 
enthusiasm and determination displayed 
by those present. At the very outset 
of the meeting, one of the members of 
the nucleus group explained our pur- 
pose and some of the plans that we had 
hoped would materialize. We held elec- 
tion of officers, and we were most happy 
when the results were announced: our 
first president was a former judge of 
this county and an excellent Catholic. 

Our Diocesan Director of Confrater- 
nity was introduced, and he explained 
the procedures and practices of this 
organization. The group then divided 
into two parts—the teaching and the 
social group. We had overcome our 
first hurdle and now we were ready to 
try to form some definite organizational 
plans. 
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The Teachers’ Group was confronted 
with a very difficult problem. They had 
to decide the “how, what, when and 
where of the matter.” This is the 
fourth step: the appointment of a cur- 
riculum committee. It was composed 
of five members whose task was to 
select a proper text book. 

One of the members of the Commit- 
tee was appointed to head this work. 
This is the fifth step. The lady who was 
chosen for this work was a former high- 
school teacher and faculty advisor to 
a Newman Club of a large publie high 
school in New York City. Her back- 
ground, experience, understanding and 
talents were to be of great help to us. 
She was responsible for the work of the 
teaching staff, the lesson plans and any 
special projects which might arouse 
interest among the teen-agers. 

One of her first tasks was to have one 
of the teachers give a model-lesson 
demonstration at our next general or- 


ganizational meeting. The — lesson 
demonstration, mimeographed — lesson 


plans and outlines were distributed to 
all the others. They were supplied for 
the first eight weeks, and then the 
teachers were requested to make their 
own outlines. It was also announced 
that only the teachers would be given 
a text book. This arrangement seemed 
most practical to the committee. 
HINTS FOR SUCCESSFUL CLASSES 
Many of our teachers had degrees 
from college, but they had little knowl- 
“how” in imparting the doc- 
trines to high-school youngsters. It was 
decided by the head of our teachers’ 
group to give mimeographed copies of 


edge of the 


hints and suggestions to the assembled 
group at this meeting and at many other 
times during the vear. Here are some 
of the hints which may give some idea 
to my fellow parish priests of the valu- 
able assistanee rendered to our staff: 


1. Read along with the weekly as- 
signments. 

2. Read next assignment as early 
as possible, and look for supplemen- 
tary material to put the lesson across. 

3. Pick out highlights of the as- 
signinent. 

4. Determine 
night. 

5. Organize material in your own 
words. Use textbook only as a 
source. 

6. Use supplementary material to 
bring out the point you are putting 
across. 

7. Write down questions you want 
to use. 

8. Apply lesson to every day living. 

9. Summarize lession. 

10. Time permitting, review the 
point from the previous lesson. 

11. Prepare charts. 


vour aim for the 


After setting up the lesson plan it 
was decided that the students might 
find the same teacher a bit boring week 
after week, so the “team” idea was de- 
veloped. This is the sixth step and by 
far one of the most important of all. 
All classes were to have the same as- 
signment from the textbook, but we felt 
that different personalities with differ- 
ent approaches to the matter under dis- 
cussion would be more attractive. The 
whole idea was to keep the classes alive 
and interesting for the students. By 
the use of leading questions, the entire 
group Was to participate in discussions 
on the principles of our Catholic faith. 

The teachers were divided into four 
teams, each having eight members. 
Each team was to teach once a month. 
It was further decided that Monday 
evening was the best night for high- 
school students. The hours were set 
at 7:30 to 8:15 p.m. and teachers were 
expected to provide substitutes in the 
event of inability to meet their teach- 
ing assignment by exchanging with 
members of other teams teaching the 
same Class. 


129 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





At the end of the eighth session we 
had another teachers’ meeting at which 
it was decided that the curriculum com- 
mittee would no longer make lesson 
plans, so that teachers were to do 
their own lesson planning. The team 
idea was again stressed. It was decided, 
however, to make lesson assignments 
and to get a suggested topic outline for 
each session. This was to make cer- 
tain that the material in the textbook 
would be covered. 


THE “FISHERS” 


At this meeting a group, known as 
the “fishers,” was chosen. It is step 
seven. The duty of this group was to 
contact the local publie high schools, 
obtain the names, addresses, phone 
numbers of Catholic students, keep at- 
tendance records, and, in case of ab- 
sence, obtain the reason. 

It was also planned to have this 
weekly Discussion Club in our C.Y.O. 
Center. This building had facilities for 
ping-pong, pool, basketball, dancing, 
a snack bar, movie room, lending library 
and lounge. The opening date was set, 
and I looked forward with anticipation 
to that first meeting. 

Our opening night found us with 
eight classes with ten to twelve stu- 
dents in each class. Soon we found 
ourselves with twelve classes. After 
a few weeks we found that we had two 
classes of Freshman boys and girls, 
two of Sophomore boys, one of Sopho- 
more girls, one each of Junior boys and 
girls, and two of Senior boys and one 
of Senior girls. Both the teachers and 
the students found the discussion 
method stimulating and inspirational. 

We had two special projects which we 
wished to encourage. The first was to 
acquaint the students with the Bible. 
Early in the year we decided to indoc- 
trinate the students in the importance 


130 


of the Bible and its history, agreeing 
that the best way to do this would be 
to run a Bible quiz. First, we took a 
survey to find out how many teen-agers 
had Bibles. We asked questions like 
these: How many have Bibles at 
home? How many will get one for 
Christmas? How many would like to 
buy one? How many can use the Bible 
here in the C.Y.O. library? How many 
would like to come here on Wednesday 
or Thursday afternoons and read with 
a teacher? 

Our survey revealed that many stu- 
dents did not possess a Bible. It was 
decided to speak about the Bible from 
the altar and to encourage families and 
students to buy Bibles. Through con- 
stant admonitions from the altar and 
through posters stressing the need of 
the Bible, we were able to sell over 100 
Bibles. 


WORTHWHILE PROJECTS 


When this preliminary work was ac- 
complished we made plans for the Bible 
quiz. We picked four assignments in 
the Old Testament and four in the 
New Testament and distributed bro- 
chures with historical facts about the 
Bible. Certain weeks were picked for 
the Bible quiz, and the last ten minutes 
of the classes were devoted to the quiz 
which was to be in the form of a spell- 
ing bee. Prizes of $25, $15 and $10 
were offered to the winners. The 
teachers in the discussion classes were 
advised to try to make the Bible a 
living force, to show the students that 
the Bible is a part of their lives. For 
example, it was shown that Luke, chap- 
ters 1 and 2, contained the Five Joy- 
ful Mysteries of the Rosary. 

Our second project was a missal con- 
test. We were anxious to have the stu- 
dents obtain a missal and get in the 
habit of using it frequently. A written 
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composition was decided upon, and the 
winners in each group would be given 
a copy of Ricciotti’s “Life of Christ.” 
Some of the following titles were sug- 
gested for the compositions: The Mis- 
sal Tells the Theme of Each Mass; 
The Missal and the Mass; The Mass 
with and without the Missal; The Mis- 
sal Opens the Curtain; The Missal and 
Personal Participation in Mass; The 
Missal Gives New Meaning to the 
Mass; The Missal Lives the Mass; 
My First Experience with the Missal; 
The Part of the Missal I Like Best. 


SOCIAL PROGRAM 


Our social group took over the second 
part of the program which was held 
from 8:15 to 9 p.m. Their first task 
was to try to discover what the teen- 
agers desired in this matter. A direc- 
tor was chosen. This is step eight. 
Through personal contact of several 
veterans, we were able to find some able 
assistants and to choose a director who 
had some experience and training in 
college for this type of work. It was 
further decided to choose students from 
each class to meet with the adult 
helpers, then to plan the different activi- 
ties for the year. Through this sys- 
tem we were able to develop a spirit of 
rivalry among the different classes and 
groups through tournaments in ping- 
pong, pool and basketball, volleyball. 

At the end of the year a Communion 
breakfast was held with a good crowd 
in attendance. The winners of the 
Bible and Missal Contests received 
their awards, and money prizes were 
distributed to the winners of the tourna- 


ments. Attendance awards were also 
given. It is interesting to note that 


two of the awards were won by two boys 
in the Junior Class who had never at- 
tended instruction classes in previous 
vears. 


RECAPITULATION 


At this time it might be asked “What 
results have been achieved by these 
efforts?” The first year of Confrater- 
nity was one of trial and error. We 
started from scratch, with little experi- 
ence in organizing such a large under- 
taking. Our novel experiment has 
taught us much, and we have benefited 
greatly by the experience. All who 
assisted in the work considered it a 
real privilege and challenge to be able 
to do their part to help bring some teen- 
ager a little closer to God. By their 
participation in this work, they were 
able to realize the meaning of the words 
of Our Blessed Lord, “Go forth and 
teach all nations.” 

We feel a sense of achievement and 
pride when we think of our teaching 
staff. We were fortunate in having 
thirty-five people as members of this 
group. There were three people who 
had previous Confraternity experience; 
six high school teachers; five former 
teachers; some parents and veterans 
who were high-school graduates; seven 
had teaching experience in non-school 
fields, for example, the armed service; 
eight of the group held professional or 
graduate degrees and sixteen held col- 
lege degrees. All of them were fired 
with great enthusiasm and determina- 
tion to achieve success. 

During the year I attended sessions 
of the different discussion groups. The 
excellent work of the teacher and the 
interest of the student was most in- 
spiring. It was found that the teens 
loved the discussion idea. They wanted 
to know the answers and to be well- 
informed about things Catholic. On 
the whole, the response from the pupils 
was most encouraging and gratifying. 
Our “fishers” found that we had about 
150 Catholie students attending the 
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Boonton and Mountain Lakes High 
Schools. Our average attendance for 
the 26 weeks was about 90 students. 
Our highest week was 120 and our 
lowest, during the stormy period, was 
65. 

At the end of the year we sent out 
a questionnaire to ail teachers. Here 
are some of the questions: “What do 
you think of the program in general?” 
“Has it achieved any real results?” 
“Are we justified in continuing?” “Do 
you feel that the present system of 
assigning teachers to teach once each 
month is better than to have teachers 
teaching four or five weeks consecu- 
tively?” What suggestions do you have 
for improving response to the Bible 
classes?” ‘Do you think that the con- 
centration on one book of the New 
Testament would be more fruitful?” 
“Did you feel that the textbooks used 
this year were satisfactory?” “Do you 
have any suggestions for improving 
discipline?”’ 

All agreed that there was a very 
great need for this type of work. There 
were many helpful responses and sug- 
gestions which proved to us that there 
is a genuine interest in this work. Dur- 
ing the summer months we studied all 
of these suggestions. They have helped 
us to formulate plans which will im- 
prove our system for the coming year. 


SOME DISCOVERIES 


We found that some of the parents 
were indifferent to the welfare of their 
children concerning their religious edu- 
cation. They considered their “pets” 
as mature and able to make their own 
decisions concerning their attendance 
at these discussion groups. This indi- 
‘ated to us the great need of consider- 
able educational work among the par- 
ents and the families of the parish. 
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A brochure has been made up telling the 
what, who, where, when, and why, and 
the history of Confraternity. It further 
relates in simple language what has 
been done in the parish during the past 
vear and extends an invitation to all 
to assist in this work. 

We were given many excellent sug- 
gestions on how to improve the social 
part of the program. It is generally 
felt that the “team” idea will prove 
most effective for this group. We do 
not want to overstress the social part 
of the program, but, at the same time, 
we do not care to neglect it. It is hard 
to say which group played the greater 
part in the suecess of the Confraternity 
work, the teachers who gave the teen- 
agers the doctrine, or the social com- 
mittee who tried to give them the 
proper environment and to assist them 
to put into practice what they had 
learned at the discussion group. 

My fellow-priests might be wonder- 
ing how we defray the expenses of this 
work. Every year on the second Sun- 
day of June we have what is called 
“Mount Carmel Catholic Youth Day.” 
A letter is sent to all the families in 
the parish, to the merchants and to the 
different factories. In this letter we 
stress what we are trying to do for the 
youth in our area. Outside the church 
door we take up a collection after every 
Mass. Some of the money comes 
through the mail, and the rest is col- 
lected at the door. It is edifying to 
discover how generous the people are to 
such a project. This money enables 
us to leave the youngsters use our 
facilities without any cost, to care for 
all the expenses of the youth work of 
the parish and to take care of the needs 
of the Confraternity. Last year our 
bills for this project amounted to $182. 
This was a small financial investment 
when you realize the results. 
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The Chinese Shell 


Xenophobia of a Nation Self-Enclosed 
By ROBERT E. KEKEISEN* 


Vn CoMMUNIsTs in China “seek 
to establish finally among you a 
‘national’ church, which no longer could 
be Catholic because it would be a nega- 
tion of that universality, or rather 
‘eatholicity,’ by which the society truly 
founded by Jesus Christ is above all 
nations and embraces one and all.” 
This is the solemn warning of a sad 
Pontiff, Pope Pius XII, whose letter to 
the Chinese people had to wait from 
Oct. 7 of the past year until almost now 
to be published, because of the very 
condition he laments in that country. 


XENOPHOBIA—BARRIER 
AGAINST TRUTH 


In his eneyelical Ad Sinarum Gentem, 
His Holiness hints at a national trait 
that has been the cause, or at least the 
occasion, of much of China’s reticence 
to accept the one true Faith. It is 
xenophobia, a curious type of national- 
istie spirit that is most reluctant to ad- 
mit anything foreign to the domestic 
hearth. 

Though the Pope did not mention this 
impeding element by name, it is clear 
that he is warning his people in China 
against the effects of it—effects that 
had their counterpart through much of 
China’s religious history. 

Obviously the Chinese Communists 
today, who have ousted the Apostolic 





* Father Kekeisen, parish priest and 
Associate Editor of The Register (Denver) 
will be remembered for his “Marian Year 
Reefs” (Jan., 1955). 


Nuncio and have either killed, jailed, 
or expelled almost all foreign bishops 
and priests in the country, are using the 
nationalistic spirit of the people to 
further their own ends. The “foreign 
devils,” as they refer to missionaries 
from outside, must go, they urge. And, 
by the time the “foreign devils” are 
gone, the Party has gained strong 
enough control to persecute native 
clergy and religious as well. 

The saga of Christianity in China 
is as turbulent as it is ancient. It is 
unfortunate that the first Christians to 
go there were heretics—the Nestorians 
of the seventh century. These people 
came from Persia, but what part of the 
true Faith they had died out with their 
heresy. 

From the very beginning, persecution 
was felt by Christians. Anti-Christian 
sentiment would flare up; then would 
come a period of toleration; then per- 
secution again—a fair index to the 
nation’s subsequent religious life, which’ 
has been marked by intermittent 
struggle and peace. 





THE COMING OF FRIAR JOHN 


Orthodox Catholicity first came to 
this part of the Orient in the thirteenth 
century with a sixty-year-old Francis- 
can missionary on horseback. He was 
John of Carpini, and early companion 
of St. Francis of Assisi himself. An 
important man in the order, Friar John 
did organizational work in Spain and 
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even as far as the Barbary Coast (Cf. 
Welsh, 13th, Greatest of Centuries). 

Recognizing the friar’s genius, Pope 
Innocent IV in 1245 sent him to see the 
Tartar monarch, for the Mongol in- 
vaders were threatening to place all 
Europe under their yoke. 

Despite his advanced age, John set 
out on horseback with a Polish friar 
on Easter Sunday, 1245. He went to 
Kiev, crossed the Dnieper and the Don 
to the Volga, and finally arrived at the 
court of the supreme Khan in Mongolia. 
In a mere hundred days, the staunch 
Franciscan and his companion had 
traveled three thousand miles over the 
most rugged terrain, including the Ural 
Mountains, to reach the Imperial camp 
near the Orkhon River. 

The Khan detained the missioners 
three months, then sent them back to 
the Pope with a haughty note to the 
effect that “the Khan of the Tartars 
was the scourge of God for Christianity” 
and must fulfill his mission (Walsh, 
ibid., p. 402). 

The “Great Wall’ had scotched the 
first real missionary attempt. 

The arduous, seven-month journey 
back to Kiev, finally to Lyons, is re- 
corded by Friar John; but the intense 
suffering that the long trek caused the 
modest priests must be surmised rather 
than read. 

The friar’s travelogue, Liber Tar- 
tarorum (Book of the Tartars), did 
much to arouse interest in the Orient 
of that day. The record had an effect 
similar to that of Marco Polo, the 700th 
anniversary of whose birth is marked 
this year. But, whereas many regarded 
Marco Polo’s account as fictitious, the 
friar’s report was too free of egotism 
to be sold short. 


EFFORTS OF KING LOUIS IX 
Another early Franciscan who went 
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to China was William of Rubruk. He 
was sent to see Ghengis Khan by King 
Louis IX of France. Hearing a rumor 
that a nephew of the Khan had become 
a Christian, the saintly French monarch 
envisaged a possibility of Christianizing 
the land and introducing Christian 
rulers among the Chinese. 

Friar William, who also left an ac- 
curate record of his travels, reached the 
court of the great Khan, near Kara- 
korum, in the mid-thirteenth century. 
The Tartar ruler arranged a debate 
among a Christian, a Mohammedan, 
and a Buddhist. It seems he was a 
sort of eclectic and wished to discern 
what truth each religion possessed in 
order to select doctrines from each for 
his own guidance. At any rate, the 
debate showed the Khan’s liberal- 
mindedness, if it did not reach much of 
a decision. 

It is an interesting sidelight that the 
Khan set up a death penalty for any 
of the adversaries who should slander 
another of the debaters. (This is bold 
contrast to the Chinese situation today, 
where the Red rulers impute all manner 
of false crimes to priests and nuns, and 
even coerce Christians to slander them- 
selves.) 

The Khan’s tolerant attitude opened 
the way for real missionary progress in 
the following century. The Ming 
dynasty was even easier to deal with. 

The spirit of isolationism, however, 
still slowed down the spread of the 
Faith. Though China’s rulers in this 
era tolerated all religions, they wanted 
the people’s final loyalty to rest with 
the person of the Emperor. The situa- 
tion was similar to that of ancient 
Rome, where the Emperor would prob- 
ably never have molested the Chris- 
tians had he not been persuaded that 
they were “traitors.” 

A further comparison with ancient 
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Rome lies in the number of Christians. 
There were 30,000 Christians in China 
in the fourteenth century, and the same 
number in Rome in the third century— 
both after approximately the same 
period of proselytization. 


“ENERGETIC MISSIONARY ACTION” 
AND ITS DECLINE 


The surprising growth of Christianity 
in the Orient by the middle. of the 
fourteenth century can be seen in the 
fact that in East China the Franciseans 
had translated the New Testament into 
the vernacular; John of Montecorvino 
was made Patriarch of the Orient; the 
Patriarch had seven Franciscan Auxil- 
iaries; and a Cathedral church was 
built in Peking in 1368 (McSorley, Out- 
line History of The Church, p. 466). 
The Mongol Emperors had even sub- 
sidized some Chureh work and estab- 
lished a monastery. 

In what the Encyclopedia Brittanica 
terms ‘“‘an energetic missionary action,” 
both Franciscans and Dominicans had 
extended their foundations in many 
parts of the East. Not the least of the 
founders was the Franciscan Friar 
Odoric, who established religious houses 
at Fuhkeen and Schwan Chow. Odoric’s 
travels took him finally to Cambaluc, 
or Peking, where he found Archbishop 
John of Montecorvino an old man, but 
still too much devoted to his missionary 
career to return to Europe and tell 
about it. 

Shortly after the death of Monte- 
corvino, missionaries stopped coming to 
China and the Faith died out. It is 
not known for certain how the Francis- 
cans came to their end. No trace of 
them survives. And once again the 
vestiges of the Oriental “hands off” 
policy can be discerned. 

Further proof of the Franciscans’ 
labors have been discovered in our 


time. In the spring of 1952 a stone was 
uncovered at Yankchow on which is 
carved a good representation of the 
Madonna and Child. The picture is 
traced by antiquarians to the year 1342. 

The next missionary effort in China 
was made by the Portuguese in 1517. 
From headquarters on the Island of 
Macao, the Dominicans, Augustinians, 
and Franciscans set out in 1557, but 
fared badly. That the efforts of the 
Macao men met some succes, however, 
is attested to by Bishop Charles Quinn, 
C.M., exiled from his Diocese of 
Yukiang, China, by the modern Reds 
and now teaching at St. Thomas’ Semi- 
nary, Denver, Colorado. The Bishop 
reports that his own Vincentians found 
a reasonably pure Catholic faith exist- 
ing among certain of the valley people 
who had not seen a priest for four 
hundred years. The natives of this 
isolated section showed an accurate 
knowledge of the God-Man, baptized 
their children, and were devoted to the 
Virgin Mary. 


CONTROVERSY ON 
“CHINESE RITES” 


The first permanent mission of the 
century was established by the Jesuits 
in 1583. Ruggieri, with two compan- 
ions, Rieci and Pasio, made the expedi- 
tion. Though not the leader, Ricci was 
the outstanding man. He combined the 
skill of an astronomer with an amazing 
versatility of manner. He translated 
Euclid into Chinese, took a Chinese 
name, and dressed as a mandarin to 
gain the confidence of the people. 

The indominatable Jesuit won many 
converts, and in 1598 was escorted by 
the viceroy of Nanking to the then 
forbidden city of Peking (MeSorley, 
ibid., p. 623). 

Jesuit success in China lasted until 
the opening years of the eighteenth 
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century, when the well-known “Chinese 
Rites” controversy came to a_ head. 
Ricci had ingratiated himself by adopt- 
ing Chinese manners; some of his mis- 
sionary successors veered too far toward 
Chinese liturgy. 

In the seventeenth century, when 
other religious communities besides the 
Jesuits entered the Chinese Empire, 
they noticed that converts to the Faith 
were accustomed to prostrate them- 
selves at the mention of Confucius’ 
name. The new Christians also made 
profound obeisance before the name 
and tombs of their ancestors, and pre- 
sented offerings of fruits, vegetables 
and incense. 

Criticized for permitting their charges 
to indulge in ancestor worship, the Jes- 
uits contended that such rites were 
merely civil. 

When Tournon, the Patriarch of Anti- 
och, was sent to China by the Holy See 
to investigate the charges, he was im- 
prisoned by the Emperor—under Portu- 
guese guards. 

Benedict XIV condemned the use of 
the Chinese rites by a special bull in 
1742, and went so far as to forbid mis- 
sionaries in China even to discuss his 
decision, so great was the agitation 
already astir. 

The action of Pope Benedict was the 
climax of the troublesome affair. Pre- 
vious Pontiffs—Clement XI and Inno- 
cent VIII—had long ago taken similar 
action. 

Many, including Catholics, have 
questioned the wisdom of these Popes’ 
decision. Such critics have labeled the 
action at least a disciplinary blunder 
and an impediment to the Christianiza- 
tion of China. 


LATOURETTE ON PAPAL ACTIONS 


But the non-Catholic historian, Ken- 
neth Latourette, whose accuracy and 
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authority no one disputes, puts up a 
very strong case for the Popes. Coming 
back to the old question of the national- 
ism of the Chinese, he shows that no 
large body of Christian missionaries 
could have lived and worked in China 
at that time, no matter what their atti- 
tude toward the term for God and the 
rites honoring Confucius and ancestors, 
without eventually arousing intense 
opposition. 

The missioners would have been sus- 
pected, Latourette explains, of being 
agents of European powers; they would 
have had to forbid to their converts 
accepted practices of the community; 
and some of the fundamental institu- 
tions of the Catholie Chureh, such as 
Confession, would have given rise to 
mistrust. 

It is possible, the expert on the Orient 
points out, that in the latter nineteenth 
and dawning twentieth centuries, when 
other forces joined with the missions in 
breaking down the resistance of Chinese 
culture, a more tolerant attitude toward 
established customs might have been of 
advantage, but this also is doubtful (Cf. 
Latourette, History of Christian Mis- 
sions in China, p. 154). 

It is the experienced judgment of 
Latourette that the papal decrees pro- 
scribing the Chinese rites helped to keep 
the Chureh from losing its distinctive 
message and probably its vitality. Had 
the Church made its peace with some of 
the more important existing religious 
practices of China, deterioration would 
almost certainly have followed. 

Conscious compromise with ancient 
customs, the scholar declares, might be 
safely permitted, to some extent, by a 
man like Ricci, but under less able or 
less wise successors it probably would 
have gotten out of hand. 

The papal decisions, Latourette con- 
cludes, made the winning of nominal 
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more difficult, but they 
tended to keep high the standards of 
the Church. 

This, remember, is a non-Catholie’s 
study of the problem. Add the ortho- 
dox Catholie ban on participatio in 
sacris, and it is easy to see why the 
Popes had to clamp down on a national 
tendeney that at least smacked of idola- 
try. Even today, Pope Pius XII warns 
against a “national church,” though, of 
course, the papal target today is differ- 
ent from what it was in early times. 

That the Chureh is ever willing to 
honor ancient customs when there is 
no danger of false religion was proved 
in recent times by Pius XII. In 1938 
he allowed Chinese Catholics to take 
part in commemorative functions hon- 
oring Confucius and the dead ancestors. 

But this time the situation had an 
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entirely different complexion. The Pon- 
tiff granted the permission only after 
solemn assurance by the Chinese gov- 
ernment that all Confucian ceremonies 
of state “take place solely for the pur- 
pose of promoting and expressing the 
honor due to a great man and to proper 
regard for tradition.”’ 

Even in this concession, however, 
the Holy See made it plain that Chinese 
Catholics could assist in public cere- 
monies “which bear some semblance of 
superstition provided they remain pas- 
sive and participate only in such out- 
ward marks of respect as may be re- 
garded as purely civil in character.” 


THE BOXER REBELLION 
AND THE CATHOLIC TOLL 


Though it clear that the 
Chinese-rites controversy was not the 
chief deterrent to further Catholic mis- 
sionary activity, certainly the liturgical 
battle took its toll. Recurrent persecu- 
tions that beset the Bride of Christ 
from 1772 to 1820 were an upshot of the 
controversy. And the Boxer movement 


seems 


(1899-1900) was the worst blow that 
had been dealt the Chureh in China’s 
history up to that time. 

There is no doubt that the Boxer re- 
bellion was a religious war. And the 
inherent isolationism of the Chinese, 
handed a severe setback by Japanese 
invasion in 1894 and 1895, sought to 
reinstate itself through the massacre of 
Christians in the Boxer uprising (Cf. 
Latourette, The Great Century, p. 260). 

Condemning Catholic missionaries as 
well as many Protestant proselyters as 
“secondary foreign devils,” the Boxers 
gained governmental, and often guber- 
natorial, aid in striking at Christianity. 

Catholics were the principal victims 
of the Boxers. In an action concen- 
trated mainly in North China, thou- 
sands of Catholies, with their spiritual 
leaders, were destroyed. Bishop Favier, 
Vicar Apostolic at Peking, estimated 
that between 15,000 and 20,000 of his 
people were killed. In Shansi Province, 
where the governor was_ pro-Boxer, 
2,000 Catholics perished; in Mongolia, 
3,000; in Manchuria, 1,500; and so the 
story of carnage goes. 

It became evident that the same 
nationalistic feeling that had choked on 
a pure Roman liturgy could strike out 
to kill when it saw itself daily losing 
ground to Western culture. 

Perhaps the Edict of Toleration, an 
imperial move of 1899 to encourage the 
missions, was more than the ancient 
Taoists could swallow. 


RESPITE—AND THE 
COMING OF THE REDS 


European intervention killed the 
Boxer rebellion. Despite persecutions, 
missionary work had begun to show 
great progress with the return of the 
Jesuits in 1842. One authority gives 
the number of Catholics in China in 
1870 as 383,000; in 1890, 576,440; in 
1901, 1,364,618; and in 1912, 1,431,258 
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(Cf. Latourette, The Great Century, p. 
293). 

Soon after World War I, however, 
the Reds began to move into China. 
Communism enjoyed varying fortunes 
until the mid-1930’s, when roving Red 
armies began to appear and wreak their 
havoe. 

But even in the face of Communist 
infiltration, the Church in China, as late 
as 1946, had twenty ecclesiastical prov- 
inces, eighty suffragan sees, a Cardinal 
Archbishop, about 5,000 priests, and 
6,000 nuns (MeSorley, zbid., p. 973). 

Then the Red menace grew, spread, 
and crushed out the lives of those who 
symbolized its most obstinate opposi- 
tion, the members of the Mystical 
Body of Christ. With its diabolical 
procedure of stealthy infiltration cli- 
maxed by complete control, Commu- 
nism made notable gains. And the 
Reds’ chief bait for the unsuspecting in 
China was the very motivation that 
had tripped up so many missionaries of 
the past—an intense nationalism with 
its inevitable isolationism. 

The sad irony of the tale is that the 
Russians behind the whole program, the 
same Russians who had shouted, “Eu- 
rope for the Europeans” as they moved 
into their Continental satellites, now 
became Asians in an “Asia for the Asi- 
atics” campaign in the Orient. 

PERSECUTIONS IN CHINA— 

A COMPARISON 

An interesting comparison can be 
drawn between Chinese persecutors of 
old and the Red Chinese. Both, to 
begin with, denied that Christianity 
was being persecuted, and strongly as- 
sured the world that only crimes were 
being punished. 

Go back to the mid-nineteenth cen- 
tury. The French envoy, Lagrene, was 
sent to China in 1844-46 to make a 
treaty for his nation. Lagrene com- 
plained, through his ‘nterpreter, that 
Catholics were being persecuted at that 
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time. In answer to that charge, Ch’i- 
Ying, the Imperial representative, sol- 
emnly declared that the law of pro- 
scription of the Emperor Chia-Ch’ing 
in 1816 did not outlaw the Christian 
religion; it was only against those who, 
while using the name of Christian, com- 
mitted horrible crimes, such as taking 
out the eyes of the dying, seducing 
women, ete. 

Compare this with current Red alle- 
gations that they are not persecuting 
Christianity, but proceeding against 
nuns, for example, because they mur- 
dered infants in their orphanages, or 
against priests because they preached 
disobedience against the regime. 

The result of the treaties signed by 
Lagrene and the Emperor was to es- 
tablish toleration for both Catholies 
and Protestants. Here ends the simi- 
larity between former persecutors and 
the present Reds, for the nineteenth- 
century attacks on Catholics were a re- 
sult of the ignorance of the Chinese 
government of the time in confounding 
Catholicity with many of the Buddhist 
and Taoist sects (Cf. Osservatore Ro- 
mano, 1, 28, 55). But the Red scourge 
of the Chureh is fashioned from de- 
liberate lies and misrepresentation—a 
diabolical intent to wipe out religion no 
matter what the means taken. 

Despite the fact, however, that Com- 
munism in China has decimated the 
Catholic body, and no priest or nun is 
allowed to function (of those, indeed, 
still alive and unexiled), the record of 
the “hard core” of the faithful is a 
magnificent page in Church history. 
This hard core is a corps of martyrs and 
martyrs-to-be, one segment of the 
Chinese that has learned, through the 
grace of divine faith, that loyalty to 
God supersedes and supernaturalizes 
loyalty to an ancient culture, to ancient 
ideals, to ancient liturgies. 

It is to these that the Father of 
Christendom speaks. 


Roma Locura 


By VERY REV. AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Conv., S.T.M., J.C.D., LL.B. 





Too Much Sin in Cinema? 


A recent issue of the Acta carries a 
lengthy major address of Pius XII on 
the vast influence, for weal or woe, of 
today’s cinematic art.’ Although the 
Pope spoke in his native tongue to the 
members of the Italian film industry, 
this allocution is nevertheless of notable 
importance for the entire world. A 
careful reading of the contents of the 
address would seem to indicate that the 
Pontiff was aiming at current abuses 
in this medium of entertainment also 
in our own land. 

In his alloecution the Holy Father 
called upon all men of good will in the 
giant movie industry to ban corrupt 
films. He described the motion picture 
as something of almost magical power, 
and cited as proof of its extraordinary 
influence on present-day society, the 
growing thirst which society has for it. 
The Pope stated that according to 
statistics given him, movie attendance 
throughout the world in 1954 totalled 
12 billion, and he pointedly observed 
that the U.S.A. led with 2.5 billion. 
(TV has not, by any means, stifled the 
cinema. Indeed, TV itself is making 
wide use of films and will do so in the 
future, probably with increasing em- 
phasis.) 

The prime power of attraction en- 
joyed by the film stems, Pius XII said, 
from technical qualities which perform 
the prodigy of transferring the viewer 
into an imaginary world. This artistic 
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element makes the spectator’s mind “a 
prisoner of a world unfolding before 
his eyes.” Because of: this marvelous 
and inherent ability, and because of its 
profound influence on the masses of 
men and even on their moral practices, 
the moving picture has therefore drawn 
the attention not only of competent 
civil and ecclesiastical authorities, but 
also of other groups possessed of calm 
judgment joined to a genuine sense of 
responsibility. “It would certainly be 
desirable,” the Pope declared, “if good 
men would agree in banning corrupt 
movies wherever they are shown, and 
to combat them with the legal and 
moral weapons at their disposal.” 

But this official control is not of it- 
self sufficient, the Holy Father ad- 
mitted. He urged his listeners, those 
concerned in the production of the 
cinema, to reject whatever is unworthy 
or evil; whatever debases human dig- 
nity; whatever harms the individual 
and common good, especially that of 
youth. 

The Sovereign Pontiff explained what 
constitutes the “ideal film.” It is one 
that lacks nothing of what is proper to 
it and possesses to a perfect degree 
whatever is due. The _ primordial 
quality of such an ideal film, the Pope 
asserted, is respect for the dignity, na- 
ture and destiny of man himself. 


RELEVANCE 


Observers of the scene in our land 
have noted a growing threat to decency 
on the American screen, and there has 
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been a consequent sharpening of issues 
between the National Legion of De- 
cency and the Hollywood producers. 
This simmering conflict (which might 
explode in the coming months) is re- 
flected in a widening breach between 
the quarter-century-old Hollywood 
Production Code, which has lately re- 
laxed its hitherto quite rigidly enforced 
taboos, and the articulate and superbly 
functioning National Legion of De- 
cency. The success of the Legion in 
curbing smut, violence, sensationalism, 
etec., is too familiar to American priests 
to require comment here. 


This past spring the Rev. Thomas F. 
Little, Executive Secretary of the Le- 
gion, flatly declared that producers of 
films ‘as a matter of deliberate policy” 
have contracted for a_ considerable 
amount of literary material patently 
offensive to the moral law. Father 
Little remarked that the Production 
Code Authority has apparently ac- 
quiesced in the subsequent release of 
that objectionable material in motion 
picture films. He added that the Le- 
gion of Decency has found it difficult to 
approve a very large number of re- 
cent productions—in the half year prior 
to his statement the Legion had classi- 
fied 78 pictures as objectionable. 

About the same time as Father 
Little’s big blast in New York, Cardinal 
MeIntyre of Los Angeles prepared a 
letter for the faithful of the nearly 300 
churches in his archdiocese, caution- 
ing them against an “obvious trend 
toward laxity in some of the motion 
picture productions—and in the ad- 
vertising of them as well.” 





An example of what the Cardinal 
must have had in mind is Howard 
Hughes’s (of French Line, ete., in- 
famy) Son of Sinbad. This widely 
ballyhooed slice of salaciousness was 


O.K.’d by the Hollywood Production 


140 


Code, but placed by the Legion just 
where is belonged: in class “C”—‘“a 
serious affront to Christian and tra- 
ditional standards of morality and de- 
cency.” 

Ads for Son of Sinbad (and Cardinal 
MelIntyre referred to obscene adver- 
tising) were flamboyantly pornographic. 
“An army of beautiful women,” 
screamed the full pages in national 
magazines, “against an army of violent 
men!” ‘Exotic, seductive, revealing 


dances ... such as you have never seen 
before.” “The daring deeds .. . the 
rousing romances of Sinbad . . . who 


never faced a woman he couldn’t kiss 

. or a battle he couldn’t win!” Evi- 
dently there is nothing bad about sin 
in Hughes’s book. 

It is not easy to discern what the 
future policy of the powerful Motion 
Picture Association of America will be. 
At the moment it seems willing enough 
to play both ends against the middle 
and to dash off in all directions at once. 
Cried Erie Johnston, its president: “The 
movie industry welcomes criticism, but 
feels that it is doing a fine job. It does 
not contemplate making concessions to 
anybody on anything.” He allowed, 
however, that some recent films have 
portrayed excessive violence, but as- 
sured all interested: “There will be a 
different trend in films released this 
fall and winter. The goal is to make 
pictures reasonably accepted by reason- 
able people.” 

Since this statement was calculated 
to please exactly everybody, it will 
succeed in pleasing precisely nobody. 
Certain sections of the American liberal 
press have a mock horror of what they 
eall: “Censorship—a controlled press 
and art.” 

Censor is a richly meaningful and 
necessary word, and properly under- 
stood, it symbolizes a valuable insti- 
tution in any civilized society. Let’s 


Li 


ROMA LOCUTA 





work and pray that the word is not 
distorted by the mouthings of those who 
feel that the standards of Christian 
morality have no place in a secularized 
American society. Christ’s Vicar on 
arth said in his recent allocution: 
“The watchfulness of public authorities 
over motion pictures is fully justified 
by law to defend the common civil and 
moral heritage.” 

Full co-operation with the National 
Legion of Decency is a most effectual 
way of achieving this end. Even people 
who make pictures have their Achilles’ 
heel: the box office. 


Again: Christian Education 


L’Osservatore Romano for Septem- 
ber 5-6, contains a message (in French) 
sent by Pius XII to Cardinal Van 
Roey, Archbishop of Malines, Belgium. 
The occasion was a meeting of the Na- 
tional Congress on Edueation held in 
Brussels to commemorate the 25th anni- 
versary of Pope Pius XI’s celebrated 
encyclical Divini illius Magistri.2 That 
pontifical letter constitutes a funda- 
mental document, both in the light of 
natural law and ecclesiastical law, on 
the nature and scope of Catholic educa- 
tion. 

The present Supreme Pontiff paid 
the highest tribute to the teachings of 
his predecessor. “The inviolable prin- 
ciples the encyclical sets forth on the 
respective roles of the Church, the 
family and the state, in the question of 
education,” wrote the Pope, “are based 
on the very nature of things and upon 
revealed truth. They are not to be 
overthrown by the ebb and flow of 
change. ... This encyclical offers to- 
day, as yesterday, an authentic expres- 
sion of the thought of the Church on 
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the mission of education. In difficult 
hours it will direct, with security and 
by the clarity of its doctrine, the cour- 
ageous efforts of parents and Catholic 
teachers who wish to assure to youth 
i training fully conformed to the exi- 
vencies of the Faith.” 


RELEVANCE 


The heated controversies touched oft 

by the eneyelical of Pius XI after its 
promulgation on the last day of the 
year 1929, have not yet abated. In 
fact, a central point made by that 
Pontiff: that the right of educating her 
children belongs pre-eminently to the 
Church, and therefore that the Chureh 
has the right to tell Catholic parents 
what sort of education their children 
should receive (all the way through, 
college included), is often ignored or 
even denied by Catholics who could 
provide their children with a thorough 
Catholic education but 
do so. , 
The magisterial instructions of Pius 
XI in his encyclical, to which Pius XII 
refers in his message to the Belgium 
Congress as “a veritable Charter of 
Christian education”—‘“a faithful echo 
of the Divine Master whose words do 
not pass away”—furnish precious ma- 
terial for re-examination in the days 
and years that lie ahead. 

The sacrifices demanded in the 
struggle towards the ideal: every 
Catholie child in a Catholie school, will 
not lessen in the foreseeable future. 
Pius XII, in his words of enecourage- 
ment to the Brussels meeting, expressed 
joy that the commemoration of Pius 
XI’s encyclical should prove the occa- 
sion for a renewed study of its teach- 
ings. Such a study would be evidence, 
the saered cause of Christian educa- 
tion. 


neglect to 
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Homies FOR THE Monru 
Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sundays and Feasts 


By JOSEPH F. KEYES 





Second Sunday of Advent 


Confidence in Christ 


“Go and report to John what you have heard and seen: the blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead rise, the poor have the gospel 
preached to them” (Matthew xi: 4, 5). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Blindness of ancients to Messiahship of 
Christ. 
(2) Blindness of modern man to Providence 
of Christ. 
(3) Conclusion: Christ and you. 


As we come to this second Sunday of 
Advent, that period which commemo- 
rates the 4,000 years of promise, between 
Abraham and Christ, I am sure that 
often you must wonder how the Jewish 
nation could have been so blind as not 
to recognize Christ as the promised 
Messias. You would note the prophe- 
cies, Christ’s life, His miracles and His 
preaching and teaching. Each one 
alone, or taking all together, certainly 
proves that Christ was and is the 
Messias promised to Abraham and his 
posterity. 

Looking back into secular history, we 
find the same longing expressed as we 
find in the Bible, a longing for that 
promised leader who would unite the 
Jewish people and form them into one 
integrated nation. The purpose of this 
uniting, this integration, had been dis- 
torted by the worldly, corrupt leaders 
in Our Lord’s time. How they longed 
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for the coming of the Messias, the leader 
who would lead them to world-wide 
preéminence, the dominance over their 
neighboring nations. Their material- 
istic desires and the struggle for wealth 
and power shut out all possible sight of 
other or higher aspirations, closed their 
eyes to the existence of anything but 
materialism. As a person who stares at 
the sun can see nothing but black spots 
before his tear-filled eyes, neither can 
a materialist see anything but what 
exists for him in this world. 

BLINDNESS OF MODERN MAN 

So many of our modern day Catholics, 
perhaps unconsciously, fall into a simi- 
lar manner of thinking. Things of 
spiritual value have a place only far 
back in their subconscious mind. In 
the everyday struggle for existence or 
their own material progress they have 
been ignoring the more important, the 
spiritual advancement of their sculs. 

Have you begun to blind yourself? 
Is the necessity of earning a living 
merely an alibi, an excuse for spiritual 
indolence, not only making you not see, 
but deaf as well to God’s own words, 
“Not by bread alone does man live, 
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but by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God.” It might be well 
to ask yourself the question of whether 
you really cannot find time for spiritual 
progress, or are you trying to justify 
your indolence or perhaps a lack of 
faith and trust in God’s goodness. If 
this is true, then you really are spirit- 
ually blinded. Now, this Advent, is the 
time it would do you well to pause and 
take stock of the present condition of 
your soul and the reason for its present 
condition. 

In St. Matthew’s Gospel (ix: 27-31), 
one of Christ’s many miraculous cures 
of blindness is related thus: “And as 
Jesus passed from thence, there followed 
Him two blind men erying out and say- 
ing, ‘Have mercy on us, O son of David!’ 
And when He was come to the house, 
the blind men came to Him. And 
Jesus saith to them, ‘Do you believe 
that I ean do this unto you?’ They say 
to Him, ‘Yea Lord.’ Then He touched 
their eyes saying, ‘According to your 
faith, be it done unto you.’ And their 
eyes were opened.” In this instance, we 
note that Christ is clearly making us 
understand the necessity of faith and 
trust in Him. In all of His miracles, 
there was no manifestation of divine 
power unless the suppliant had an 
almost childlike confidence in Him and 


His ability. His miracles were not to 
astound or to confound, but to convince 
and give testimony of His divine mission 
to those whose minds were open to con- 
viction and trust. 


CHRIST AND YOU 


That child-like trust of a human- 
being in God’s Providence enables the 
Almighty to be a guide, to illuminate 
minds and provide for necessities. 
Man’s previous anxiety, worry and con- 
cern about life’s problems is like the 
useless bewildered tapping of a blind- 
man’s cane, when God’s firm Hand 
takes him by the elbow and guides him 
along the path of life. 

A good Catholic realizes the need of 
a guide and he knows that Christ is 
that guide. “The blind see, the deaf 
hear and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them.” Now, this Advent, 
He is appealing to you to heed the 
prompting of His actual grace. He is 
seeking your confidence with the concern 
of an anxious father over a blind, stum- 
bling child. He offers you the might and 
strength of His sacraments, the illumi- 
nation and guidance of His sanctifying 
grace, the peace of a trusting mind. 
Are you going to reject Him? Are you 
going to be blind to His approach, deaf 
to His appeal? 


Feast of the Immaculate Conception 


Know Mary! Love Mary! 


OUTLINE: 
(1) You cannot love what you do not know. 
(2) The Immaculate Conception defined. 
(3) Conclusion: American Catholics must 
outwardly show their love of Mary as 
other lands have for centuries. 


Some years ago a certain wealthy 
Catholic man died. During his life he 
had evidenced a great devotion to the 


Immaculate Mother of God, so that 
when his last will and testimony was 
read, it was not surprising to those who 
knew of his devotion to our Blessed 
Mother, that he left the bulk of his es- 
tates to institutions dedicated to her 
under this her most precious and glori- 
ous title of the Immaculate Conception. 
However, some of his heirs, as heirs 
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frequently do, contested his will and 
this on the grounds that his devotion 
to the Immaculate Conception consti- 
tuted an obsession. He was, they 
claimed, the victim of a fixed idea and, 
therefore, not in his right mind when he 
made his will. The lawyer stated pre- 
cisely this in the brief which he pre- 
sented to the court: the deceased, 
George Duval, was obsessed with the 
idea of the Immaculate Conception and 
henee his will was invalid. 

After reading the brief, the court 
asked the lawyer to define his terms. 
What did he mean by the Immaculate 
Conception? The lawyer, a graduate 
of Yale University Law School, replied 
that this referred to the Virgin Birth 
of Christ. Whereupon, the presiding 
judge, returned the brief and asked the 
lawyer to correct the terms of his brief, 
for the Immaculate Conception meant 
no such thing! 


THE TRUE DEFINITION 


More than one hundred years ago, 
actually one hundred and one years ago 
this very day, December 8, 1854, the 
then reigning Holy Father, Pope Pious 
IX, removed forever any last lingering 
doubt or slightest possibility of error 
concerning the Immaculate Conception 
when he solemnly defined the doctrine 
as meaning that Our Blessed Mother 
was, from the first instant of her con- 
ception, preserved free from the stain 
of original sin. Surrounded by his 
cardinals, in the presence of more than 
two hundred archbishops, bishops and 
dignitaries of the Catholic world, His 
Holiness declared: “By the authority 
of Jesus Christ, of the blessed Apostles 
Peter and Paul, and by our own au- 
thority, We declare, pronounce and 
define that the doctrine which holds 
that the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 
first instant of her conception, by a spe- 
cial grace and privilege of Almighty 
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God, in view of the merits of Jesus 
Christ the Saviour of mankind, was pre- 
served free from all stain of original sin, 
has been revealed by God, and there- 
fore, is to be firmly and steadfastly be- 
lieved by all the faithful.” 

This, my dear brethren, did not come 
as a surprise to the Catholie world. It 
was not a new doctrine, but a precise 
definition of a doctrine which lad been 
taught by the Church and believed and 
loved by countless millions of Catho- 
lies from earliest times. St. Ephrem, 
who lived at the beginning of the fourth 
century expressed so beautifully the 
teaching of the infant Church when he 
vrote of our Blessed Mother: ‘She 
Was as innocent as Eve before her fall, 
a Virgin most estranged from every 
stain of sin, more holy than the Sera- 
phim, the sealed fountain of the Holy 
Ghost, the pure seed of God, ever in 
mind and body intact and immaculate.” 

St. Thomas Aquinas declared that her 
purity is the greatest possible after the 
purity of God, Himself. 


EXPRESSIONS OF CATHOLIC LOVE 
FOR MARY 


In the East the Feast of the Inmacu- 
late Conception was celebrated prior to 
the seventh century, and in London it 
was declared a Holy Day of Obliga- 
tion in 1309. From England the cus- 
tom of annually celebrating the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception spread 
to the continent and soon it was adopted 
in France, Spain, Italy, and in other 
parts of Christiandom. 

The love of Catholics for the Im- 
maculate Conception was expressed by 
the numerous shrines built in her honor, 
the churches built and dedicated to her 
Immaculate Conception and the beauti- 
fully conceived paintings and statues 
which their loving fingers created. 

Is it not a pity then that those out- 
side our Church, like the lawyer of 


THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 





whom we spoke, would, in this day and 
age, be ignorant of the true meaning of 
this great truth? They unfortunately 
have not had our loving mother, Holy 
Church, to instruct them. We should 
remember the correct meaning of the 
Immaculate Conception and seek the 
opportunity to explain it to others. But 
to do this, we must first appreciate it 
ourselves, love it and express our belief 
and love by our prayers and works. 


At present, like our forefathers in the 
faith, we Americans are trying to ex- 
press our Catholic heritage by building 
a national shrine in honor of the Im- 
maculate Conception at our nation’s 
capitol in Washington. Pray, dear 
friends, for the successful completion of 
this work and help by your contribu- 
tions, so that, when it is finally finished, 
it will forever be a monumertt to your 
love for your Immaculate Mother. 


Third Sunday of Advent 


Christ, the Son of God 


“There has stood one in the midst of you, whom you know not. 


The same is he 


that shall come after me, who is preferred before me” (John i: 26, 27). 


OUTLINE 
(1) Lack of expressing be liefs and = con- 
victions. 
(2) Divinity of Christ from prophecies. 
(3) Divinity of Christ from miracles. 
(4) Conclusion: Faith in the 


Christ is the foundation of our salva- 


divinity of 


lion. 


Perhaps one of the greatest reasons 
why we do not have more, many more 
converts to the Roman Catholie Church 
is because Catholics themselves seem 
unwilling to answer questions regarding 
their Faith. Sometimes it is a question 
of intellectual inability; more often it 
is either a false sense of modesty or an 
uncertainty of just how to express them- 
selves regarding their convictions and 
This fact becomes more appar- 
At this 
season we have a festive atmosphere, an 
apparent and sometimes empty jubila- 
tion which is but a background similar 
to that which surrounded Mary and 
Joseph in Bethlehem. Yet, in the center 
Christian’s mental picture, 
there is a manger and the kneeling wor- 


beliefs. 
ent as we approach Christmas. 


of every 


shipping figures about the God-Man. 
Now could you, right at this moment, 
explain why you believe Jesus Christ 
is the God-Man, alone worthy of wor- 
ship? Would not somebody’s Christmas 
be happier, fuller and more understand- 
ing if you mentioned to them something 
of the background previous to the birth 
of Christ? You might even intellec- 
tually convince them that He was 
divine. 

Of course you would have to go back 
and explain how God sent the prophets, 
those religious and moral teachers of 
the Jewish nation, the heralds of the 
future Messias. Their purpose was to 
unfold the mystery that enveloped this 
great event so that, at the time of Christ, 
the Jews could even know the approx- 
imate time of the coming, and man 
could not honestly say he was kept in 
ignorance. The Old Testament as well 
as contemporary secular books clearly 
mention the birthplace of the future 
Messias; His birth from a_ Virgin 
Mother as a son of David; His name, 
Messias or Christ, “the anointed One.” 
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The prophet Isaias even called Him 
“Emmanuel,” which meant “God with 
us.” 

In his Gospel, St. Matthew focuses 
attention upon those facts. He explic- 
itly states that Christ was born in 
Bethlehem and was hailed King of the 
Jews. He tells us of His life in Nazareth 
with His Virgin Mother, that He might 
be called-the Nazarene as the prophets 
had foretold. These prophets had even 
foretold of the flight into Egypt and the 
Massacre of the Innocents as well as 
the appearance of St. John the Baptist, 
the precursor or last prophet who was 
to give the final message. 


DIVINITY OF CHRIST 
FROM MIRACLES 


Perhaps you could mention some of 
the miracles performed by Christ dur- 
ing His lifetime. These are facts and 
events clearly attested to by the Scrip- 
tures as well as by secular history. 

I am sure you remember how He 
changed water into wine at the marriage 
feast of Cana in response to the request 
of His Mother and to avoid embarrass- 
ment to the newly-wed couple. You 
might also relate of His calming of the 
storm on Lake Tiberias, a storm so 
great that even the experienced fisher- 
men were frightened and pleaded with 
the sleeping Jesus, saying, “Master, is 
it naught to thee that we are perishing?” 
How many other miracles there are 
that you might mention; miracles of 


cures of all sorts of human ailments, as 
the woman with a hemorrhage, the blind, 
the lepers and the paralyties. Finally 
you might mention Christ bringing the 
dead back to life which demonstrated 
his absolute supremacy over the soul. 
The greatest miracle of this type is, of 
course, His own resurrection. Here we 
have an awful three-hour agony and 
death upon the cross. Secular history 
relates how the Roman soldier, in order 
to satisfy any possible doubt regarding 
the death of Christ, pierced His side 
with the spear. In all of these cases 
it was necessary for Him to restore the 
forces of the body and to bring the soul 
back from its eternal state to its tem- 
poral existence, and only God has the 
power over life, the power to do this. 


FOUNDATION OF OUR SALVATION 


All of these miracles were performed 
to prove Christ’s divine mission and 
power, so that all men would believe in 
Him and that those who already did 
believe would be strengthened in their 
faith. Now, you know how many there 
are today who do not acknowledge the 
divinity of Christ. You have the oppor- 
tunity to be prophets to them, to reveal 
to them the “one who has stood in the 
midst of you whom you know not.” 
St. Matthew explicitly mentions the 
reward for such actions when he says, 
‘Everyone that shall confess me before 
men, I will also confess him before my 
Father who is in heaven.” 


Fourth Sunday of Advent 


Repentance 


“And he came into all of the country about the Jordan, preaching the baptism of 
penance for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke iii: 3). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Sense of responsibility among Jews. 
(2) Sense of responsibility today. 
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(3) Personal ideas about Kingdom of God. 


(4) Conclusion: Tear down the hills, fill in 


the valleys of your soul. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 





When St. John the Baptist began his 
mission of preparation for the Messias, 
he must have been a striking vision. 
“He was dressed in a garment of camel- 
hair with a kilt of skin about his waist, 
and he fed on locusts and wild honey.” 
In the early days of the Jewish nation, 
all of the prophets had been similarly 
attired. However there were no true 
prophets for the last five centuries and 
many false prophets had brought dis- 
eredit upon this garb as well as upon 
themselves. Thus, to dress in such gar- 
ments, St. John was openly inviting 
sarcasm at least. 

SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY 

AMONG THE JEWS 


The people themselves had changed 
as well. Formerly the call of the 
prophet meant that the voice of God 
was summoning them to repentance. 
When the whole nation under Aaron 
had sinned by adoring false gods, the re- 
pentance Was quick and sincere. Every- 
thing profane had been burned and de- 
stroyed, and God granted pardon and 
saved the people. In St. John’s time, 
though, the people questioned the ery 
for repentance. 

There were however a few souls who 
understood. Some had begun to think 
of their own personal responsibility in 
the sight of God. Thus, in spite of the 
complacency of the nation as a whole, 
those who felt guilty after an examina- 
tion of conscience were only too eager 
to heed and follow St. John. He invited 
them to come and be baptized in the 
river Jordan, that by this external sign 
they might signify their change of 
heart, their beginning of repentance. 
This, of course, was only a symbol of 
a cleansing, a taking away of stain. 
St. John insisted that this baptism, like 
that of the Sacrament instituted by 
Christ, was efficacious for the forgive- 
ness of sin. Man, by voluntarily sub- 


mitting himself to the washing of St. 
John, confessed himself to be a sinner 
and gave proof of a serious intention to 
change his ways. 

PERSONAL IDEAS OF 

MESSIANIC KINGDOM 

There was very little doubt regarding 
St. John’s message. He announced 
that God was on the point of inaugurat- 
ing His reign, and that in fulfillment of 
the centuries of longing. They had 
been slaves under the Persians, Egyp- 
tians and Syrians, while now they were 
subject to the control and government 
of Herod and the Romans. It was 
now evident that God had not forsaken 
His people. His prophets had promised 
many times that a descendent of David 
should ascend the throne. This prom- 
ise had almost become an object of 
faith. 

However they had their own ideas on 
how this new nation should be ruled. 
Every Israelite lived in the hope of 
sharing this reign, at least over the 
subjected and conquered nations. They 
wanted God to reign—He was so far 
away. Thus the Jews wanted the 
strength and power of God to be pres- 
ent and immediate to enable them to 
be the world leaders, subjugating all of 
the other nations. Once this was ac- 
complished, God might become abstract 
and retire to His heavens above. 


SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY TODAY 


Today is the fourth Sunday of Ad- 
vent. Christmas is so near, almost upon 
us, and some of us have not done a 
thing in the way of spiritual prepara- 
tion. We shall point to the huge crowds 
who attend our churches on Sunday, to 
the great crowds who will contend to 
be seen at Midnight Mass and the High 
Mass on Christmas Day. We shall 
mention the great number who have 
gone to Confession and Communion 
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and, perhaps, like the Jews of old, we 
shall be excusing ourselves from re- 
sponsibility because we have so many 
presents to buy, so much to do in the 
way of decoration and in preparation 
for possible guests. Are we not for- 
getting that this is a celebration of 
Christ’s birthday? And as the ancients 
pulled down the hills and leveled the 
roads in order that the approaching 
ruler might have no difficulty, have we 
done so to our hearts and souls? 

St. John first launched his attacks 
upon the proud Pharisees, those who 
looked upon themselves as the author- 
ized interpreters of God’s law, who 
thought they were indispensable. Have 
we not such people in our modern day, 
good chureh-goers who constantly look 
about to see what others are doing, 
people who can’t wait to give out some 
choice bit of news—not to be unchari- 
table, but just to let you know. Ask 
yourself whether you are one of those 
pious followers of Christ? Have you 
a hill or maybe a mountain of criticism 
and scorn for others because they do 
not attend church as you do? 


PERSONAL IDEAS ABOUT 
KINGDOM OF GOD 


Perhaps, on the other hand, you 


might have personal ideas about how 
God should rule the world. If what you 
do in business is your own business and 
idea, are you not as bad as the con- 
demned, unjust publicans who collected 
excessive taxes? You might steal and 
cheat, calling it good business, but it is 
still injustice. What about your home 
life? Has that become an excessive den 
of iniquity? Outside, to all of the 
neighbors, you are the smiling, good, 
jovial person, but within the walls of 
your own home you might be the veri- 
table devil. You hope God is so remote, 
so far away, not the searcher of your 
innermost thoughts and heart. 


TEAR DOWN THE HILLS, 
FILL IN THE VALLEYS 


These are the hills over mountains 
that St. John asked to be leveled. These 
are the valleys that should have been 
filled in. At least try to make some 
attempt during these last few days of 
Advent that your heart and soul might 
stretch forth its arms in welcome to 
Christ on Christmas Day. Show Christ 
that you really mean to change and 
repent by making a good confession and 
reception of Holy Communion. Make 
yourself, your soul, the gift that Christ 
wants on His birthday, this Christmas. 


Christmas Day 
The Gift of Poverty 


“T bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all the people; for there 
has been born to you today, in the town of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” 
(Luke ii: 10). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Messias was to be God’s Son. 
(2) Christ’s regard for poverty. 
(3) Conclusion: In following Christ’s doc- 
trine closely we do find true happiness. 


In these few simple words, as found 
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in St. Luke’s Gospel, do the Angels 
announce an event which was to upset 
the whole world, extend to all periods 
of time and be felt throughout eternity. 
Even though Adam and Eve by their 
sin had offended God and caused the 





CHRISTMAS DAY 





downfall of all their descendants, God, 
in His bountiful merey, promised that 
One born of their race would make 
atonement for their sins and _ restore 
them and future generations to divine 
favor. Today we therefore rejoice with 
the fulfillment of this promise. 
the Angelic 
whole world the birth of an Infant in 
a manger at Bethlehem. 


Today 


choirs proclaim to the 


MESSIAS WAS TO BE GOD’S SON 


St. John in His Gospel as read in the 
third Mass today, tells us: “In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God and the Word was God. 
All things were made by Him, and with- 
out Him was nothing that was made.” 
These words teach us that the Al- 
mighty’s plan for rescuing and saving 
man from the sin of Adam and Eve, 
involved His own divine Son. He was 
one in Substance with Himself, yet He 
took on human nature, coupled it with 
His own divine Nature and was like 
those He came to save, except for sin. 
He had a human soul with the same 
faculties as our human souls; He was 
filled with anxieties and agonies, with 
tribulations, fears and amazements. 
His human body grew, needed nourish- 
ment, Was tender, sensitive and frail, 
felt suffering, was able to be bruised, 
torn with scourges, pricked with thorns, 
pierced with nails and die in agony 
This was all in the divine 
plan: asin of Adam atoned for by man, 
but apologized for by God. 

Today it is with a great deal of awe 


On a Cross. 


that we obey the angelic command af 
“oo over to Bethlehem and see the 
wonder that has come to pass.” As we 
approach the crib, we behold those little 
hands outstretched in helplessness and 
know them to be the hands of God at 
whose touch blind eyes will open, mute 


tongues will talk, deaf ears will hear 
and all sicknesses and maladies will be 
We see those weak baby feet 


unable to support the weight of a baby 


cured. 


body, but able to walk upon the waters 
of a stormy lake. We hear that soft, 
weak, baby voice calling His Mother, 
Mary. Suddenly we realize that this is 
the voice of God who once called crea- 
tion into commanded the 
winds and the sea, even called forth the 
dead from the tomb. This apparent 
weakness of the Baby in the Manger 
was the voluntary choice of the Messias. 
He, who could have been born with all 
His splendor and power, surrounded by 


existence, 


the riches and grandeur of a_ noble 
palace, chose the poverty and weakness 
of an infant to teach us these funda- 
mental lessons. Jesus came not only 
to be our Redeemer, but also to be our 


example. 


CHRIST’S REGARD FOR POVERTY 


We surround ourselves with riches 
and comforts which become necessities 
in our daily lives. Sometimes we even 
fly in the face of God if these be taken 
But that Baby in the Manger 
chose poverty. His hospital was a 
stable; His crib was a manger; He was 


from us. 


supported and provided for by a car- 
penter. His friends were from among 
His Apostles and disciples 

hard-working fishermen. 
When He died, He was stripped of 
everything, even His own mother. He 
was buried in another man’s tomb. 
Christ, who came to restore man to 
dignity and happiness, came and lived 
stripped of riches. In this way He en- 
dowed poverty with special blessings. 
The rich and the well-to-do turned 
poverty-stricken Mary and 


the poor. 


were poor 


Joseph 
away from their doors and thus missed 
the richest treasure ever promised. 
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HERE WE FIND TRUE HAPPINESS 


Unfortunately, many who bend low 
in adoration over His crib this morning 
will soon forget all that it teaches. For 
a few days the Christmas spirit will re- 
main, but in following Christ tempo- 
rary enthusiasm is not sufficient. Dur- 
ing this season, men, women and chil- 
dren put aside all their pettiness, jeal- 
ousies and self-seeking in their anxiety 
to make others happy. This is the 
spirit our Blessed Lord would have at 
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all times. If Christ’s love, peace and 
happiness is to persist and wipe away 
the present discontent, it must be done 
by each and every one of us. We must 
strive to cultivate this Christmas good- 
ness until it becomes almost automatic, 
spontaneous and, above all, sincere. 


We must study the stable, the manger, 
the crib. We must learn of Christ if 
we are to be disciples of Christ. We 
must follow Christ if we wish our day 
to be peaceful, happy and merry like 


Christmas. 





General Executive Organt- 
zation in the School 


I. By the RIGHT REV. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt.D., LL.D. 


A stupy of the general executive 


organization of a school system helps 
to clarify the part that each member 
of the executive personnel must take 
in the conduct of the work of that 
system. It must be understood that an 
executive organization has no intrinsic 
itself. The 
measures the value of its executive or- 


value in school system 


ganization only in terms of the child’s 


development. “The point of view 
adopted in the Pittsburgh Catholic 


Schools,’ we read in the Handbook} 
“regards administration and supervision 
as co-extensive with every physical, 
mental, and spiritual activity facilitat- 
ing the child’s opportunity to learn. 
The supreme and only task is the edu- 
cation of the child, and the entire execu- 
tive personnel must work in harmony 
and in unison to achieve this single, 
all-inelusive objective. Formal school- 
ing is not a series of diversified fune- 
tions, but a unitary function.” 


THE BISHOP’S PART 


Administrators, supervisors, princi- 
pals, and teachers have their separate 
contributions to make to the great work 
of teaching, but they must all be con- 
scious of the fact that they are working 
together toward a common objective. 
Their contributions must be correlated 

. Handbook of School Policies and Practices, 
Diocese of Pittsburgh, 1954. By Thomas J. 
Quigley, Ph.D., and John B. McDowell, Ph.D. 
(School Office. 125 N. Craig St., Pittsburgh 
13, Pa.). 


und integrated toward the achievement 
of this objective. The work of each is 
a related part to the work of all the 
others. The work of the superintendent 
is vastly different from that of the de- 
partment director, the supervisor dif- 
fers in function from the teacher, but 
they all work to achieve one aim: more 
and better opportunities for pupil learn- 
ing. 

At the head of the general executive 
organization of the diocesan school sys- 
tem is the Bishop. The Bishop is the 
chief pastor of all parishes in the dio- 
cese and is personally responsible for 
the policies and practices of schools 
within the diocese. The words of Christ 
to His Apostles, “EKuntes ergo docete 
omnes gentes,” are the foundation of 
this authority. By divine law bishops 
have the right to teach Christian doc- 
trine. They must also supervise thie 
teaching of Christian doctrine in the 
seminaries, as well as in the secondary 
and primary schools. In virtue of this 
right of superintendence, and because 
of the intimate relations which exist 
between instruction and education, the 
bishop is empowered to forbid attend- 
ance at undenominational schools, at 
least in those districts where Catholic 
schools exist, and where attendance at 
the former schools is dangerous. 

The Third Plenary Council of Balti- 
more tells us that in virtue of the same 
right the Bishop will very often be 
hound to erect Catholic schools or favor 
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their establishment. All their efforts 
must aim at preserving the true Faith 
and a high moral tone among the peo- 
attain objectives in 
the bishops have found it 


ple. To these 
America, 
necessary to erect and maintain a sepa- 
rate system of schools. We need not 
here go into a discussion of the respec- 
tive rights of the Church and the State 
in education. It is sufficient to sum- 
marize in the words of the Handbook 
and say that the Bishop, “representing 
the Church, and the State Department 
of Publie Instruction representing the 
State, constitute the legislative branch 
of education for Catholic schools. All 
schools are obliged to carry out the 
educational policies of the Bishop and 
the Commonwealth.” 


SCHOOL BOARD AND 
SUPERINTENDENT 


In nearly all dioceses certain fune- 
tions in the administration of educa- 
tion are assigned to a school board 
appointed by the Bishop as advisors to 
him and the Superintendent of Schools. 
In the diocese of Pittsburgh the School 
Board consists of fifteen priests. This 
board elects its own chairman, vice- 
chairman, and secretary. Four sched- 
uled meetings are held annually during 
the school year. The chairman may 
convoke additional meetings as needed. 

It is common practice for the bishops 
in America to appoint a priest as super- 
intendent of schools. The superintend- 
ent will have those powers and fune- 
tions assigned him by the Bishop. He 
is directly responsible to the bishop for 
the suecessful administration of the 
schools. The superintendent represents 
the bishop in educational matters and 
is charged with the duty of interpreting 
and putting into effect the educational 
policies of the Bishop. Through the 
Bishop he also interprets educational 
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policies of the State. Under the Bishop 
his authority extends over all elemen- 
tary and secondary schools which are 
within the geographic limits of the dio- 
cese. In some dioceses the authority of 
the superintendent reaches also schools 
of a higher level. 

The first duty of the Superintendent 
is to put into effect the educational pro- 
eram of the Bishop. To accomplish 
this, the Superintendent exercises these 
functions: 


1. To set up and put into operation 
adequate machinery for carrying 
out the Catholic educational pro- 
gram. This will include mecha- 
nism for development of the cur- 
riculum, teacher training program 
(including certification, in-service 
programs, development of person- 
nel) and the establishment of the 
necessary committees to carry on 
the work. 

2. To establish procedures for check- 
ing on plant maintenance and im- 
provement. This will include or- 
ganization for examining existing 
plants, studying current needs, and 
suggesting future expansion and 
improvements. 

3. To interpret the Catholie educa- 
tional program to the community. 
This will inelude a program of 
publie relations through which the 
educational program is explained 
to other educational agencies, civic 
organizations, business, and indus- 
try in that community. It involves 
establishing liaison with the public 
schools at the state and local 
levels, and co-operating with them 
in community problems. This also 
requires the establishment of a 
program for parents and teachers 
in order that this basie partnership 
can work more effectively for the 
development of the child. 

4. To establish proper methods for 
analysis and evaluation of the en- 
tire program. This will inelude 
research for study of the curricu- 
lum and testing program, teachers’ 
institutes, and meetings to discuss 
and report on school matters, eval- 
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uation of teaching — personnel 
through competent supervision. 

5. To report to the Bishop on the 
school program so that the status 
may be appraised and evaluated, 
and further development of the 
educational program be planned. 
This would inelude regular reports 
and recommendations submitted to 
the Bishop (Ilandbook, pp. 28 
29.) 


THE PASTOR’S PART 


The pastor of the parish is the di- 
rector of the school in his parish. There 
was a day in the United States when 
the parish priest was at times the arehi- 
tect, the builder, the superintendent, 
and perhaps the only teacher in his 
school. The present parish school sys- 
tem in the United States is a monument 
to the self-sacrificing service and the 
enlightened zeal of thousands of Cath- 
olic pastors over the stretch of several 
generations. The Third Plenary Coun- 
cil of Baltimore, in specifying the agen- 
cies caleulated to make the parish 
school effective, gives the priest a fore- 
most place. The words of the Council 
direct that pastors should organize 
parish schools, and should familiarize 
themselves with the principles and 
methods of education in order that they 
may discharge properly their duty in 
behalf of the children of their parishes. 

The seminary today accepts definite 
responsibility in the training of priests 
for edueational work, for the direction 
of a parish school will likely become a 
part of their task. Students for the 
diocesan priesthood in America today 
must develop an understanding of the 
principles of Catholic education and be 
aware of the dangers and limitations of 
i purely secular system of education. 
The Third Plenary Council of Balti- 
more (1884) sets forth clearly the fune- 
tion of the seminary in this matter. 


We ordain that, even while they 


(the clergy) are still students of the- 
vlogy in the seminary, they shall be 
-arefully taught that one of the chief 
duties of priests, particularly in these 
days, is the Christian education of 
youth, and that without schools which 
are really Catholic such an education 
is not possible. In the teaching, 
therefore, of psychology, pedagogy 
and pastoral theology special appli- 
cation should be made of these 
branches to the instruction of youth. 


The seminary faculty must keep 
abreast of the educational problems 
and practical questions that today give 
ereat concern to all who are responsible 
for the education of children. It is not 
expected that the seminary train experts 
in this field, but the student for the 
priesthood should have a right and ade- 
quate understanding of Catholic edu- 
cation, its principles, its administration, 
and its needs. Some years ago Bishop 
McDevitt called attention to the fact 
that the execution of this function does 
not constitute a great additional burden 
for the seminary. It may not be easy 
to add specific courses in education, 
though this is desirable, but the courses 
of study in philosophy, homiletics, and 
pastoral theology offer splendid oppor- 
tunities for the discussion of educational 
subjects. These studies afford a nat- 
ural setting for the discussion of educa- 
tional problems. “A tremendous and 
far-reaching influence upon our whole 
educational system, from the kinder- 
garten to the university,” concludes 
Bishop McDevitt, “is within the 
cift of our seminaries.” 


PASTOR’S INDIRECT CONTROL 
OF THE SCHOOL 


It has been said that in the parish 
school system the pastor is the school 
board. This assertion may contain 
some exaggeration of function, but the 
pastor does occupy a unique position. 
He knows the legislation of the Chureh 
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in the matter of schools, and it is his 
province to expound that legislation to 
the people. It may be necessary to 
point out at times the dangers inherent 
in a purely secular education, but he 
never indulges in mere denunciation or 
vituperation. Emphasis on the need of 
the individual and of society itself for 
Christian education, gives conviction 
to the Catholic public that Catholic 
education stands on solid ground. In 
great part the pastor controls the public 
attitude toward the parish school. The 
general legislation of the Church, when 
adequately presented, forms the Cath- 
olic mind in regard to Catholic educa- 
tion, but the stimulating zeal and intel- 
ligent direction of the shepherd of the 
flock is constantly necessary in the 
prosecution of the gigantic task that is 
the parish school. 

The interests of school management 
and school discipline in the parish 
school are best served when the pastor 
retains only ar indirect control over his 
school. Today the better preparation 
of our teachers and the appointment of 
Sister principals free from all teaching 
assignments, make the direct interven- 
tion of the pastor less frequently neces- 
sary. But he is always present in the 
immediate background; he finds the 
school a powerful auxiliary in the ful- 
fillment of every pastoral task. In 
certain matters the Sister principal will 
always need his direction. At many 
points where the school comes into con- 
tact with the home or the community, 
the pastor alone may speak for the 
school. 


PARISH PRIESTS, SISTER PRINCIPAL, 
AUXILIARY GROUPS 


The priests of a parish have a better 
knowledge of the social status of the 
pupils than do the teachers or the prin- 
cipal. They may know, for instance, 
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about home conditions that lie at the 
base of a disciplinary problem in the 
school. This knowledge of home con- 
ditions fits the priests rather than the 
teachers to grapple with the obstinate 
social problems often presented by in- 
dividual pupils. In the routine matter 
of checking the validity of excuses for 
pupil non-attendance, the pastor or his 
assistant is more fortunately circum- 
stanced than the principal or the 
teacher. The mere fact that the priest 
speaks at times about the urgent need 
of daily attendance, will stimulate bet- 
ter attendance. Through checking on 
attendance and punctuality, the pastor 
and the principal gradually eliminate 
truancy and tardiness. In the solution 
of difficulties, the pastor will be careful 
to say or do nothing that will derogate 
from the authority of the classroom 
teacher and the principal. 

The Handbook calls to the atten- 
tion of the pastor that it is “his respon- 
sibility to see that the entire educa- 
tional program of the Bishop is put into 
effect and that the regulations of the 
School Board are strictly observed. He 
is also responsible for the financial 
maintenance, adequate custodial care, 
and the improvement of the school. 
He should regularly receive reports 
from the principal of the elementary 
school as well as of the high school on 
educational status, physical needs, and 
the administration problems. All mat- 
ters out of the ordinary routine are to 
be referred to him by the principal. 

“Tf the pastor wishes, he may dele- 
gate his authority to one of his assist- 
The priest whom he delegates as 
director of the school must work in 
co-operation with the superintendent, 
the principal, and the teachers. 

[The pastor] is to receive all official 
notices, publications, and bulletins from 
the school office.” 
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Experience in many parishes has 
proved the value of an active Parent- 
Teacher Guild. This organization 
makes it possible for the parents and 
others interested in Catholie education 
to meet periodically with the teachers 
of the school. At meetings of the 
Parent-Teacher Guild, experts in cer- 
tain fields are invited to address the 
assembled members. It is made pos- 
sible through the school office for the 
individual unit of the PTG to secure 
speakers when needed. Catholic pro- 
fessional men show a marked spirit of 
co-operation in graciously accepting in- 
vitations to address a PTG unit. Du- 
quesne University offers the services, 
without charge, of a speakers’ bureau. 
Excellent films on the work of the Pon- 
tifieal Association of the Holy Child- 
hood are in great demand. At intervals 
throughout the school year the PTG is 
invited to attend a simple dramatiza- 
tion in which a large number of pupils 
are given an opportunity to take part. 
These dramatizations are carefully con- 
fined to those that are part of the sched- 
uled work of certain classes. All indi- 
vidual units of the PTG are invited and 
urged to affiliate with the Catholic Lay- 
men’s Educational Association of the 
diocese of Pittsburgh. This is a group 
of lay men and lay women whose com- 
mon bond is their interest in Catholic 
education. The Handbook tells the 
pastor that it is to his advantage to see 
that a Parent-Teacher Guild is formed 
and is active in his parish. 

The priests of the parish are required 
by diocesan statute to give religious 
instruction in the school regularly each 
week. In many instances the pupils of 
two or three suecessive grades are gath- 
ered together in the auditorium and 
the instruction is accommodated to the 
capacity of the group. In high school 
the various years are usually taken 


separately. When an assistant pastor 
gives five hours weekly to one chosen 
class, the Seniors for instance, and one 
hour weekly to other classes, he has a 
rather full schedule for a_ part-time 
professor. The Handbook gives this 
direction: “It is desirable that qualified 
priests conduct the required religion 
courses in the high school. In any 
event, all instruction should be co-ordi- 
nated with the diocesan religion course, 
and classes should be scheduled to suit 
the daily school program.” 

Various systems of building inspec- 
tion are in vogue in the many dioceses 
of the United States. Years ago by 
direction of one of the Councils of 
Baltimore, this inspection of buildings 
was made annually by a board of ex- 
aminers, usually members of the clergy. 
In Pittsburgh the Diocesan Insurance 
Commission co-operated with the Dio- 
cesan School Office in evolving a plan 
for thorough inspection of school build- 
ings. Each school in the diocese is 
inspected annually by qualified build- 
ing engineers in the employ of the Dio- 
cesan Insurance Commission. The re- 
sults of this inspection are sent in trip- 
licate on a school form, B-25, to the 
superintendent and the Diocesan In- 
surance Commission. One copy of the 
report is sent to the pastor that he may 
have a record of it and comply with the 
recommendations contained in it. 


RELIGIOUS TEACHING 
COMMUNITIES 


Form TAL 10 is provided to the 
Provincial or the Community Superior 
for recording and reporting to the su- 
perintendent annually her assignment 
of Community supervisors and teachers. 
Frequent changes in the teaching staff 
do not promote the best interests of 
the school nor of the pupils. Wholesome 
and continued teacher-pupil relations 
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are very essential to the success of a 
school. It is easy to understand why 
the HIlandbook states that it is contrary 
to the poliey of the diocese for superiors 
to make frequent changes in the teach- 
ing staff. Even routine changes in per- 
sonnel should be made in a planned 
fashion that will assure continuity to 
the educational program and promote 
efficiency of operation. 

Experience has taught that thorough, 
censtant, and effective supervision is a 
prerequisite of success in the great work 
of teaching. The vision of religious 
superiors anticipated the demand of 
diocesan school boards in the matter of 
supervision. The parish schools are 
the flowers of a religious community, 
and a gardener was needed who would 
have equal care of all.  Superiors 
selected able teachers, possessed of pro- 
found learning, a winning personality, 
and executive ability, for the important 
work of guiding the teachers to higher 
planes of achievement. The service of 
the supervisor was a gift to the work. 
In the beginning she received no re- 
muneration. Gradually this injustice 
was corrected. We learn from the 
Handbook that supervisors are on sal- 
ary paid by the pastor, since they are 
to receive one dollar of each teacher’s 
monthly salary, for the support of their 
office. The Diocesan School Board re- 
quires the religious community to ap- 
point one supervisor for every one 
hundred teachers of that community 
employed in diocesan schools. It is 
also recommended that religious com- 
munities furnish for their schools spe- 
cial supervisors in such work as music 
who are trained for such work. 

TEACHING COMMUNITY’S 

SUPERVISOR 

A regulation first adopted by the 
Pittsburgh Diocesan School Board in 


1899 reads: 


Each teaching community in the 
diocese shall have a community su- 
pervisor of schools, who shall be under 
the direction of the diocesan super- 
intendent of parish schools; the su- 
pervisors for the communities having 
charge of five or more schools to be 
free from all other assignments to 
duty. 


Today supervisors are appointed in 
every diocese of the country. The need 
of help for the teacher actually engaged 
in classroom work was strongly felt, 
and the community supervisor was the 
answer. In the large diocesan system 
of schools, community supervisors have 
immediate charge of the supervision of 
teaching. They visit schools, and, while 
they have an eye to whatever may 
further the progress of the school, they 
are chiefly concerned with the problems 
of the teacher at work. They come 
furnished with a fund of knowledge in 
regard to the equipment of their teach- 
ers that is possessed by no one else ex- 
cept the religious superior. 

The community supervisor is con- 
cerned primarily with the improvement 
of teaching. This is the big, dominating 
aim of supervision. It becomes obvious 
that the supervisor must herself be a 
skilled teacher, one who is capable of 
detecting and correcting mistakes in 
teaching methods, devices, and tech- 
nique. She must have the cooperation 
of the teachers under her charge. To 
gain this cooperation, she must be pos- 
sessed of kindness, sympathy, and tact. 
One writer on the subject has given 
these qualifications of an efficient su- 


“ 


pervisor: “special training, long and 
varied experience, a well-balanced judg- 
ment, and an agreeable, winning per- 


sonality.” 


(A second article on executive organi- 
zation will give further attention to the 
place and the function of the super- 
visor.) 
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‘‘Morally Acceptable Situation” 
or “Tolerated Evil’? 
EDITOR: 

It has been sometime now since I 
noted the many excellent points in an 
article by Father John Fearon, O.P., 
in his article “Contemporary Coexist- 
ence” (H P R, Dee. 54). I believe, 
however, that on one problem he ex- 
presses a view that would seem to be 
open to question, and that is his view 
a valid mixed 
marriage is “not wrong.” “In the ab- 
stract,” he declares (p. 231), “such 
marriages are forbidden by law, but in 
the concrete every single valid mixed 
marriage is preceded by a dispensa- 
tion from the bishop and is, therefore, 
a morally acceptable situation.” We 
should say that Fr. Fearon seems to be 
concluding too much from the fact that 
the bishop grants the dispensation. It 
is quite possible and seemingly much 
more probable that it is the mind of 
the Church that in most cases the bishop 
grants the dispensation in order to 
avert greater evils. Fr. Clement Crock, 
in Virtue and Vice (p. 33), quotes Pope 
Benedict XIV as saying, when grant- 
ing faculties to bishops to dispense for 
mixed marriages: “We affirm at the 
foot of the crucifix that we grant them 
solely that greater evils may be averted 
from our holy religion.” These words 
of Pope Benedict, too, seem to agree 
very well with the severe wording of 
Canon 1060: “Everywhere and with 
the greatest strictness the Chureh for- 
bids marriage between baptized per- 


that “in the concrete”’ 


sons, one of whom is a Catholie and 
the other a member of a schismatical 
or heretical sect.” 


If, then, the dispensations are being 
granted in most cases to avert greater 
evils, we do not believe it is proper to 
speak of these marriages as simply “not 
wrong,” or to say of them that they 
are “morally acceptable” without add- 
ing some qualification. We _ believe 
that it would be preferable to think 
and speak of these marriages as “evils 
that are tolerated” by the Church 
rather than “morally acceptable situa- 
tions.” To say this is not to imply 
that a mixed marriage is totally evil, 
without any mixture of good, but rather 
to say that the dangers and weaknesses 
inherent in such marriages are such 
that it is preferable to think of them 
as “tolerated evils.” This, too, is in 
accord with the Code’s manner of speak- 
ing with regard to the attendance of 
Catholics at non-Catholic schools. The 
bishop, with proper precautions, may 
“tolerate” such attendance. 

Joun H. Scowarz 
Lincoln, Illinois 


Reply to Critic 
EDITOR: 


In connection with the criticism of 
Father Schwarz, let me say that I 
illustrated my thesis with two typical 
double-effect cases. Such cases of their 
very nature have two sides. I stressed 
one side; Father Schwarz stressed the 
other. By classifying these cases as 
double-effect situations, I admitted his 
side of the story. I hope his letter will 
not throw my side of the story out of 
focus. 

In case anyone might be inclined to 
question the truth of the proposition 
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that valid mixed marriages contracted 
with a dispensation are morally accept- 
able, I should suggest that the ques- 
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tioner attempt to defend the contra- 
dictory proposition which would of 
necessity be true were mine false. He 
would then be required to hold that 
parties to such marriages were sinners 
and that bishops who granted such dis- 
pensations were co-operators in evil. 

Actually, two distinctions must be 
kept clearly in mind: 1) the relatively 
simple matter of objective morality and 
the much more complicated matter of 
concrete morality; 2) the good effects 
which are devoutly hoped for in a 
double-effect situation and the bad ef- 
fects which are reluctantly tolerated. 
My article was on the concrete moral 
problem and the appropriate attitude 
which makes for a prudent and profita- 
ble pastoral management of such prob- 
lems. Of necessity this article pre- 
supposed the validity of the positive 
point of view stressed by Father 
Schwarz. At most the article was a plea 
for pastoral consideration of the other 
side of the coin. And I am most re- 
luctant to agree with the negative point 
made by Father Schwarz, i.e., that I 
was on unsound ground in my moral 
evaluation of valid mixed marriages, 
that my statement was open to ques- 
tion, and that my conelusion was 
illogical. 

Canon law is wise in its commands, 
its prohibitions, its dispensations. Mvy 
thesis was built on the proposition that 
a Wise man would appreciate wisdom 
wherever he found it. It was also built 
on the personal feeling that many of 
us fail to appreciate the full wisdom of 
the law as it applies to the complexities 
of modern life. Tolerating evil is a 
passive and lifeless thing. Bringing 
good out of evil is a divine thing. 


JoHN Fearon, O.P. 


Los Angeles, California 








Questions ANswerED 


By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M., J.C.D. 





Faculties for One Convent 
Used at Another 


Question: Father X, who is ordinary 
confessor for a group of sisters at an 
institution, because of his forthcoming 
absence from the city for several weeks 
called upon the same sister’s extraor- 
dinary confessor to fill in for him, 
Unforeseen circumstances prevented the 
extraordinary confessor from going to 
the institution on one of the appointed 
days, so he asked Father Z to take his 
place on that day. Father Z had been 
appointed ordinary confessor for the 
sisters at one of the parish schools in the 
city. Without asking for any other 
faculties, he heard the confessions of 
the sisters at the institution. 

Where the absolutions valid which he 
imparted? Did he need any special 
faculties, and, if so, did the Church 
supply jurisdiction for the confessions 
heard at the institution? 

(JUAERENS 

Answer: The rule of Canon 876, 
$1, is that both secular and religious 
priests, whatever their rank or office, 
need special jurisdiction to hear law- 
fully and validly the confessions of any 
and all women religious and novices. 
The canon recognizes the exceptions 
that are made for Cardinals, who have 
the privilege of hearing anywhere in 
the world the confessions of any of the 
faithful, and for the occasional confes- 
sor and the confessor of seriously ill 
nuns, provided for in Canons 522 and 
523. Apart from these admitted ex- 
ceptions, the general requirement of 
Canon 876, §1, is in force. This special 
jurisdiction is to be obtained from the 
Ordinary of the place where the house 


of the women religious is located.} 

The granting of faculties to a priest 
to act as confessor for one group of 
religious women does not give him 
faculties for any other such group in 
the diocese; it does not qualify him to 
act as confessor for any other com- 
munity. Therefore, the faculties which 
Father Z enjoyed with regard to the 
sisters at the parish convent did not 
suffice for hearing the confessions of 
the sisters at the institution. The ex- 
traordinary confessor was authorized to 
hear confessions there, because he had 
received faculties for that community 
from the Ordinary of the place. There- 
fore, he could be called upon to act as 
a substitute for the ordinary confessor, 
in the latter’s absence. But the third 
priest had no such faculties, and they 
could not be given to him by either of 
the duly appointed confessors. 

It is true that the Ordinary can give 
a priest faculties for the confessions of 
any and all women religious in the 
diocese, but faculties for a single con- 
vent or institution do not automatically 
bring this wider jurisdiction. In some 
place, the ordinary and extraordinary 
confessors are also appointed by the 
Bishop as supplementary confessors for 
all other houses of religious in the dio- 
cese or in the deanery.* They are then 
authorized to hear the confessions of 
any religous in that area, and can do 
so without the need of further faculties. 


*Canon 876, 3 
*Canon 521, §2. 


159 











THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





Se 


Did the Church supply jurisdiction 
for Father Z’s hearing the confessions 
oi the sisters at the institution? If all, 
or a sizable number, of the sisters at 
the house saw the new priest come in, 
they would have mistakenly formed 
the judgment that he had the requisite 
faculties for their confessions. The 
sisters would not have to know about 
Canon 209 or Canon 876 to do this. 
They would naturally (and _ errone- 
ously) have concluded that Father Z 
was their lawful confessor for that, 
occasion. There would then have 
existed a state of common error among 
many or all of the sisters of that com- 
munity. Canon 209 declares that in 
common error, or in positive and prob- 
able doubt of law or of fact, the 
Chureh supplies jurisdiction for both 
the external and the internal forum. 
Consequently, in these circumstances 
the requisite jurisdiction would have 
been supplied for each confession, and 
the absolution in each case would have 
been valid as a result. 

What would be the state of affairs, 
if only one or two sisters were present 
at the beginning and saw the visiting 
priest come in for confessions? Some 
authorities hold that, for common error 
and supplied jurisdiction, it is sufficient 
to place an act from which the members 
of the community would judge that 
the priest had jurisdiction, if they saw 
him perform this act, such as entering 
the confessional. Others disagree with 
this position, and teach that what 
people “would think if . ” is not 
properly the common error of Canon 
209. The dispute is one about which 
much has been written, and no attempt 
will be made here to go into the matter. 
We may say, briefly, that this appears 
to be the situation. If many or most of 
the sisters saw what was happening 
from the beginning, jurisdiction would 
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If only 
one or two or three sisters were there at 


certainly be supplied ab initio. 


the beginning, Jurisdiction was probably 
supplied even from the time of the first 
confession. 

In any case, there is not much that 
can be done now about the mistake so 
far as the confessions and absolutions 
are concerned. Even if the absolutions, 
or any of them, had been invalid, the 
matter would have been remedied in 
the next 
penitent’s sorrow for all of her past sins 
would have been joined with a valid 
We are con- 


good confession, when the 


sacramental absolution. 
sidering here only the confession of 
venial sins. 

While not lightly any 
possible defect causing invalid admin- 


dismissing 


istration of a sacrament, we can say 
respectfully that an invalid absolution 
will be of really serious consequence 
only when a mortal sin has been con- 
fessed. If only venial sins were the 
matter told, no grave harm has been 
done to the penitent. But if any mortal 
sin was confessed, it has not yet been 
absolved by the power of the keys, and 
there remains objectively the obligation 
of confessing it once more, this time to 
a confessor with the proper faculties. 
However, it should be said again that 
not much ean be done now about the 
mistake. 

Certainly the sisters should not be 
told of what had This 
would only give rise to needless prob- 


happened. 


lems of conscience and probably to 
scruples of various kinds. If a priest 
were asked about this matter by the 
one who had actually heard the con- 
fessions, he could not lawfully ask the 
confessor if any mortal sin was told, 
at least if there were any reasonable 
danger of his being able to identify the 
group whose confessions were heard. 
The confessor, to reply, would have to 
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use knowledge that is under the sacra- 
mental seal. Therefore, about all that 
could be done by the priest consulted 
is to present the various possibilities 
outlined above, for the sake of explana- 
tion here and now, and with the purpose 
of preventing in the future a repetition 
of the mistake that had occurred. 


Purifying Ciborium at First Mass 


Question: Please answer this ques- 
tion in THE HoMILeTIc AND PASTORAL 
Review. Is it permitted for a priest 
who binates to consume the water ablu- 
tion of a ciborium at his first Mass, 
even though there was a lot of dust in 
it? 

PRESBYTER 

Answer: Briefly, we may say that 
there is no objection to the celebrant’s 
purifying a ciborium when he has still 
another Mass to say, and when he takes 
the ablutions only with water, as 
allowed by the Apostolic Constitution 
Christus Dominus.* When Presbyter 
speaks of dust in the ciborium, two 
possible meanings of the term come to 
mind. Therefore, both must be treated. 

If the dust spoken of is the ordinary 
dust that might be found in or on any 
object exposed to the air, the consuming 
of these minute particles will not break 
the Eucharistic fast. Avoiding these 
tiny objects would be an impossible 
task. A word or two further on this 
point. The Sacred Congregation of the 
Sacraments, in an Instruction concern- 
ing certain requirements to be observed 
at Mass, and in distributing and reserv- 
ing the Holy Eucharist, directed that at 
Mass the fragments of the Sacred Hosts 
which remain on the Communion paten 
should be brushed into the chalice. If 
Holy Communion be distributed out- 
side of Mass, the fragments are to be 


*Pope Pius XII, January 6, 1953, Acta 
Apost. Sedis. XXXXV, pp. 15-24. 
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put into the ciborium.* In either case, 
at times there are bound to be particles 
of real dust that become commingled 
with the fragments of the Hosts. In- 
evitably these will be consumed when 
the ciborium is purified and no account 
is to be taken of them. Of course, if 
a priest recognizes a particle as being 
definitely and truly nothing but dust, 
it is not proper to place it in either the 
chalice or the ciborium. In practice, 
however, there can easily be doubt as 
to whether the object on the paten is 
‘int or dust, or is a fragment of a sacred 
Particle. In doubt, one should place the 
object (dust) in the chalice or ciborium, 
rather than risk irreverence toward the 
Sacred Species. To avoid these prob- 
lems so far as possible, the Communion 
plate should be kept covered as a pro- 
tection against dust. 

If, as seems far more likely, the in- 
quiry by Presbyter is concerned with 
the lawfulness of consuming at one’s 
first Mass the accumulated fragments 
that appear at the bottom of a cibo- 
rium, the answer again is that they 
should be consumed. The water used 
at the ablutions does not break the 
Eucharistic fast, and there is no irrever- 
ence in the celebrant’s consuming these 
tiny particles of the Hosts when he 
swallows the ablutions, just as there is 
none in his receiving them when the 
ablutions are taken with wine at an- 
other Mass. The Roman Ritual directs 
the celebrant to consume even full-sized 
Hosts: “When he consecrates them 
[new particles], he should first distri- 
bute the old ones, or should consume 
them.’”® 

Usually the ciborium will be purified 


*S. C. of the Sacraments, March 26, 1929, 
A. A.S., XXI, p. 631; translated in Canon Law 
Digest, I, p. 362. 

® Rituale Romanum, ed, 1952, Tit. V. cap. 
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when the celebrant takes the ablutions 
at Mass, using wine, as the rubries 
direct. Under the present discipline, 
although ablutions with wine are for- 
bidden if the priest has another Mass 
to say, he is permitted to take the 
customary ablutions, using only water.® 
Doing so, he follows the usual procedure 
for the ablutions, save that only water 
is used. Moreover, in the first of his 
two Masses, the celebrant may lawfully 
consume the Benediction Host, take the 
ablutions with water only, and say his 
second Mass. In other words, neither 
the water of the ablutions nor the con- 
secrated Species, in the form of an 
entire Host or of fragments, prevents 
his saying another Mass, and it is not 
forbidden to swallow the two together. 


Permission for First Friday Mass 


Question: The directions in our 
Ordo for the First Friday votive Mass 
in honor of the Sacred Heart require 
that there be held in the morning some 
kind of special devotions in honor of 
the Sacred Heart. If the Ordinary has 
given no general, explicit permission for 
the churches and oratories of his dio- 
cese to hold these devotions and to cele- 
brate the votive Mass, and if no indi- 
vidual permission has been obtained 
for a certain semipublic oratory, can 
the entry in the diocesan Ordo prop- 
erly be construed as a concession of 
such permission? 

CAPPELLANUS 

Answer: The original permission 
for the now customary First Friday 
votive Mass in honor of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus was given by a decree 
of the Sacred Congregation of Rites on 
June 28, 1889.7 The wording of the 
decree is often reproduced in whole or 
in part by the various Ordos. The first 
part of the decree reads as follows: “In 


"Christus Dominus, Norm IV. 
*D. A. 3712, Urbis et Orbis. 


those churches and oratories where, on 
the First Friday in each month, there 
are held in the morning, with the appro- 
bation of the local Ordinary, special 
devotions in honor of the Divine 
Heart. . .” The Ordinary’s approval, 
therefore, appears to be required for 
the special devotions to which refer- 
ence is made. 

However, no specific approval is 
needed for recitation of the Litany of 
the Sacred Heart, or one of the appro- 
priate acts of consecration. The net 
effect, consequently, is to require the 
approbation of the local Ordinary for 
the celebration of the First Friday 
votive Mass, and a prerequisite for the 
lawful celebration of this Mass will be 
some form of special devotion on Fri- 
day morning in honor of the Sacred 
Heart.® 

The practice of celebrating this vo- 
tive Mass on First Fridays is now so 
widespread, after some sixty-five years 
or more, that there does not seem to be 
any need for seeking the Ordinary’s 
permission, at least in the United 
States. Moreover, the very printing 
in the diocesan Ordo of a reminder con- 
cerning the decree and the votive Mass 
is an implicit approval for use of the 
concession granted by the Supreme 
Pontiff. 

It should be noted that only one 
such votive Mass (wnica Missa) is per- 
mitted in any church or oratory on 
most First Fridays, by reason of the 


SOf course, the Ordinary’s permission is 
required for Exposition or Benediction of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament with the monstrance 
(Canon 1274, §1). This permission for First 
Fridays is commonly given in the diocesan 
faculties or statutes in the United States. 

® For a brief discussion of the prayers to be 
recited in connection with the First Friday 
votive Mass, see THE HomILetic AND Pas- 
ToRAL Review, May, 1955, p. 707. 
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liturgical rank of the day’s feast. On 
days when other votive Masses also 
would be allowed, the votive Mass of 
the Sacred Heart may be said by more 
than one priest, but only one of the 
votive Masses on such a day would 
enjoy the special liturgical privileges 
of the First Friday Mass, such as the 
Gloria and Credo.? 


Low or High Masses 


Question: Would you kindly tell me 
whether or not the following practice is 
contrary to the law of the Church deal- 
ing with Mass intentions and, stipends. 
In a certain parish, after the death of 
one of the faithful, friends and rela- 
tives come to the rectory to request 
Masses for the repose of the soul of 
the deceased person. Each one comes 
separately and requests a low Mass for 
the deceased, whom I shall eall John 
Doe. The customary low Mass stipend 
is one dollar, and each person gives a 
dollar Mass stipend. The priest groups 
five of these stipends together, and 
offers one high Mass for the deceased 
person. On the previous Sunday he 
announces from the pulpit that on a 
certain day there will be sung a high 
Mass for John Doe, requested by these 
five persons, who are mentioned by 
name. 

I ought to say that those coming to 
the rectory to request a Mass are asked 
if they want a high Mass or a low 
Mass, and they are told that the re- 
spective stipends are five dollars and 
one dollar. They are also given a card, 
on which it is stated explicitly that 
either a high Mass or a low Mass wiil 
be offered, depending on their request 
and on the stipend given. This prac- 
tice has been in existence for a good 
number of years. If it is contrary to 
Church law, are there any changes that 
might be made to allow the grouping of 
Masses, and yet to be in accordance 
with the law of the Church? 

SACERDOS 


” After December 31, 1955, the Credo will 
be omitted from solemn votive Masses, unless 
they are sung (A. A. S. XXXXVII, p, 224, 
no. 7). 
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Answer: The basic answer to this 
question is to be found in Canon 828, 
which sets down the following rule: “As 
many Masses are to be celebrated and 
applied as there are stipends given and 
accepted, no matter how small [the 
stipends].” Consequently, according 
to the law of the Church, which in this 
matter binds gravely, it is not permitted 
to combine several stipends, and to offer 
one Mass for the several intentions. 
The practice described by Sacerdos, 
therefore, seems to be directly contrary 
to the prescriptions of Canon 828. 

Of itself, the mere fact of announce- 
ment from the pulpit that five low 
Mass stipends are being joined to pro- 
vide for the offering of a high Mass for 
John Doe is not enough to legalize the 
procedure. It is not to be denied that 
donors of low Mass stipends could 
freely consent to have their stipend 
joined with others, in order to have a 
high Mass sung for the same person, 
but the evidence presented here does 
not support the conclusion that this 
consent has been given. Telling the 
people by a Sunday announcement that 
the stipends will be combined into one 
does not lawful. 
Whether the donors so wish or not, 
their stipend is not going to be used 
for the low Mass that they requested, 
but with several others to make up a 
stipend for one high Mass. The faith- 
ful may think that this is what the 
law of the Church calls for, not knowing 
They may feel that they 


make the action 


any better. 
have practically no choice in the matter, 
although they prefer to have said the 
low Mass for which they asked. Any 
such misunderstanding or yielding to 
necessity does not do away with Canon 
828. Again, mere announcement of a 
fact does not automatically give that 


fact legal standing. 
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Could there be a lawful custom oi 
combining the offerings made on the 
oceasion of a wake or a funeral, with 
the family or the parish priest being 
able lawfully to use the stipends in 
combination, for the purpose of having 
high Masses sung? The writer does not 
wish to deny outright the very possi- 
bility of such a practice, but he be- 
lieves that the law of Canon 828, and 
the presumption necessarily flowing 
from it, would render rare and unlikely 
the existence of such a custom. 

The custom here spoken of is not a 
custom contrary to the prescriptions of 
Canon 828. Rather, what is meant is 
a custom or practice whereby the do- 
nors of Mass offerings understand that 
their offerings will be combined in the 
manner described, and consent to this. 

When seeking resolution of any prob- 
lem such as this in connection with 
Mass stipends, we must remember the 
primary need of determining the inten- 
tion of the donors and of following it, 
rather than seeking to find some way 
in which a smaller number of Masses 
may lawfully be applied. It must also 
be remembered that we are dealing with 
grave matter, and with obligations that 
bind seriously in conscience. Let no 
one think that there is mistaken em- 
phasis on this point in the letter of 
Sacerdos. Nevertheless, the very na- 
ture of the cases deserves mention of 
this guiding principle. 

In the present instance, it seems that 
any reasonable possibility of the do- 
nors’ consenting to combination of their 
low Mass stipends is ruled out by the 
explicit question and answer concern- 
ing their request at the time the stipend 
is accepted, and, as well, by the ex- 
plicit reference to a low Mass on the 
eard given to them. If a persons says 


expressly, in reply to a question, that 
he wishes a low Mass to be applied for 
the repose of a certain soul, and if the 
card given to him says explicitly that 
a low Mass will be offered for that 
soul, there is no apparent reason for 
setting aside the provision of Canon 
828, which requires that as many 
Masses be applied as stipends are ac- 
If five persons request low 
Masses, and only one high Mass is 
offered, the canon has been violated. 
and obligations binding gravely in jus- 
tice have not been satisfied. 


cept ed. 


tecognizing again that donors could 
freely consent to have their Mass offer- 
ings used, with others, for high Masses 
rather than for low Masses, the writer 
believes that any procedure adopted 
with a view to doing this regularly or 
generally runs the danger of violating 
Canon 827, which strictly forbids any- 
thing that smacks of trafficking in Mass 
stipends. If there are too many Masses 
requested in a certain parish, the solu- 
tion is to send the extra intentions to 
other priests who are in need of stipends. 
If two or more persons wish to con- 
tribute partially to the stipend for a 
high Mass, they certainly may do so. 
But this is entirely different from the 
priest’s suggesting that he use their 
individual stipends, given for five low 
Masses, offering in return only one 
Mass, high Mass though it be. The 
priest who is free to offer within due 
time the several low Masses should do 
so, if he wishes to say the Masses per- 
sonally. If he has too many intentions 
to take care of, alone, he should trans- 
fer the intentions and the stipends to 
other priests, in accordance with the 
norms of Canons 835-840. The offer- 
ing of one high Mass for five low Mass 
stipends is not the solution. 
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“1 Have No Hands. . .”’ 


Lenp Me Your Hanns. By Bernard F. 
Meyer, M.M. (Fides, Chicago, 1955), 
$3.50. 


“What is the great need of the Church 
today?” asked St. Pius X of a group 
of Roman Cardinals. Their answers 
were obvious and apposite, but the 
Vicar of Christ shook his head when 
they suggested more schools, more 
churches, better use of mass media of 
communication. “Give me,” he said, 
“in every parish, a handful of laymen— 
alert, well-informed, devoted—and I 
will change the face of the earth.” 

To fulfill the saintly Pontiff’s desire, 
Father Meyer has written a book that 
will be valuable for the lay apostle and 
for those who are guiding and training 
him in parish work. Its greatest merit 
is to be found in the fact that it is a 
practical presentation of the methods 
of Catholic Action, giving at the same 
time the theological and philosophical 
principles on which this apostolate is 
based. The title is a dramatic expres- 
sion of a concept that theologians state 
this way: “The lay apostle participates 
in the objective redemptive work of 
Christ, the Unique Priest and Media- 
tor.” Father Meyer illustrates this 
truth with an incident that occurred 
toward the end of World War II and 
which explains the title, Lend Me 
Your Hands. 

A squad of American soldiers came 
into a little town which had been bit- 
terly fought over. In the village square 
they found a statue of Christ lying bat- 
tered and broken. Some Catholic men 
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of the group put it together as best they 
could and set it back on the pedestal. 
But they could not find the hands. 
Finally one of them made a crudely 
lettered sign: “I have no hands but 
yours.” 

It is easy to see why Archbishop 
Cushing ordered 1,000 copies of this 
“how-to-do-it” book, for here no im- 
portant aspects of proved methods of 
xu suecessful lay apostolate are neg- 
lected. A sampling of chapter head- 
ings indicates the wide coverage: “Cre- 
ating a Convert Climate,” “Making 
Friendships Count,” “The Liturgy Fos- 
ters Parish Life,’ “Cana Conference 
Helps Your Marriage,” “The Christian 
Family Movement,” “Group Dynamics 
in Leader Training,” ete. Especially 
inspiring are the stories of effectively 
guided work with members of the Holy 
Name Society, the Legion of Mary, and 
the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul in 
making contacts, winning back lapsed 
Catholies, and solving difficulties re- 
sulting from mixed marriages. Telling 
statistics support many statements in 
the text (According to the FBI there 
are 25,000 card-carrying Communists 
in the United States. There were 25,- 
000 Communists in the Soviet Union in 
1917.); provocative quotations enliven 
the pages (Lincoln said: “The best way 
to destroy your enemy is to make him 
your friend.’’); stimulating experiences 
in other lands are described (e.g., the 
techniques with which Abbé Michon- 
neau transformed a city parish in 
France). Useful references are given 
at the close of every chapter and a dis- 
criminating list of books is provided for 
further reading. 





: 
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The fearlessly eloquent fourth-cen- 
tury Saint John Chrysostom deserves 
the title of “Doctor of the Lay Aposto- 
late,” so forcefully does he show that the 
apostolate is the very essence of the 
Christian vocation. No one can deny 
how necessary is this apostolate of every 
Christian today, when the radical con- 
tradiction between man’s increasing 
geographical and technological unity 
and his isolation at the personal level 
is the peremptory social and psycho- 


bitter warfare, let us obey our King 
and be ready to fight with Him. 


This service must always be based 
on and find its inspiration in spiritual 
realities. Modern man is isolated from 
God as well as from man. Father 
Meyer reminds his readers that mate- 
rial needs must not be separated from 
spiritual ones. Our Lord not only 
healed people, but he also taught them. 

Readers of this book will carry away 
the thought that the laity, in taking an 


logical challenge of our time. St. Pius 
X could have made his own the plea of 
St. John Chrysostom—a plea that might 
serve as the theme of Lend Me Your 
Hands: 


active part in parish work under the 
guidance of the clergy, will not only 
help spread the faith and improve social 
conditions, but they will grow spiritu- 
ally and develop into mature Christians. 
They will understand Bishop Suenens’ 


If a soldier seeks his own safety weenie 
in the battle, he will lose the lives of im 
his companions at the same time as 
he loses his own. But if he fights 
manfully he will save himself and 


his neighbors. Because our life is a 


The apostolate, an extension of the 
Incarnation itself, is effected every- 
where “by the Holy Ghost of the 
Virgin Mary.” K. SULLIVAN 








GOD AND HISCREATION 


Theology Library—Vol. II 
Edited by A. M. Henry, O.P. 


Divided into three parts: God Exists, God Creates 
and God Governs, the volume comprises twelve 
chapters by specialists in theology, who provide a 
combination of theological presentation, new in- 
sights, inspiration and readability. In light of 
official directives and pronouncements, GOD AND 
HIS CREATION also brings us the new develop- 
ments in theology. 544 pp. Nov. 15 $6.50 


PARISH PRIEST 


Eugene Masure 
Introduction by Pascal Parente, St.D. 








For your free copy of CHRISTIAN 
PERSPECTIVES, just write. 


Father Masure explores the nature of the priest- 
hood. His objective is to reinstate dignity to the 
vocation to the diocesan priesthood. Shedding new 
light on the problem of the parish priest’s state of 
perfection, he considers the specific ascetical means 
for spiritual perfection. A fresh treatment of secular 
spirituality. A fine gift for all priests and seminar- 
ians. $3.95 
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NOW, Monroe Folding Banquet Tables, at 
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Landsberg on Suicide 


THE EXPERIENCE OF Deatu: The moral 
Problem of Suicide. By Paul-Louis 
Landsberg. Translated by Cynthia 
Rowland (Philosophical Library, 
New York, 1955), 102 pp. $2.50. 


With the concrete example of death 
and man’s attitude toward death the 
author illustrates the incompleteness 
and insufficiency of a non-Christian 
ethics. We have, he says, a double ex- 
perience of death before the occasion of 
our own death. First, we have ex- 
perience of time and of the process of 
growing older. And, secondly, we ex- 
perience another’s death in as much as 
the “we-ness” relationship between us 
and the dying man is experienced as dis- 
solved; he is not there any more. It is 
not like his being absent on the other 
side of the world. Wherever we are, 
he is simply nowhere in our experience 
any longer. In experiencing this ter- 
mination of a temporal and spatial per- 
sonal relationship the greatest suffering 
on our part is uncertainty, i.e., that very 
lack of relationship, a sense of abandon- 
ment and of impotence where he is 
concerned. We sense that we are un- 
able to do anything for him. And this 
sense finds its relief in the funeral serv- 
ices of various religions and preémi- 
nently in Christianity. 

In defining a person as an existence 
that shapes itself (p. 21), Landsberg 
warns us against a spiritual or angelistic 
monism in our view of man; for there 
is always something in man’s organic 
life that evades personalization. We 
dread death because we see it as an 
obstacle to progressive shaping of one- 
self. Landsberg finds most acceptable 
the Spanish attitude toward the prob- 
lem of death. The Spanish “desengano,” 
he says (p. 26), is not “désespoir [nor 
the “ennui” of Pascal], not a general 
state of disillusionment with regard to 
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temporal expectations, but a step in the 
hope. “Expectation 
doubts, hope affirms by a creative 
movement of our whole existence . 
despair tends toward nothingness.” As 
a spiritual personality, man cannot 
exist without a creative hope. And yet 
between this natural hope and the 
supernatural hope of Romans v:5 there 
is only an analogy. 

The connection between life, the ces- 
sation of life, and despair leads the 
author to the moral problem of suicide. 


purification of 


Landsberg himself died of exhaustion 
after deciding against suicide in the 
prison camp of Oranienburg near Ber- 
lin. He was a friend of Jacques Mari- 
tain, Max Scheler, and Brunschvicg; 
when he died at forty-two years of age 
he was practically a catechumen, hav- 
ing decided to leave Judaism for Christ. 
He was led in that direction by the 
figure of the suffering Christ which he 


thought to be the only argument, and 
that a pragmatie one, sufficient in fact 
to deter a man from committing suicide. 

Beginning his essay on suicide, he 
points out that Christian morality is the 
only one to forbid suicide outright with- 
out exception. This prohibition itself 
presupposes the existence of such a 
temptation even if we did not have the 
daily newspapers to supply us with 
actual instances of suicide. In the face 
of the great temptations, he says, it is 
not sufficient simply to point to a divine 
command. If a man would not be over- 
come by temptation, he has to respond 
with his whole being, with action and 
feeling as well as with intellect. He 
opines that all serious moral philosophy 
is the theoretical expression of the out- 
come of such a struggle against the 
temptations which are latent in our 
human condition. Temptation is de- 


scribed (p. 69) as an experience of the 








life in defense of the Church. 





nary personality. 





A magnificent life of Saint Thomas a Becket 


by an always superb writer 


MY LIFE 
FOR MY SHEEP 


by Alfred Duggan Author of The Little Emperors 


An acknowledged authority on the middle ages, Alfred Duggan 
has written a masterly biography of the martyr-archbishop of 
Canterbury who was a worldly Chancellor of England before 
undergoing the spiritual conversion that led him to give up his 
In this finest of Mr. Duggan’s 
books, a great saint is seen in all the facets of his extraordi- 
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difference between the vertigo of power 
and the decision of duty. The manifold 
possibilities open to us, unstable, intelli- 
gent and imperfect as we are, form the 
basis of all moral problems. The temp- 
tation to suicide is part of the vertigo 
of our dangerous liberty. One of the 
profoundest temptations known to man 
is the temptation to fathom the full 
extent of his freedom. And a tempta- 
tion to suicide is a temptation to 
“prove” the absolute freedom of man, 
man’s divinity, as it were, and the meas- 
ure of what is possible to man. There- 
fore, says Landsberg, it is not surpris- 
ing that the philosophical discussion of 
the problem has always been centered 
on the problem of liberty. The Epicu- 
reans and early Stoics compared killing 
oneself to leaving the theater when one 
was bored and did not like the play, 
with a smile of disillusionment on one’s 
lips. “Reason” might tell us that we 
must make ourselves independent of 
anything that happens to us outside of 
our own will and choice. We should, 
therefore, have to despise whatever 
happened to us independently of our 
own will and, above all, we should have 
to despise death. What is admired 
by the stoic is not the external act of 
suicide, but the inner liberty which per- 
mits and insists upon suicide in some 
cases. Suicides are not cowards in the 
ordinary sense of the word, at least not 
Seneca, not Cato, not Hannibal, not 
Socrates, not some modern suicides in 
military defeat. The strong willed and 
rationalistic Roman philosophy, that of 
being suit compos and master of one’s 
own life, was the last great philosophy 
before the victory of Christianity. 
Celsus, a follower of Marcus Aurelius, 
reproached the Christian martyrs for 
dying for an illusory love of God in- 
stead of from a cold decision of the 
mind. 
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Stoicism has never completely died 
out and the conflict between Chris- 
tianity and the stoic mentality has 
continued to disturb the conscience 
of Europe, particularly since the 
Renaissance (p. 72). 

The early Christian did not discuss 
the problem of suicide because they 
considered it had been solved for them 
by the example of Christ and the 
martyrs. 

Suicide is not just another type of 
death; it is a human act. There is an 
essential difference between the act of 
not running away from death and the 
act of killing oneself. There are many 
who killed themselves in order to avoid 
a certain form of death. Not so with 
the Christian martyrs. Therefore 
Durkheim’s “classic’ definition of sui- 
cide must be rejected: “Suicide is any 
case of death which results directly or 
indirectly from the positive or negative 
act of the victim who knew that it was 
bound to produce this result.” Lands- 
berg (p. 75) defines suicide as “the act 
by which a human being deliberately 
creates what he considers to be an effec- 
tive and adequate cause of his own 
death.” He points to the example of 
Christ, noting that to kill oneself to 
avoid the Cross and to suffer martyr- 
dom on the Cross are not the same 
thing. 

Arguments against suicide from the 
natural law, he holds, are very weak 
unless one grants the hypothesis of 
original sin. 


I must admit I find it difficult to 
see that something can be against 
natural law when it is practised, ac- 
cepted and often honored amongst all 
non-Christian peoples. Suicide is far 
from being contrary to human nature 
(p. 81). 

The Christian, however, finds the mean- 
ing of life in and through suffering. 
Man is a creature who could kill him- 
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self and should not do so. Where the 
rejection of this temptation is authenti- 
‘ally Christian, it is an act of love 
toward God, placing the will of God 
with absolute sincerity before his own. 


Nowadays when _ [Christianity] 
has frequently become painfully 
mediocre, it is again attacked by a 
new and fanatical paganism, which 
also has its moments of heroism. . 
It is therefore useful, by dwelling on 
one specific problem, to show that 
Christianity is not some sort of nat- 
ural, reasonable and universal mor- 
ality, with perhaps a little more sen- 
sation in it than some others, but the 
manifestation in life of a paradoxical 
revelation . . . not a morality of 
compromise, but that it requires a 
heroism more profound, more absurd 
and, in a way, more intransigent than 
any other. In other words we have 
to become explicitly conscious of 
things which in an age still close to 
the martyrs could be taken for 
granted (p. 97). 


Paul-Louis Landsberg, professor of 
philosophy, victim of the Gestapo and 
almost a Catholic, would seem to have 
gone far beyond the preambles of Faith. 
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Pope Pius XII lauded the vocation of 
the teaching brother and urged that 
special attention be paid to the work 
of recruiting young men for the teach- 
ing congregations of brothers. As 
though in direct answer to this invita- 
tion, Father Kane’s third compilation 
is devoted exclusively to this aspect of 
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Uniform with the 
previous volumes, Why I Became a 
Priest, and Why I Became a Sister, the 
present series of nineteen essays does a 
rather thorough job of presenting all 
the aspects of the non-sacerdotal male 
religious life. 


the religious life. 


It treats not only the teaching 
brotherhoods, but the congregations de- 
voted to hospital work and to manual 
work. It includes as well the mission 
of the brother in those congregations 
that are primarily composed of priests, 
in which the lay brother is an auxiliary 
to the main work of the congregation, 
carried on by priests. 

The vocational director and those in- 
terested in drawing young men to the 
religious life will profit by three items 
that seem to be constantly stressed. 
The first of these, necessarily, is the 
desire on the part of each of these men 
to serve God and to save his soul. A 
second, an almost necessary correlative, 
is the piety of the home in which they 
have been reared. This fact does not 
always get the emphasis it deserves. 
The third salient point is the heaven- 
inspired directive of the confessor. In 
nearly every case the effective will to 
join the religious life has been at the 
enlightening behest of the confessor. 

Practically every essay stresses the 
unworthiness felt by the writer, as a 
young brother, the spiritual formation 
he received in the religious novitiate 
and his sense of the spirit proper and 
peculiar to his own congregation. There 
is in this, a great deal of repetition, but 
it is that equality of emphasis on every 
level that should inspire young men 
with the appreciation of this formation. 

I looked in vain for the real reason 
men became brothers, rather than 
priests, as so many will. It just seems 
to be taken for granted. Father Lord, 
in his introduction, seems to come near- 
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est the question, when he says that the 
brotherhood withdraws from the sub- 
ject, the “temptations of the priest- 
hood.” By this he means that a 
brother, conscientiously following the 
directives of obedience, is never tempted 
to feel he would do more good for souls, 
as a retreat-master, as a pastor of souls, 
as a polemical writer. He fits, and is 
content. 

On most occasions these simple stories 
pay tribute to the understanding con- 
fessor who suggests the brotherhood or 
encourages the vocation to the brother- 
hood. In two essays we find the sub- 
ject resists the pressure to become a 
priest. How much this rightly-intended 
but misdirected zeal is responsible for 
the slow growth of these groups in 
America, is hard to say. 

As a vocational manual this exposi- 
tion of the life and work of the brother 
will be of real assistance to young men 


seriously studying the problem of voca- 
tion. It will aid the busy pastor in 
assessing the merits of the vocation to 
the brotherhood. It could well be ad- 
dressed to the general public, for from 
the simple tale of the lay brother ex- 
clusively occupied with manual tasks 
to the college administrator, it exhibits 
«a wealth of adventure and points out 
in many places, the finger of God work- 
ing toward the salvation of souls. 

It would be hard to say that this is 
the definitive volume on the vocation 
to the brothers. It is uneven, as any 
such compilation would be. I think 
too, an index, or a list of the vocations 
available in this field, more restricted 
than that of the religious priest or 
sister, might be a worthwhile addition. 
It is, nevertheless, a useful book and 
provides a good stock of information 
and inspiration. 

BroTHER AURELIAN Tuomas, F.S.C. 
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Israel’s History 


Tue History or Israet. By Giuseppe 
Ricciotti; transl. by Clement Della 
Penta, O.P., and Richard T. A. 
Murphy, O.P. (Bruce Publishing 
Company, Milwaukee, 1955), vol. 1, 
pp. x1i—430; vol. II, pp. x-476; $15.00. 
In the last fifty years or so the 

materials available for the history of 

Israel have increased enormously both 

in extent and in complexity. The 

Bible—both the Old and the New 

Testament—is and will always remain 

the principal source, to be sure, but, for 

one thing, the historical record con- 
tained in the Bible is by no means com- 
plete. In more than one instance 
periods spanning a century or more are 
passed over more or less in silence. 
Moreover, the very manner in which the 


pretation and the construction of a 
historical synthesis of a sort calculated 
to satisfy present-day standards of 
historiography. Faced with both of 
these difficulties in his dealing with 
the Biblical text, the task of the ob- 
jective historian of Israel has been 
at once enormously facilitated and 
rendered immeasurably more compli- 
cated by the many significant arche- 
ological and other discoveries made in 
recent years. That Abbott Ricciotti 
has made effective use of all these 
sources in his History should come as no 
surprise to anyone familiar with his 
Life of Christ and Paul the Apostle. 
As a matter of fact, it was his Storia 
d’Israele, first published some fifteen 
vears ago, and since then translated 
into French and Spanish, that, perhaps 


historical record is presented in the more than any of his other works, 
Sacred Text in not a few instances earned for its author the reputation he 
makes for serious difficulties in inter- — enjoys in scholarly circles. 
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All too often works dealing with 
Israel suffer from one of two opposite 
defects. On the one hand we have 
those who, a@ la Renan, tend to mini- 
mize or even totally to neglect the 
supernatural aspect of Israel’s history. 
Such an author is at times very much 
at a loss to account for the inescapably 
unique character of Israel. In a word, 
the miracle of Israel—for miracle it 
assuredly is from any one of half- 
dozen points of view—becomes an in- 
soluble enigma. At the other extreme 
is the historian so taken up with the 
supernatural element in the story that 
he tends to devote insufficient attention, 
or even pays no heed at all to the opera- 
tion of secondary causes. The biblical 
writers themselves in many instances 
fall into this latter category, for it is a 
well known characteristic of the ancient 
Semitic approach to history to “bypass” 
secondary causes and to account for 
events by the operation of the first 
cause, however that first cause may be 
conceived. The fact of the matter, of 
course, is that even though it is true 
that God did intervene repeatedly in a 
very special way throughout the whole 
history of Israel, that intervention was 
very largely accomplished through the 
directed operation of secondary causes. 
And unless we have some understand- 
ing of the nature and workings of the 
many “temporal” influences to which 
Israel was subjected, Israel's history 
will in very large measure remain un- 
intelligible. 

“The history of Israel is based upon 
an essentially mystical fact: the call 
of Abraham.” This simple statement, 
with which the author’s treatment of 
his subject opens, and the far-reaching 
implications of which seem never to be 
far from his mind throughout the work, 
indicates his conviction of the very 
special character of Israel’s history; 
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and his masterly use of all the mate- 
rials made available by the researches 
of archeologists and other scientists 
shows that he is fully in sympathy with 
the rigorously scientific approach to 
sacred history. Especially commend- 
able, in this reviewer’s opinion, are the 
several sections (more than a hundred 
pages at the beginning of Volume I on 
the ancient Near East, for example) 
devoted to a consideration of the his- 
torical and cultural milieu in which 
Izrael’s story unfolded. 

Ricciotti’s magnificent synthesis of 
Israel's history is as nearly complete as 
the present state of knowledge will 
allow. This is not to say, of course, 
that it is the last word on the subject; 
but at least in most of the subjects 
treated, it is the latest word. Not the 
least of Ricciotti’s many merits is his 
mastery of the ars nesciendi, which is 
such an important part, as he takes 
pains to point out himself, of the his- 
torian’s equipment. He is always care- 
ful to distinguish between what he 
knows and what he thinks, between fact 
and conjecture. Not everyone, of 
course, will agree with all of his opin- 
ions, but at least they are set forth as 
opinions and always supported by im- 
pressive arguments. In fact, in some 
‘ases, such as, for example, the matter 
of the chronology of Esdras-Nehemias, 
it might be objected that he devotes too 
much space—in a work intended for 
the general public—to the defense of 
his position. 

Fathers Della Penta and Murphy 
have put English-speaking readers in 
their debt by making available to them 
this extraordinarily valuable work. Up 
to now we have had nothing in our 
language which can adequately com- 
pare with the present work. Even Dr. 
Heinisch’s History of the Old Testa- 
ment is constructed on a different and 
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somewhat narrower plan. The trans- 
lation is generally very good, eminently 
(the rather infre- 
quent citations from the Bible are, for 
the most part, and quite commendably, 
based on the original text); but the 
editing here and there leaves something 
Particularly in the 
matter of proper names one might wish 
for a greater degree of consistency and 
Some of the slips are amus- 
ing, like Seylla for Sulla, Cnaeus for 
Gnaeus, Tiberias for Tiberius, and a 
reference to Herod; but 
practically all of them could be cor- 


readable and clear 


to be desired. 


accuracy. 


“emperor” 


rected by more careful proof-reading. 
The value of the work is notably en- 
hanced by a large number of illustra- 
tions, maps and historical tables, and 
an excellent index. 

BRENDAN McGratu, O.S.B. 
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body of the book is divided into five 

parts, paralleling the internal structure 
of the encyclical itself: Nature and 

Dignity of Christian Marriage; Bene- 

fits of Christian Marriage; Errors Con- 

trary to Christian Marriage; Vices Op- 
posed to Christian Marriage; Remedies 
to be Applied. 
comprising each part, the procedure is 
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the same: the text of the encyclical; 
commentary by the author; references 
to other works; “thought-provokers” to 
stimulate a reader’s meditation, or group 
discussions of the matter covered. The 
result is a clear, well-organized presen- 
tation of the basic principles dealing 
with marriage, the chief modern diffi- 
culties, and proposed solutions. Within 
the framework of the author’s definite 
und limited purpose (to provide Catho- 
lic college students “a brief textbook 
suitable for a one-semester course’’) 
this reviewer can find little fault with 
No Longer Two. The book is recom- 
mended for the stated purpose, for the 
use of less formal discussion groups, and 
for easy access to a competent com- 
mentary on the encyclical. 

The author himself tells us in his 
Prologue that the work is “not the last 


word in commentary.” In that light. 


one may not carp with the many pas- 
sages which ery for expanded commen- 
tary; the author consciously leaves lati- 
tude for a teacher’s interpretation or 
development of thoughts through dis- 
cussion. Cana Conference enthusiasts 
will not be content with the passing 
reference to the movement in a 
“thought-provoker.” In the references 
and bibliography, the literature of the 
Christian Family Movement, Cana 
Family Action, and such sociological 
authorities as Father John L. Thomas, 
S.J., is neglected, though their publica- 
tions are surely excellent practical aids 
to the proposed solutions to difficulties. 
Some ambiguities occur: e.g., the Serip- 
tural “putting away” a wife might have 
been explained further (p. 50; p. 65); 
so also the statement that marriage is 
‘“nerfected” by intercourse (p. 68). 

Atoysius J. Weusu, 8.T.D. 
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Our Lapy Speaks. By Pére Leon 
Bonnet, translated by Leonard J. 
Doyle (Grail Publication, St. Mein- 
rad, Indiana) 283 pp. $3.00. 

This book, though profitable read- 
ing, might have been interesting if the 
author had not resorted to a device 
which makes it artificial, distracting 
and very difficult to read. Evidently 
realizing that some readers might find 
it difficult, the publishers include a note 
before the first chapter. 

“Throughout this book,” it says, “the 
Blessed Virgin herself is considered to 
be instructing and exhorting the reader. 
This is only a literary device, of! 
course . . .”” Then comes a warning: 
“Perhaps certain readers will be 
shocked to hear the humble Mary 
praising herself . . . With better 
reason, others will disapprove the very 
notion of having the Blessed Virgin 
speak. Let them be indulgent toward 
a fiction from which little souls may 
draw benefit - 

This reviewer does not in the least 
disapprove of the notion of having Our 
Lady speak to him through a book or 
otherwise. But he cannot quite accept 
ler talking like a scholarly theologian, 
nor does the personality of Mary, who 
actually gave us the Wagnificat, express 
itself in paragraphs such as the follow- 
ing from the first chapter, “Holy 
Mary:” 

Now just as the fruit tree is ca- 
pable of two lives—that of the wild 
stock which can produce only bitter 
fruits and that of the graft which 
uses the sap of the wild stock to 
draw delicious fruits from it—so 
every man is called to receive two 
lives: first that of nature, which 
produces acts sometimes good, some- 
times bad, but always without any 
value to merit heaven; then that of 
grace which by supernaturalizing 
your purely human activity, makes 
it divine and enables it to merit the 
inheritance of the children of God. 
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If the author wrote this book as 
coming from himself, instead of resort- 
ing to a literary device which seems 
forced and inappropriate, this material 
would have much more merit, and 
penetrate the reader’s mind more for- 
cibly. The material itself is excellent. 

LEON PAUL 


OUTLINES OF CATHOLIC TEACHING. By 
John J. Keating, C.S.P. (The Paulist 
Press, N. Y. 19, N. Y., 1955), 213 pp. 
$2.00. 


Recent figures show that converts in 
America average out at three per priest. 
Naturally, many priests are below the 
national average and many others are 
over. However, any fears that America 
will soon be a Catholic country are not 
based on substantial evidence, espe- 
cially when leakage is taken into ac- 
count. For that reason anything which 
will contribute to the increase of con- 
versions is an important addition to 
the arsenal of Catholicism. But Out- 
lines of Catholic Teaching is a major 
contribution to convert-making in 
America. Fr. Keating, a member of the 
Paulists and dedicated to the conver- 
sion of America, knows whereof he 
speaks. Engaged as he has been for 
ten years in Information Center work, 
Fr. Keating has produced an Outline 
which is a tried and proven formula. 

Most notable about the book is its 
readability. While presented in outline 
form, the book does not have any of 
the pedantic dullness one usually asso- 
ciates with outlines. The entire tone of 
its Catholic teaching is designed for the 
prospective convert, so that the ter- 
minology is not that of the professor, 
nor of the scholar. It is best described 
as plain-talk. 

THomaAs A. CLEMENTE 
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BLAME No One Bur Yoursetr. By 
Reverend Charles Hugo Doyle (The 
Nugent Press, Tarrytown, N. Y.), 
269 pp., $3.00 
This is a realistic book for young 

people and others contemplating mar- 

riage. Father Doyle shows how it is 
possible to eliminate much of the chance 
involved in choosing a mate. He de- 
scribes the types of persons who make 
poor marriage risks and the types who 
are almost certain to wreck a mar- 
riage. This book should be read by 
young people as an antidote for the too- 
prevailing romantic concept of mar- 
riage. In particular, it should be read 
by individuals who think that marriage 
is a cure-all for drinking, selfishness, ir- 
responsibility and other weakness. 
While the book is meant to be pri- 
marily a guide for young people in 
selecting a husband or wife, there is also 
some good material on the subject of 
vocation in general. This should be of 
value not only to adolescents, but also 
to parents, teachers and others who 
have the job of counseling young people. 
Father Doyle points out that there 
would be a lot less mental illness if 
people took into account their aptitudes 
before choosing a career of occupation, 
and he explains how education and 
training should be so chosen that they 
complement a person’s natural endow- 
ment to produce a balanced person. 
The right choice of a career, spiritual 
growth, the development of self-control 
and responsibility, all combine to pro- 
duce a person who makes a very good 
risk for the lifelong vocation of mar- 
riage. Father Doyle is quite specific 
in his recommendations for recognizing 
both the potential failures and the prob- 
able successes as marriage partners. 

This is a book that should make for 

less hasty and more lasting marriages 

if young people are encouraged to read 
it. Ropert CissELL 








The 
Bent 
World 


A Christian 
Examination of 
East-West Tensions 


By J. V. LANGMEAD 
CASSERLEY 


“Dr. Casserley is an Anglo- 
Catholic priest . . . presently a 
professor of Dogmatic The- 
ology at the General Theologi- 
cal Seminary . . . He has writ- 
ten a serious work with learn- 
ing, intelligence, and clarity . . . 
The book attempts to examine 
the conflict between Russo- 
Marxism and Western Civiliza- 
tion on the philosophical level. 
lis first part takes the reader 
through Marxism in theory 
and in practice. Its second, 
and by far larger, part dis- 
cusses the West and its deifi- 
cation of democracy, national- 
ism, family breakdown, and 
. The book is 


very Catholic, based in good 


secularism 


part on Thomistic philosophy 
and Roman sources.’’—Homi- 
letic and Pastoral Review 


$4.00 at all bookstores 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, INC. 
114 FIFTH AVENUE, N. Y. 11, N.Y. 
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PRIESTS ... 
LAY BROTHERS .. . 
SEMINARY STUDENTS 


SAVE $2 to $7 per thousand 
on your LIFE INSURANCE 


You are eligible for MLCU’s “Double 
Protection” plan that provides ‘wice 
the life insurance coverage at /ess than 
half the proportionate extra cost. 
Benefits may be left to the 
Church or to a relative. Insur- 
ance for the clergy for over 50 
years. 
Write for our free “Double 
Protection”’ bulletin. 


MINISTERS LIFE & 
CASUALTY UNION 


108 Ministers Life Bidg. 
Minneapolis 16, Minn. 











ANOTHER Lawson Success 


We said we could raise: $150,000 


Raised: $170,000 


Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Denver, Colorado 
Rev. Thomas LoCascio, O.S.M., Pastor 


For free analysis of fund- -raising potential 
of your parish or institution, Write: 
James Fraser, Room H, Lawson Associates, 
Rockville Centre, N. Y. — or PHONE 
MR. FRASER — COLLECT — Rockville 
\ Centre 6-0177 





Lawson! ASSOCIATES | 


Fund Raising Counsel 





Rockville Centre, N. Y. 





The “Pamous 
ECONOMY UNIVERSAL 
CANDLE BURNER 


This Burner is unequalled in . . 
APPEARANCE 
PERMANENCE 
ECONOMY 
CLEANLINESS 

Seld by Church Geods Dealers, Candle 
Manufacturers and 


GEO. A. FRIEDRICHS 
ERIE, PA. 
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A Word on Recent Publications 


Interritual Canon Law Problems. 
A practical manual for chancery offi- 
cials and other priests who must con- 
sider problems involving Oriental Rite 
Catholics in the United States and Can- 
ada. A very useful work. Pays special 
attention to marriage law, but covers 
many other questions. By Victor J. 
Pospishil, Canon Law Consultant to 
Byzantine Rite Apostolic Exarehy of 
Philadelphia. Address: St. Basil’s, 
Chesapeake City, Maryland. 


The Decline of Wisdom. Fifty-six 
pages for three essays a la Gabriel 
Marcel. He opposes those who rely 
excessively on abstract principles with- 
out giving due homage to considera- 
tions of concrete reality. He insists 
on the tradition of wisdom and the need 
for man’s active reception of his spiri- 
tual heritage. Not to be read on the 
run. Philosophical Library, New York. 


Life through the Cross. Contains 
seven different Ways of the Cross, each 
one based on one of the sacraments. 
Practical and simple considerations are 
deduced from each station in the light 
of various aspects of the sacrament for 
that Way. A different approach, it 
would be suitable for parish recitation 
during Lent. Translated by Kathryn 
Sullivan from the French of Marcel 
Bories. Paperbound. Desclee Co., 
New York. 


How to Meditate. A realistic little 
reatise on the aims and difficulties 
commonly found in meditation. Has 
many practical points. Translated 
from the French by Rev. George Pro- 
O.M.I. Hard paper cover, 
Bruce, Milwaukee. 


topapas, 
75 pp. 
De Nova Disciplina Teiunu Eucha- 


ristici (et de Missis Vespertinis). A 
thorough and practical and up-to-the- 
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minute commentary on the Apostolic 
Constitution Christus Dominus and the 
Instruction Sancti Offic. Explains all 
one needs to know about the Eucharis- 
tic fast for priests and for the faithful, 
and explains the law on the “Evening 
Mass.” By the eminent canonist 
Matthaeus a Coronata, O.F.M.Cap. 
Paper cover, 138 pp. Officium Libri 
Catholici, Romae. 


Walk While You Have the Light. 
The story of St. Joseph Cafasso, close 
friend of St. John Bosco and St. Joseph 
Cottolengo, who was canonized in 1947. 
This saint worked intensively among 
two widely different classes: hardened 
criminals and priests. By Arthur Jal- 
bert, M.S. 208 pp. Grail Publications, 
St. Meinrad, Indiana. 

CORRECTION 
We are very sorry for a bad type 


error in the review of The Psalms in 
Rythmic Prose by Father Callan, O.P., 
in our October issue. On page 88, col. 2, 
last paragraph, second line, the word of 
should be and, and so the line should 
read: our Father, as a kind and loving 
Father; 








We said we could raise: $200,000 


Raised: $262,356 
St. Joseph's Cathedral 
St. Joseph, Missouri 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Leo J. Ruggle, Rector 


For free analysis of fund-raising potential 
of your parish or institution, Write: 
James Fraser, Room H, Lawson Associates, 
Rockville Centre, N. Y. — or PHONE 
MR. FRASER — COLLECT — Rockville 
Centre 6-0177 


; 








Lawson 2% associates 


Fund Raising Counsel Rockville Centre, N.Y. 














God’s Heralds 


(A Guide to the Prophets of Israel) 
BY J. CHAINE 


Translated by Brendan McGrath, O.S.B., 
Monk of St. Procopius Abbey, Lisle, Illinois. 


“This work is not an introduction to the study of the prophets since it 
presupposes that questions of text and of authenticity have already been 
treated. Nor is it acommentary, a doctrinal work, or a piece of apologetics 
It is, as indicated in its subtitle, a guide to the reading of the Prophets, 
a help to understanding the historical background in which each prophecy 
appeared. And, let it be said immediately, an excellent guide, a great help 
for seminarians, priests, and in general for anyone desirous of under- 
standing better the Old Testament and prophetic literature.” —Emmanuel 


Price $3.95 
JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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CHANGEABLE LETTER 


Interior and Exterior Bulletin Boards 
of Bronze or Stainless Steel 


CUSTOM BUILT QUALITY 
We enjoy the confidence of many Catholic Parishes 
Send for Free Illustrated Catalogue 
Dept. H 


UNIVERSAL BULLETIN BOARD CO. 


920 Broadway, New York 10, N. Y. 
Tel: Gramercy 3-7426 


Est. 1933 














WAXSAVERS 


TRACE [MARK 


Take a sample candle to 
your dealer and have him 
properly fit it to this dur- 
able, attractive, polished 
brass candle-saving can- 
dleburner. 











POST CARDS OF YOUR CHURCH 


Black and White photo cards made from your negative 
or print. Full color Kodachrome cards made from 
your transparency. 


The L. L. Cook Company 
1830 N. 16th Street 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 











A CALL TO WORSHIP 
a carillonic bells « chimes 


Chimes starting as low as $396.00 


Write for complete information to 
MAAS-ROWE CARILLONS 
Dept. 31, 3015 Casitas Ave., Los Angeles 30, Cal. 








YOU CAN PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 


Our experience in promoting books—theological, scholarly, 
fiction and General for religious, educational and lay markets 
canhelp you. Write for free brochure, We can Publish Your 
Book, which describes our cooperative publishing plan. 


EXPOSITION PRESS, INC., Dept. H-63 


386 Fourth Ave., New York 16, New York 
In Calif.: 9172 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46. 
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... and still among the ten best! 


Achieving Peace of Heart 
BY NARCISO IRALA, S.J. 


Translated by Lewis Delmage, S.J. 


AMERICA’S BOOK LOG listed Achieving Peace of Heart as 
among the ten best sellers for May, June, July, August, Septem- 


ber, October. 
Ready now for its 4th printing in less than 8 months. An ideal 


Christmas Gift for priests, retreat-masters, counselors, doctors, 


teachers—for the clergy and the laity in general. 


Price: $3.50 





Now in one complete volume! 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PREACHING 


By Rev. Clement H. Crock 


I. Discourses on the Apostles’ Creed 
II. The Commandments in Sermons 
III. Discourses on Grace and the Sacraments 
IV. Virtue versus Vice 


Price $13.50 


80,000 copies of these four separate works sold to date! 


JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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The hushed silence . . . the air of awe and reverence as 
the consecrated elements are elevated, bespeak the mystic 
climax of the Mass, underscoring the solemn words of the 
Code that the candles used at this sacred ceremony be of 

pure beeswax “‘saltem in maxima parte.” 





CANDLE CO., INC. 
SYRACUSE, N.Y. 


The Pioneer Church Candle Manufacturers of America 





Will & Baumer craftsmen never tire in their zeal to make 
candles for Church use as free from adulterants and impuri- 
ties as it is humanly possible to achieve. Every candle is com- 
posed of pure beeswax in the precise amount stamped thereon. 











a I —dié—=—=— 


